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ILLINOIS ORNITHOLOGICAL SocIETY 

President's Message 

In my last message I noted that IOS was conceived to do so 

much more to further its mission: to record Illinois birdlife and 

to promote the scientific, educational and recreational aspects of 

ornithology. The successful implementation of that mission impos

es on us the responsibility to reach future generations. 

My wife and I frequently attend the theater. It often strikes us 

at the theater and at our occasional forays to Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra and Lyric Opera that Chicago's theatrical arts have a 

growing problem. They are not connecting with the younger gener

ations. The same thing struck me earlier this month when I talked 

to the Rockford Bird Club. Virtually no one there was under age 

fifty. I am told this is a typical profile at bird clubs around the state. 

It was certainly true of the last Evanston North Shore Bird Club 

meeting that I attended. How well does IOS do? Our student 

membership reached a high of 21 in 1995 and has since sunk to 

our current level of seven. These student members tend to be at 

university studying the natural sciences. W hen they graduate they 

take jobs most of which are out of state so we lose most of them 

as members. 

Granted mid-week evening bird club meetings are not the ideal 

venue to attract youngsters to birding, but these meetings do not 

seem to attract twenty or thirty somethings either. One way to 

reach young birders is by providing active field trip and education

al programs and to coordinate them statewide. We can reach out to 

schools with volunteers willing to talk to students abo'tt the won

ders of birds and their importance to a healthy environment. 

Opportunities abound for such activities. For example, one of our 

lOS board members recently helped Boy Scouts get one of their 

badges by volunteering his time to teach them about birding. Such 

activities will catalyze the imagination of the next generation of 

birders. Stepping forth to help run these events as representatives 

of IOS is one way members can actively participate in reaching 

the next generation of birders while helping IOS achieve its mission 

at the same time. 

Good birding. 

Michael Hogg 



Letter from the Editor 

Lessons from caged birds 

Darlene Fiske's words in her article <1bout 
Great Tits in this issue caught my attention. 
She wrote: "These members of the Tit family 
are certainly attractive, but so are other intro
duced species such as the European Starling 
that we now consider pests." 

These Great Tits, native to Europe, actual
ly nested in the wi lei and produced four young 
in McHenry County last summer. The reason 
they are here in lllinois is because of humans. 
It's very likely that someone was keeping the 
birds in a cage somewhere in the McHenry 
County region, and the birds either escaped 
or were let go. 

The House Finch arrived here because of 
the caged bird trade. The story goes that a 
trader caught them illegally, transported them 
out East and then released them before he 
could get caught. The European Starling came 
here, as you know, because the European set
tlers wanted to feel more at home and so 
brought their favorite species with them. No 
doubt they brought these birds with them in 
cages aboard a ship and then released them. 

Much farther south, keeping caged birds 
presents another problem. On a recent trip to 
Trinidad and Tobago, I learned that many 
species of finches likely will go extinct on 
those islands because humans trap them and 
keep them in cages as pets. 

J have mixed feelings about caged birds, 
especially when people know what they are 
doing and are careful, and when the birds are 
kept in zoos to help bring them back from the 
brink of extinction. 

But the real lesson here, to me, at least, is 
a reminder that what we humans do to change 
the natural order of things in the wild has 
consequences - some good, some bad, and 
some consequences only our descendants 
will come to discover. It's worth it to ponder 
those thoughts when you're out in the field 
trying to get a better look at or better photo 
of a coveted bird. 

shery I. devore@conic<1st.net 
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Modeling the potential impacts of climate 
change on the summer distribution 
of Illinois' nongame birds 

Most birders have 
firstl1and experience of 
the greenhouse effect. 
lmagine returning to 
your car after a hot 
summer's day birding. 
Unlocking and opening 
the door, a wave of 
superheated air blasts 
out. If the greenhouse 
effect didn't exist then 
the temperature inside 
your car would be the 
same as the outside 
temperature. The win
dows of your car act 
very much like the glass 
in a greenhouse, allowing in various 
wavelengths of light but trapping 
some of the infrared and heating up 
the inside of the car. 

Water vapor, carbon dioxide 
(C02), methane (CH<), nitrous oxide 
(N20), and other trace gases in the 
Earth's atmosphere act much like 
the glass in a greenhouse (or your 
car), helping to retain heat by 
trapping and absorbing infrared 
radiation. This "greenhouse effect" 
acts to keep the Earth's surface 
temperature significantly warmer 
than it would otherwise be - allow
ing life, as we know it, to exist. 

Dickcissels are common summer 

residents in central and southern 

lllinois. If' fitture climate models 

are right they may he come increas

ing�v more common statewide. 

Kanae Hirabayashi took this photo 

of' a male Dickcissel singing at 

Middlefork Savannah, Lake County, 

27 July 2003. 
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The "greenhouse effect" 

acts to keep the Earth's 

surface temperature 

significantly warmer than 

it would otherwise be -

allowing life, as we 

know it, to exist. 

However, since pre-industrial times, 
there have been significant increas
es in the amount of these green
house gases in the atmosphere. The 
current levels of the two primary 
greenhouse gases are now greater 
than at any time during at least the 
past 420,000 years (likely much 
longer) and are well outside of the 
bounds of natural variability 
( Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change [TPCC] 2001 ) . 

Accompanying the increases in 
greenhouse gases has been an 
increase in temperature. The 1990s 
was the warmest decade and the 

I 900s the warmest 
century of the last 
1,000 years. Of the 
more than 100 years 
for which instrumental 
records are available, 
1998 was the warmest 
year on record and 
seven of the top I 0 
years all occurred in 
the 1990s. The annual 
global mean tempera
ture is now 1. I 0.F 
(0.6° ) above that 
recorded at the begin
ning of the century. 
Limited data from 

other sources indicate that the glob
al mean temperature for the 20th 
century is at least as warm as any 
other period since approximately 
1400 AD (IPCC 1996, 2001). 
"There is new and stronger evidence 
that most of the warming observed 
over the last 50 years is attributable 
to human activities" (IPCC 200 I). 
These activities include the burning 
of fossil fuels as well as land-use 
changes such as deforestation. 
Increases in greenhouse gases (past 
and projected), coupled with the 
length of time these gasses remain 
in the atmosphere are expected to 
cause a continued increase in glohal 
temperatures. Models estimate that 
the average global temperature, rel
ative to 1990 values, will rise by 
between 2.5°F and I 0.4°F (l .4°C -
S. 8°C) by the year 2100 (IPCC 
2001 ). Warming due to increases in 
greenhouse gases is expected to be 
even greater in some areas, especial
ly Northern Hemisphere land areas. 

Meadowlark 



I-low might these changes 

impact the summer distributions 

of Illinois' nongamc birds? 

"Recent regional changes in 
clinwte, purticularl)! increase.1· in 

ternperature, have alreac�v affected 
hydrological systems and terrestrial 
and marine eco.\}'.\'/em.1· in many 
parts<!/ the world" (IPCC 2001). If 
these changes have been observed 
with only a small change (I °F) in 
the global average temperature what 
might happen if the temperature 
continues to rise? Recent models 
project an average temperature 
increase for lllinois of between 7-
l 30F in winter and between 9- l 8°F 
in summer by 2100 (Kling et al. 
2003) This change will make the 
summer climate in lllinois similar to 
that of eastern Texas. Not only will 

there be temperature changes but 
many climate models also project an 
overall increase in evaporation lead

ing to increases in precipitation 
(mostly in storms) and also to over

all declines in soil moisture. These 
climatic changes will likely impact 
not only the birds of Tllinois but 

their habitats as well. For example, 
models estimate possible changes in 
species composition including a 
complete loss of maple-beech-birch 

forests, some oak-hickory forests 
becoming oak-pine forests, a reduc

tion in the amount of elm-ash
cottonwood forests with possibly 
some loblolly-shortleaf pine forests 
moving into the southern part of the 
state (NAST 2000). 

Summer bird ranges are often 
assumed to be tightly linked to par
ticular habitats. This is only partial

ly true. While certain species arc 
usually only found in specific 

habitats (e.g., Kirtland 's Warbler 
breeding in jack pines), others are 

more flexible in their habitat use. 
Species found in a particular habitat 
type throughout their summer range 

may not be found in apparently 
equivalent habitat north or south of 
their current distribution. Birds are 

also limited in their distributions by 
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their physiology and rood availabili

ty. The link between physiology and 

the winter distributions of many 
species is wel I known (Kendeigh 
1934, Root I 988a, 1 988b), and 
recent research shows that physiolo
gy plays a role in limiting summer 
distributions as well (Dawson 1992, 
pers. comm. T. Manin). Often, the 
choice of a specific habitat may be 
to provide a microclimatc suitable 
for a species' physiology. While 
habitat selection, food availability, 
and competition may all play a role 
in influencing local distributions of 
a given bird species, looking at a 
species' overall distribution often 
yields different results. Building on 
earlier work that found that many 
winter bird distributions were asso
ciated with climate (Root l 988a, 
1988b), this study examined the 

association between summer bird 
distributions and climate and how 
these distributions may change with 
climate change. 

Methods 

To determine how summer dis
tributions of birds might change, it 
is first necessary to look at whether 
there is any association between dis
tributions and climate. If an associa
tion exists, then an examination of 
projected future climates can be 
used to see how the climatic ranges 
of birds might change. I used logis
tic regression to develop models of 
the association between bird distri
butions (from Breeding Bird Survey 
data) and 18 climate variables. The 
climate variables used in these 
models act as surrogates for many 
factors possibly limiting a species 
distribution - including physiology, 
habitat, and food availability - and 
are similar to those used in other 
bioclimatic studies. Models devel
oped for this study were then statis
tically validated to see how well 
they predicted species occurrence at 
independent locations and checked 
to see how well the predicted 
species distribution map (fig. I b) 
matched a map of the actual distri-

bution (fig. I a) based on similar 
bird data (Price ct al. 1995 ). The 
results indicated that at least a 
portion of the summer distributions 
of many North American birds can 
be modeled quite well based on 
climate alone. 

The next step was to examine 
how bird distributions might change 
in response to a changing climate. 
For this study I used climate projec
tions from the Canadian Climate 
Center's General Circulation Model 
(CCC), one of the standard models 
used in impact analyses. This model 
projects what average climate con
ditions may be once C02 has dou
bled from pre-industrial levels, 
sometime in the next 50 to 100 
years. Differences between modeled 
current climate and modeled future 

fl climatic models are right, the 

Yellow-headed Blackbird, already 

endangered in Illinois. may disap

pear co1npletely as a summer resi

dent here. Kanae Himhayashi took 

this photo of a male Yellow-headed 

Blackbird at Montmse in Chicago, 

Cook County, l July 2003. 

3 



2xC02 climate, were then applied 
to the original climate variables 
used in developing the bird-climate 
models. This was done in order to 
correct for some of the potential 
errors in the climate change model 
itself, and is a standard practice in 

climate change impact studies 
(versus simply using the model's 
projection of future climate). For 
example, for a given point, the 
difference in average summer 
temperature between the "current" 
and "future" (both model derived) 

Figure 1: House Wren Distribution 
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climate may be +2°C. This value is 
then added to the actual average 
summer temperature at that point to 
estimate what the climate at that 
point may be with a doubling of 
C02. All bird distribution models 
were then run using the 2xC02-
derived climate variables. These 
combined bird-2xC02 climate mod
els were then used to create maps 
of the projected possible future 
climatic ranges of many North 
American birds (see Figure l e  for 
an example). A more complete 
explanation of methods used to 
develop the models and maps has 
been published elsewhere (Price 
1995, Price in press) .  

Distributional models and distri
butional maps have been developed 
for almost all North American 
passerine birds. What these maps 
actually show are areas projected to 
have the proper climate for the 
species, or climatic range, under 
conditions derived from the CCC 
model. While the results of the 
models cannot be used to look at the 
fine points of how a given species' 
distribution might change, they 
can provide an impression of the 
possible direction and potential 
magnitude of the change in the 
suitable climate for the species. The 
following list of potential changes 
to Illinois' avifauna was prepared 
by comparing the maps of projected 
summer bird climatic ranges with 
the information found in The Birds 
<d1llinois (Bohlen 1989). 

Ultimately, the greatest impact 
on wildlife and vegetation may not 
come from climate change itself, 
but rather from the rate of change. 
Given enough time, many species 
would likely be able to adapt to cli
matic shifts, as they have done in the 
past. However, the current projected 
rate of warming is thought to be 
greater than has occurred at any 
time in the last I 0,000 years (IPCC 
1 996). This rate of change could 
ultimately lead to many changes in 
Illinois' nongame avifauna. 

Meadowlark 



Results 

.)/Jecie.1· whose ji1tun.: climatic 

summer mnges might exclude 
Illinois (i.e.:., po.1'.1·ihl)I extirpated as 

s111nmC/' residents) Acadian 
Flycatcher, Willow flycatcher, 
Least Flycatcher, Tree Swallow, 
Bank Swallow, Cliff Swallow, 
Black-capped Chickadee, Rcd
breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, House W ren, Sedge 
Wren, Gray Catbird, Blue-headed 
Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, 
Warbling Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, 
Blue-winged Warbler, Golden
winged Warbler, Nashville Warbler, 
Yellow Warbler, Chestnut-sided 
Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Black
and-white Warbler, American 
Redstart, Swainson 's Warbler, 
Ovenbird, Kentucky Warbler, 
Mourning Warbler, Hooded 
Warbler, Canada Warbler, Summer 
Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Rose
breasted Grosbeak, Chipping 
Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, 
Vesper Sparrow, Savannah 
Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Swamp 
Sparrow, Bobolink, Yellow-headed 

Blackbird, l3rewer's Blackbird, 
Baltimore Oriole, Pinc Siskin and 
American Goldfinch. 

Species whose fi1ture climatic 

.1·u1n111er rnnges in Illinois 1night 

contract - Great Crested Flycatcher, 
Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Tit
mouse, Eastern Bluebird, Brown 
Thrasher, Northern Panda, Prairie 
Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush, 
Common Yellowthroat, I ndigo 
Bunting, Field Sparrow, Grass
hopper Sparrow and Eastern 
Meadowlark. 

Species whose future climatic 

swnmer mnges in Illinois might 

expand Western Kingbird, 
Bewick's Wren, Northern Mock
ingbird, Loggerhead Shrike, Whitc
eyed Vireo, Bell's Vireo, Prothon
otary Warbler, Blue Grosbeak, 
Dickcissel, Bachman 's Sparrow (not 
currently known to nest in Illinois), 
Lark Sparrow, Western Meadowlark 
and Orchard Oriole. 

Species '1>l10se fi1ture climatic 

summer ranges might include 

Illinois - Say's Phoebe, Vermilion 
Flycatcher, Ash-throated Flycatcher, 

Climate models predict that the Grasshopper Sparrow'.\- summer mnge ill 

ll/11101s may contract. Kanae Himhayashi took this photo of' a nw/e 

Grasshopper Sparrow with ji!od. 
. 
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Scissm-tailed Flycatcher, Black
headcd Grosbeak, Painted Bunt
ing. Great-tailed Grackle and 
Bullock's Oriole. 

Discussion 

These lists are not all-inclu
sive, since results obtained from 
models of some species were not 
adequate to assess how their cl i
matic ranges might change. Nor 
do the lists include those species 
whose climatic ranges may under
go little change. Finally, these lists 
are based on output from a single, 
commonly used climate model. 
There are different models, and 
results vary between them. W hile 
the magnitude of the temperature 
increase is somewhat similar 
between models, the projected 
precipitation changes are often 
different. Using output from dif
ferent climate models may there
fore yield somewhat different 
results. In addition, the geograph
ic scale of these models, like those 
of the underlying climate change 
model, is relatively coarse. As 
such, the models are unable to 
take into account localized topo
graphic changes and the possible 
existence of suitable microcli
mates - along rivers, for example. 
Therefore, some of the species 
whose clitnatic ranges are project
ed as shifting out of Illinois may 

be able to persist if a suitable 
microclimate is available, espe
cially on north facing slopes, land 
with high topographical relief, or 
along riparian areas. 

Since these models were orig
inally developed two of the 
species listed as possibly coloniz
ing lllinois (Painted Bunting, 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher) have 
since bred in the state (Kassebaum 
2001, Bailey 2002). It is difficult, 
if not impossible, to say with any 
certainty whether these breeding 
events are tied to regional climate 
changes. It is only by collecting 
data on many species changing in 
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many areas that any degree of confi
dence can be placed on whether 
the changes can be attributable to 
climate. However, these are the sort 
of changes expected with a warm
ing climate. 

Birders can greatly help scien
tists researching the effects of glob
al warming on bird distribution. In 
order to look for possible climate
associated changes it is necessary to 
study multiple long-term data sets 
from many different areas. This 
does not have to be an organized 
survey, l ike the BBS,  but can be one 
person's records, collected over 
many years at their favorite birding 
location. Or it could be the records 
of many peop le  comp i led for a 
single park for example (see the end 
of the artic le  for information on 
how you might contribute to this 
sort of research). 

It is helpful to consider how 
species' ranges may change to know 
what sorts of changes to look for 
in the future. Observed evidence 
and model proj ections both show 
that warming is/will be more pro
nounced by increases in minimum 
temperatures than maximum 
(al though these wi l l  increase as 
wel l ) . Thus, species might be 
expected to show northward range 
expansions ( including colonization) 
before they show declines/extirpa
tions in the southern portions of 
their range. Furthermore, while the 
average temperature (cl imate) 
increases, weather still occurs and 
some years will be cooler and others 
warmer than otherwise expected. 
So, colonization will most l ikely 
occur in fits and starts before a 
species can truly considered to be 
established as part of Tllinois '  breed
ing avifauna. In some cases ,  a 
species may start appearing as a 
vagrant, off and on, for several years 
before breeding is attempted. In 
other cases a species may start 
breeding in an area, then become 
extirpated, and then resume breed-
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ing - possibly in greater numbers 
than before. 

How quickly distributional 
changes might occur is unknown. 
The rate of change wil l  largely 
depend on whether limi ts to a given 
species' distribution are more close
ly l inked with climate (especially 
temperature), vegetation, or some 
other factor. The rate of change will 
also l ikely be tied to the rate of 
change of the cl imate itself. If the 
climate changes relatively slowly, 
then species may be able to adapt to 
the new climate. H owever, many 
changes could (and are) occurring 
relatively quickly. One pilot study 
found that the average latitude of 
occurrence of some species of 
neotropical migrants has already 
shifted significantly farther north in 
the last 20 years, by an average dis
tance of almost 60 miles (I 00 km) 
(Price, unpublished data). In another 
study, the arrival date of 20 species 
of migratory birds in Michigan was 
found to be 2 1  days earlier in 1994 
than in 1 965 (Root, unpublished 
data, Price and Root 2000). Many 
other species have been found to be 
arriving and breeding earlier, not 
only in the U.S .  but in Europe and 
el sewhere (Root et al. 2003). 

Shifts in individual species' dis
tributions are only part of the story. 
It is unl ikely that ranges of coexist
ing species will shift in concert. 
B ird communities ,  as we currently 
know them, may look quite different 
in the future. As species move, they 
may have to deal with different prey, 
predators, and competitors. So
called "optimal" habitats may no 
longer exist, at least in the short 
term. The potential rates-of-change 
of birds and the plants that shape 
their habitats are often quite differ
ent. While many birds may be able 
to respond quickly to a changing cli
mate, some plant ranges may take 
from decades to centuries to move 
(Davis and Zabinski 1992). Thus, 
some species may face a bottleneck 

with physiological limits pressing 
them to move but having no habitat 
available to move into. This phe
nomenon may be especially true for 
the grassland birds. 

Conclusion 

Projected future rapid climate 
change is of major concern, espe
cially when viewed in concert with 
other already wel l-established popu
lation stresses (e.g. ,  habitat conver
sion, pollution, invasive species). 
Research and conservation attention 
needs to be focused not only on each 
stressor by itself, but also on the 
synergies of multiple stressors act
ing together. These synergistic 
stresses are likely to prove to be the 
greatest challenge to wildlife con
servation in the 21st Century. 
B ecause anticipation of changes 
improves the capacity to manage, it 
is important to understand as much 
as possible about the responses of 
animals to a changing climate. 

Managers may ultimately need 
to adapt not only in terms of wildlife 
conservation but also to replace lost 
ecological services normally provid
ed by wildlife. For example, it may 
be necessary to develop adaptations 
to losses to natural pest control, pol 
l ination and seed dispersal. While 
replacing providers of these services 
may sometimes be possible, the 
alternatives may be costly. Finding a 
replacement for other services, such 
as contributions to nutrient cycling 
and ecosystem stability/biodiversity 
are much harder to imagine. In 
many cases, l osses of the values of 
wildlife associated with subsistence 
hunting, cultural and religious cere
monies, any attempt at replacement 
may represent a net loss. 

A high probability exists that 
c l imate change could lead to 
changes in bird distributions. Even a 
relatively smal l change in average 
temperature could impact bird dis
tributions within the state. Some of 
these changes could occur (and may 
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be occurr ing) relat ively qui ckly. 
While these changes may have some 
ecological and, possibly, economic 
effects, the magn i tude of these 
effects is unknown. Birders can help 
scientist look for and document 
changes i n  bird popul ations. 
Besides part ic ipating i n  regular 
events such as the Breeding Bird 
Survey or Christmas B i rd Count, 
birders need to provide information 
on nesting as we! I as arrival and 
departure dates. lf you, or your 
organ ization has l 0 or more years 
of data please contact me at the 
address l i s  tee\. 
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Roseate Spoonbi l l :  
F irst I l l inois record 

Until recently, the  status of  
Roseate Spoonbill (Aja/a ajaja) in  
I l linois remained only hypothetical. 
Though a likely southern visitor, the 
records for this species in the state 
were specimens of questionable ori
gin and hear-say observations. No 
concrete evidence was present to 
confirm that this species had natu
rally made its way beyond the state's 
borders. Of the two specimens 
reported in  Bohlen ( 1 989), one was 
not preserved, and the other was of 
an undetermined origin. Recently, 
there has been a newly discovered 
specimen of a Roseate Spoonbill at 
the I l l inois State Museum. The only 
information known about the source 
of this specimen is the collector, Ed 
F. Steinhauer. This particular speci
men has promise as a genuine 
Ill inois record given that Steinhauer 
collected many, if not al l ,  of his 
specimens from Fayette County. 
Some interesting species that he 
gathered from Fayette County 
include an adult male Brown 
Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) on 
1 9  June 1 9 1 6, two Wood Storks 
(Mycteria americana) on 28 July 
1 898, an Eskimo Curlew (Nwnenius 
horealis) on 30 March 1 894, an 
immature Passenger Pigeon (Ectop
istes migratorius) on 20 May 1 893, 
one adult male and an immature 
Passenger Pigeon on 2 October 
1 892,  a rare southern I l linois record 
for Northern Shrike (Lanius excu
bitor) on 27 March 1 896, and a 
Common Raven (Corvus corax) on 
1 January 1 90 I (Bohlen 1 989) .  
Ironically, Fayette County is  the 
location that provided I llinois its 
first confirmed record of a Roseate 
Spoonbil l .  

On Sunday, 22  June 2003, I 
discovered a first-year Roseate 
Spoonbi l l  in Fayette County near the 
city of Vandal i a. My initial sighting 
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A first-year Roseate Spoonbill .feeds 

in the flooded cornfield near 

Vandalia in Fayette County. 25 June 

2003. Photo hy Travis A. Mahan. 

took place around 4:45 p.rn. when I 
was drivi ng home after a long day of 
birding in southern Illinois. In fact, I 
was returning from a successful trip 
to Crab Orchard National Wildlife 
Refuge for the Fulvous Whistling
Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor), an
other species typically associated 
with the Gulf Coast states of the 
southern US, which was previously 
discovered by two refuge staff mem
bers. While driving north on Route 
5 1  just south of Vandal i a, I noticed 
a medium-sized white bird in the 
middle of a distant field of corn. 
This field was l ater measured to be 
more than 300 yards away. I thought 
the white bird would probably turn 
out to be a Great Egret (Ardea alba) 
when viewed through the binocu
lars, but there was the possibility 
that something else was lurking in 
this flooded field .  There had been 
quite a few reports of wandering 
Black-necked Stilts (Himantopus 
mexicanus) throughout central and 
southern Illinois earlier in the sea
son, so I thought it was worth check
ing the area. After pulling to the s ide 
of this well-traveled section of 
Route 5 1 ,  I first looked at the 

by Travis A. Mahan 

"white" wader through my binocu
lars. T noticed instantly that it was 
something good because it fed with 
sweeping motions of its bi l l .  My ini
tial reaction was that it could be a 
White Ibis (Eudocimus a/bus). I had 
seen many White Ibises feeding in 
this manner in Florida the previous 
summer, but a view through the 
spotting scope was necessary. As 
soon as T saw the bird through the 
scope, I noticed PINK!  ln an excited 
frenzy, I arranged my digital camera 
on the spotting scope for a photog
raphy session. I was only able to 
take a single photograph before the 
spoonbil l  walked behind a tall sec
tion of corn. The picture was greatly 
affected by the distance and heat 
aberration, but the pink coloration 
and a hint of a spoon-shaped bill 
was evident. 

Luckily, I had my wife 's cell 
phone with me, so I called the only 
two birder numbers I had in memo
ry. Myrna Deaton received the first 
call, and Dan Kassebaum was next 
on the l ist .  The information was 
spread to others by phone, and the 
sighting was listed online. Soon 
after the cal l s  were made, a territori
al Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius 
phoeniceus) flushed the Roseate 
Spoonbil l  from i ts retreat. The 
spoonbill flew north and appeared 
to land beyond Route 40, which 
intersects Route 5 1 .  1 conducted a 
limited search for the bird in a sec
tion near Route 40, but I was unable 
to locate it even in potentially good 
habitat. I thought it had either flown 
to an inaccessible section of the 
Kaskaskia River or, worse yet, that it 
might have departed for good. I 
drove back to Route 5 1  to wait for 
the others to arrive. Myrna was the 
first to arrive and receive the i ll 
news of the spoonbil l 's flight. We 
used FRS radios to keep in contact 
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as s he sc�u-chcd I 'm l l 1 c  bird and I 
w�1 it cd rur Dan . M y rn �1 q u i ck l y  
found t h e  b i rd reed ing in an incon-· 
sp i c uous section of a flooded corn 
fie ld .  We swi tched pos i ti ons,  so t hat 
I cou ld  get better photographs. At 
t h i s  part icular f'i e ld, the spoonbi l l  
was rough ly 3 0  to 4 0  y�mls away ! 
The leathering on the he�1d and face, 
�is we l l  as lhe undeve loped pink 
body color�1tion, brought us  to the 
concl us ion that we were viewi ng a 
l'irst year Roseate Spoonbi l l .  

Dan Kassebaum and A I bert 
Seppi  j u i ned Myrna and me at 
around 7: 1 5  p .rn.  at the northern 
pool j ust i n  time to watch it fly to 
the south.  Whi le  the spoonb i l l  flew, 
we noted some l i mited dark col
oration i n  the outer primaries, wh ich 
provi ded more evidence as to the 
age o f  th i s  b ird .  The spoonbi l l 's 
fl i ght path led our three-car caravan 
to Route 5 1 .  L ucki l y, we came to 
fin d  that i t  decided to land in the 
same pool where I had original ly 
noticed it. From this l ocation, we 
watched it feed and preen unti I we 
left at approx imately 8 : 00 p .m.  We 
thought that the spoonbi l l  had l i kely 
been present in  thi s  area for some 
ti me before its d i scovery given that 
it appeared to have already cstab
l i shed a feeding territory. 

The Roseate Spoon b i l l  remain
ed i n  these !loodccl cornfie lds near 
Vandal ia from 22 June 2003 unti l 
at l east 8 J u ly 2003 . D uring th is  
t ime frame, many people were 
able to add this species to their state 
l i st wh i le it stayed in  th i s  un l ike ly 
sett ing.  

On 1 4  July 2003 , Ti  rn othy 
Sp i res re located the immat ure 
Roseate Spoon bi 1 1  i n  much m ore 
suitab le  habitat than the flooded 
corn fie lds of Vandal ia .  H i s  s ighting 
took p lace i n  a section of the Carlyl e  
Lake Wi ldl i fe M anagement A rea 
know n  as Park ing Lot #2 , wh ich i s  
north of and  adjacent to  Carly le  
Lnkc in  Fayette County. The spoon
b i l l  l i kely fol lowed the Kaskaskia 
River from Vandal ia to th is  complex 
or  sub-impoundments. Parki ng Lot 
1+2 �rnd the surrounding sections of 
the Carlyle Lake Wi ld l i fe Manage
ment Area possessed a l::irgc amount 
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A .f irs t-year Roseate Spuonhill 

preens in u .flooded cornfield near 

Vi111dalia in Fayette Coun(JI. ] 5 June 

]003. This is the .first accepted 

record o/ this .IJJecie.1· . fi11·  Illinois. 
Photo hy Travis A .  Muhan. 

of sha l low poo l s  wit h  extensive 
m udflats that prov ided the spoonbi l  I 
and other waders with adequate 
feeding opportun i t ies .  Leroy 
H arrison and others l ast saw the b ird 
at Park ing Lot #3 on 1 6  August 
2003 . 

I l l i no i s '  Roseate Spoonb i l l  was 
not the only individual to v is i t  the 
M idwest. In fact, I l l ino i s  was one of 
a few M idwestern stales that record
ed the species during the summer o f  
2003 . M i ssouri recorded o n e  
Roseate Spoonb i l l  from 30 June t o  2 
July  2003 i n  Boone County east of 
Col umbia  ( Dinsmme 2004) .  Kansas 
b i rders tal l i ed m u lt ip le records of 
the species, which inc luded three 
separate counties. The first Kansas 
sighting was of a second-year bird 
on 29 June 2003 at H argi s  Lake, 
Barber County. Hargis  Lake is posi
tioned in the south-central section of 
the stcite and i s  close to the Great 
Sa l l  P la ins  in Ok lahoma .  Th i s  
immature spoonbi l l  was  last report
ed on l 9 Ju ly 2003 , but given the 
area 's infrequent b i rd ing  activity, the 
b i rd rn<1y have remained for a l onger 
period of t i me .  The other Kansas 
sight ings took p l ace at Cheyenne 
Bottoms W i l d l i fe A rca ( Barton 
County)  and Quiv i ra N at iona l  

Wi ld l i le Rc l'uge ( S ta fford C o u n t y )  
B e t  ween I ( ) . I  u l y and 3 A ugust 2003 , 
one to two second-year Roscat�c 
Spoonbi l l s  were reported rrnm these 
wet l ands ( pcrs . comm. I'. .i<rnzcn ) .  
Due to the  prox imity o l' t hese two 
locat ions,  the reports may have 
i nvo l ved back-and- forth movement 
of the same i nd iv i d u a l .  Other 
reg iona l spoonb i l l  s i ght i ngs during 
the summer of 2003 occurred in 
A rkansas ( Purri ngton 2004 ) ,  
Oklahoma ( G rzybowsk i and S i l cock 
2004) and Ten n essee. 

On 26  Septem ber 2003 , a 
Roseate Spoonb i l l was reported by 
Jeff Chapman i n  W i l l  County, 
I l l i no is .  The bird was l ocated in  
fl ight on a day marked w ith strnng 
wi nds from the south. Under favor
able winds,  spoonb i l l s  may make 
their way into 1 1 1  inois as post-breed
ing wanderers. Spoonbi l l s  h ave been 
recorded in Iowa and Missouri i n  
recent years as products o f  post
breeding d i spersal .  Though 2003 
was an extraordi nary year for 
vagrants, a Roseate Spoonbi l l  i s  
l i kely t o  make future appearances i n  
1 1  l i no is .  
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A record count of Mississippi  Kites 
in  Southern I l l inois 

with notes on other I l l inois high counts, 

prey items and breeding areas 

On 24 May 2003 Sheryl De Vore 
and l recorded M i ssissippi  K i tes 
(lcti11a 1nississippiensis) in unusual
ly l arge numbers, main ly  at two 
locations in A lexander County, 
I l l ino i s .  W h i l e  observ ing three 
B lack-necked Sti lts along I l l i nois 
Route 3,  j ust west of where I l l inois  
Route 3 turns west toward Horse
shoe Lake Conservation Area (and 
cont i n ues north as I l l i nois Route 
1 27) ,  1 8  M i ssi ssippi Kites appeared 
over the flooded, fal low field on 
the north side of the road. They 
first came as singles and then 
i n  small groups unti l a 1 1  were 
cr isscross ing back and forth 
over the field and nearby bot
tomland forest .  The b i rds 
appeared to be hawking insects, 
and one chased a dragon fly. A 
few t imes b i rds flew i n  a steep, 
fast stoop toward the ground 
after aerial i n sect prey, b ut they 
captured most of the ir  prey by 
cours i ng  back and forth across 
the field in a series of fl ap and 
gl i de fl ights. Most if not all of 
the birds appeared to be in adult 
breedi ng  p l umage. A l though 
areas j ust to the cast and west of 
this  location are known to have 
one or two breeding pairs of 
k i tes most years, th is  number of 
kites at th i s  locat i on is unprece
dented. 

Continu ing northwestward 
approximately 1 3  mi les along 

Mississippi /(ife pair al Thehes. 

] 7  May ! YlW  Note the hird on 

the leji hus a handed tail i11£li

cuting it is a suhadult. Photo by 

Eric Walters. 
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They first came as singles 

and then in small groups 

unti l all were crisscrossing 

back and forth over the 

field and nearby bottom

land forest . . .  this number 

of kites at this location 

is unprecedented. 

by Steven D. Bailey 

1 1 1  inois Route 3 to Thebes, l l l inois 
(also in A lexander Co.) ,  we noted a 
s ingle kite soaring right above the 
smal l town, located on a wooded 
bl uff above and immediately east of 
the M i ssiss ippi River. Upon leaving 
town to the north, we were amazed 
to see a large flock of kites kiting 
back and forth, right above the east 
bank of the river. Al though it was 
difficult to count the birds as they 
freely mingled with one another and 

constantly cr isscrossed back 
and forth among each other, we 
noted at l east 65 birds at this 
one locat ion .  Upon getti ng out 
of our car at a small parking lot 
right .: dong the edge of the river, 
we immediately noticed that 
there was a very l a rge hatch-out 
of some type of flying insect. 
The rocks a long the edge of the 
river were l iterally covered with 
these insects, which were later 
identified by entomolog ist  Ed 
DcWalt of the I l l inois N atura l 
H i story S urvey a s  Hydrop.1yche 
hidens, a type of net-sp inn ing 
caddisfly, which i s  widely dis
tr ibuted and fairly common in 
I l l i no i s .  These insects were 
everywhere here, with many 
constantly l anding on our 
clothes as we ll as on and in my 
car. Thousands to ten s  of thou
sands were on the surrounding 
gro und and veget;1 t ion . This 
was undoubtedly what the k ites 
were feeding on, although the 
birds were feeding h igh enough 
( 1 25-250 feet) that all we cou ld 
see were the b irds grabbing 
someth ing very sma l l  in their 
feet and bringing it up to their 
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beaks to cat . The b irds made Lheir 
way a long the edge of the river, 
north along and across Route 3 for 
about 200 yards or so, before work
ing their way back sO LLth and d isap
pearing.  

We saw one addit ional  k i te 
approx imately 1 7  m i l es l'arthcr 
north along the C lear Creek D itch 
Levee Road, at the ir  tradit ional  
breeding area on the U nion County 
State Wildl ife Refuge, for a one-day 
total of 84 M i ssissippi Kites. The 
c losest area with flocks th is large or 
l arger have been in  northwestern 
Tennessee at Reelfoot Lake where 
80 b i rds were seen (see Evans 
1 98 1  ) ,  and 1 97 birds farther south 
in Tennessee at I s land 1 3  on the 
M i ssissi ppi River ( Robinson 1 990). 
H owever, foraging flocks of more 
than 25 birds are not unusual at any 
t ime of the year, i ncluding during 
the breeding season ( Parker 1 999) .  
Evans ( 1 98 I )  noted that foraging 
groups of k ites in  southern I l l i nois 
often form spontaneously from 
birds arriving in  a l l  d irections, and 
flocks d issipate after feeding over a 
location for 30 to 50 m i n utes. She 
noted flocks over hay fields as they 
were harvested as well as forests as 
they were logged.  The k ites were 
seemingly feed ing  on the insects 
fl ushed by these di sturbances. 

Thebes kites 

Interestingly, I also had a flock 
of 52  kites at the Thebes location on 
9 M ay 2003 , j ust two weeks earli er. 
This is apparently a regular gather
ing  point for flocks of th i s  species; 
Sheryl DeYore and I a lso witnessed 
a group of 35 kites at the exact same 
Thebes locat ion along the M i ss
i ss ippi River on 28 M ay 2000, and 1 
had a flock of 1 3  there on I 3 J un e  
I 999. The normal arrival t ime in  
spring i n  I l l i nois for thi s  species i s  
the last week i n  Apri l or first week 
in May. As few pai rs nest much 
farther north in I l l i noi s ,  such l arge 
gatherings on May 9th are l i kely 
made up mai n ly of  l ocal breeders. 
I have noticed singles and smal l 
groups in the Thebes area yearly 
during the breeding season for 
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severa I years ( I 990-2003 ) wh i I c 

conduct ing research i n  the area, 
and E vans ( I  98 I )  I i sted Thebes G ap 
( approxi mately 0 . 8  mi le  south o f  
Thebes )  a s  t h e  secon d g reatest 
breed ing concentration of k ites in 
southern I l l i no is  with 1 6  birds 
recorded there in I 98 1 ( w h i c h  
included 1 4  birds there o n  4 J une 
made up of an estimated breedin g  
popu lation o f  s i x  pairs including 
two actual , one s uspected, and four 
potential pairs) .  Breeding  was l ast 
documented i n  the Thebes area on 
27 M ay 1 989 ,  when five birds 
i ncluding two pai rs and a nest ( l i ke
ly with eggs) being i ncubated were 
located one mi le  south of Thebes 
(E .  Walters, pers . comm. ;  see photo) .  
I nterestingly, t h i s  pair consi sted of 
one subadult  and one adult;  the 
photo shows the subadult on the left 
with the tel ltale banded tai I . Other 
flocks of these b i rds found in this 
general location incl ude 2 3  b i rds on 
29  M ay 1 999 (Clyne 1 999), 1 6  on 
I 0 June I 994 ( Kl een 1 995) ,  8 on 8 
June 1 997  ( Kl een I 998) and 7 on 2 5  
J u ne 1 993 (Kleen 1 994) .  One was 
seen from thi s  location as early as 
27 April 2000 (Clyne 2000).  

B reeding area 

high counts 
Most other state h igh counts 

come from the U n i on County 
Refuge, usually cons idered the main 
breed ing location in  l l l ino is  ( i ncl ud
ing 3 6% of all known nesting birds, 
est imated at 40 birds and 1 5  pairs 
in 1 98 I [ Evans I 98 1 ]  ). Foraging 
flocks o f 3 6  and 39 birds were noted 
at Union County Refuge in  J une 
1 97 7  ( Hardi n ct a l .  1 977 ,  Robinson 
1 996) ,  and 3 5  and 40 b i rds at U nion 
County Refuge in  the summers of 
1 980  and 1 98 1 ,  respectively, ( Evans 
I 98 I ) , with more recent maximum 
counts of kites there of 2 1  b irds on 6 
.J u ly 1 988 ( K leen 1 989),  22 on 24 
June 1 999 ( Brock 1 999), and 4 1  
bi rds on 2 1  M ay 1 994 (Chapel 
I 994). Other l a rge, s ingle-site max
imum counts inc lude 26 bi rds (adult 
and immature ) at O l ive B ra nch 
( near Horseshoe Lake Conservation 
Arca in Alexander County )  on 29 

J u ly 1 995 ( Kleen 1 996) ,  20 b irds at 
Oakwood Bottoms ( J ackson 
County. ) ,  1 8  J une,  1 999 ( K l een  
2000 ) ,  ::111d I 0 b i rds a t  Pomona 
( Jackson County) on I 8 May 2002 
(Clyne 2002) .  M n ny of these l i kely 
i nvolve s ingle-flock foraging groups 
on or birds very near their breeding 
areas. Large feeding aggregations 
;:ire common during the summer 
breeding season over this species '  
range including flocks of 50- 1 00 
b irds noted i n  M ississ ippi  and 75-80 
birds i n  A rkansas (James and Neal 
1 986, Turcotte and Watts I 999). As 
many as 3 6  have been seen in  s uch 
flocks at the northern edge of their 
breed i ng range i n  North Carolina 
( Bolen and Flores I 993) .  

The only other places other than 
the Thebes area, Pomona area and 
Un ion County Refuge, where th i s  
species has bred with any regularity 
in  recent years is along the Cache 
River j ust east of Horseshoe Lake 
Conservation Area, i n  A l exander 
County, Horseshoe Lake Conser
vation Area, near ( in?) Trai l  of Tears 
State Forest ( Un ion County), Oak
wood B ottoms,  Cypress Creek 
N at ional Wi ld l ife Refuge ( P ulaski 
County) ,  M ermet Lake Con ser
vation Area, Fort M assac State Park 
and M etropo l i s  ( i n  tow n ;  pers. 
com m .  F. B en nett )  in Massac 
County, in  the Heron Pond-Little 
Black  S lough State N atural Area 
and G rassy S l o ugh Preserve 
(Johnson County ) ,  and at Ft. Kas
kaskia State H i storic S ite ( i ncluding 
Rei ly Lake; sec Evans 1 98 1 )  i n  
Randolph County. M ost if  not a l l  of  
these locations on ly  i nvolved one  to 
three pairs .  Scattered pairs breed or 
may breed occasionally as far north 
along the M ississ ippi  River as Long 
I s land north of Quincy ( Adams 
County),  and Red 's Landing ( Cal
houn  County) n n d  Stump Lake 
(Jersey County) along the I l l inois 
River. B irds are occasionally noted 
in summer a long the M issi ssippi 
River at the St. M ary 's River mouth 
;:ind near Turkey Blu ffs State Fish 
and W i ld l i fe A rea near Chester 
( Randolph County ) .  Southern Alex
ander County s ites th;:it formerly had 
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substantial breeding populations in
cluded both Bumgard Island in the 
Missi ssippi River south of Horse
shoe Lake ( 1 6  birds including one 
nest, 6 pairs and one nesting pair ) 
and Dogtooth Bend (Island) (7  
birds, estimate of 3 nesting pairs) in  
1 980-8 1 (Evans 1 98 1  ) .  (These latter 
areas should be checked to see if 
these former populations sti l l  exist 
there. )  In fact, 95% of Mississippi 
Kite sightings during Evans's 1 980-
8 1  study occurred between the 
town of Ware in Union Co. and the 
Dogtooth B end (Is land) area 111 

southern Alexander County. 

Interestingly, breeding birds i n  
areas nearest t o  Illinois with regular 
breeding populations are all very 
close to the southern Il l inois breed
ing population, and large foraging 
flocks noted in extreme southern 
l l l inois (e.g.  the Thebes area), could 
be made up at least partially from 
these nearby "out-of-state" breeding 
populations. Kentucky's first actual 
nest was j ust recently found (Brock 
2000), although the species is con
sidered to be a regular, but local , 
breeding resident in smal l numbers 
from Bal lard County ( 1 2 pairs) 
south to Fulton County along the 
Mississippi River floodplain at the 
extreme southwestern edge of the 
state (Evans 1 9 8 1 ;  Monroe, Jr. 
1 994; Palmer-Ball ,Jr. 1 996). Counts 
of at least 30 birds have been tallied 
in mid-June at the Kentucky portion 
of Reelfoot Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge (Monroe, Jr. 1 994 ) , where 
the only nest was found. The B allard 
County Wildlife Management Area 
population is j ust across from 
Pulaski County, Il l inoi s and the 
nesting populations there along the 
Cache River. The thin Missouri 
breeding population is mostly 
restricted to the southeastern "boot" 
area including Marquette Island on 
the Mississippi River near Cape 
Girardeau (very close to Illinois' 
main population), with other smal l 
groups that have been at least sus
pected of nesting at B ig Oak Tree 
State Park (Mississippi County), 
west and north to M ingo National 
Wildl ife Refuge and Ted Shanks 
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Wildlife Area (Pike County), and 
occasionally i n  the St. Louis area 
(Evans 1 98 1 ;  Robbins and Easterla 
1 992 ). High counts for Missouri are 
rather small, including 1 8  (5 adult, 
13 subadult) birds near New Madrid 
(New Madrid County) along the 
M ississippi River (Robbins and 
Easterla l 992 ) , although a count of 
300 birds on 1 6  May 1 99 1  at the 
same location, if correct, is excep
tional (Jacobs and Wilson 1 997). 
There are on ly one-to-two known 
pairs of breeding kites i n  Indiana, 
at Lincoln State Park ( Spencer 
County) along the Ohio River, with 
at least six birds seen there during 
the summer of 1 999 (Brock 1 999, 
Castrale et al 1 998).  

Kite food 
B eetles, leaf11oppers and grass

hoppers are by far the most impor
tant prey species (Parker 1 999, 
Robinson 1 957 ,  Skinner 1 962),  
though dragonflies and both annual 
( Tihicen sp. )  and periodic (Mugi
cicada sp. )  cicadas (especially peri
odic) are often given as a prey 
species (J ames and Neal 1 986 ,  
Parker 1 999, Turcotte and Watts 
1 999, Wischusen 1 998), i ncluding 
these kites feeding on periodi c 
cicadas in such out-of-range areas 
as Virginia and New York state 
(Bolen and Flores 1 993,  Levine 
1 998) .  Here in Ill inois, four to nine 
kites (all subadults), appeared far 
north of any established breeding 
population in ll l inois and were 
probably there to take advantage 
of a large emergence of periodic 
cicadas in Vermilion County in east
central lllinois, at Kennekuk County 
Park, staying from late May until 
23 June 1 987, feeding almost ex
c lusively on the cicadas (Kleen 
1 988,  pers. comm. M. Campbell ) .  
Cicadas, when abundant, seem to 
be an i mportant part of the species 
diet over most of the species' range. 
B ent ( 1 93 7) mentions this bird's 
fondness for cicadas, and in Ari 
zona, one estimate of 700,000 of 
these insects per I 00 acres was 
made in riparian forest where peri
odic cicadas formed 7 1 °/c, of the 

food that these kites delivered to 
their young (Bolen and Flores 
1 993 ). 

Parker ( 1 999) does not mention 
caddisflies in his list of insect prey 
from 24 studies across the species 
range. However insects from eight 
orders including beetles ( Cole
optera ) , leafl10ppers and cicadas 
(Homoptera),  grasshoppers and 
crickets ( Orthoptera), butterfl i es 
and moths (lepidoptera),  ants 
(T-fyrnenoptera), dragon and dam
selflies (Odonata), bugs (Hemipteru), 
and flies (Diptera) are on his l ist. 
Hardin et al. ( 1 977) and Evans 
( 1 98 1 )  in studi es conducted at 
Union County Refuge and i n  
A lexander County in southern 
I l l inois noted kites feeding on 
grasshoppers, beetles, cicadas, drag
onflies, katydids (Ens(fera) and but
terflies, as well as toads and frogs. 
During one afternoon, one adult fed 
six grasshoppers to a fledgling in 
twelve minutes (Hardin et al . 1 977). 
Skinner ( 1 962) referring to the feed
ing habits of Mississippi Kites in 
Alabama, states that an average of 
ten kites fed together at any one 
time and that there was a general 
tendency for a l l  of the kites in the 
area to feed at the same time and for 
all to disappear at the same time, 
which is my impression regarding 
the way that large flocks of this 
species in Illinois feed. 

Although my first instinct was 
to think of the large numbers that I 
have seen in past years in May and 
the 2003 extraordinary aggregation 
as migrant flocks, the lateness of 
the date and the fact that few 
M ississippi Kites breed farther 
north, argues more toward an 
ephemeral association of birds that 
have already arrived on their breed
ing territories. It would be interest
ing to know for sure if these are all 
breeding with in a few miles or arc 
individuals coming from far and 
wide to take advantage of a tempo
rary, bounteous supply of emerging 
insects such as mayflies, midges, 
cicadas and in thi s instance, appar
ently caddisflies. 
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Subadult birds: nest 

helpers an d wan derers 

It is also interesting  that these 
large groups of k i tes often contain at 
l east a few subadult birds, easi ly 
detected by the pale-banded tail and 
d isti ngui shable in  fl ight from the 
adult 's jct black tai l .  Unfortunately, 
the bright sunl ight and the n umber 
of fast-moving birds in the group of 
65 seen at Thebes on 24 May 2003, 
kept us from noting exactly how 
many birds might have been sub
adults, but in the flock of 52 on 9 
M ay 2003 at that l ocation, we saw 
a m inimum of five subadu lts i n  
that group. 

Immature b i rds apparently often 
arrive somewhat l ater than adults 
and depart about a month earl ier at 
their southern l l l inois breeding s i tes 
(Evans 1 98 1  ) .  Further, most sub
adu lts departed there as the young 
from adult pairs were fledging and 
food supplies became critical, which 
could expl ai n  the appearance of 
subadults in non-breeding areas far
ther north i n  I l l inois  in J une and 
July. This would be especially true 
in years when food supplies are low 
on the breeding grounds or when 
s uperabundant, eas i ly procured 
sources of food (e .g. periodic cicada 
outbreaks) appear el sewhere. 
J nterestingly, many vagrant birds 
both outside of their normal range i n  
I l l inois a n d  elsewhere are s ubadult 
birds i ncluding the only M ississippi 
Kite that I have seen in  central 
l l linois, at the M iddlefork State F ish 
and Wi ld l i fe Area in Verm i l i on 
County on 27 M ay 1 99 1 ,  as well 
as the aforementioned Kennekuk 
County Park birds. Periodic cicada 
outbreaks tend to peak in M ay (pers. 
obs . ) ,  and would provide a boun
teous food supply for young kites 
not attached to a nest, and birds that 
are forced to leave later in the nest
ing cycle wou ld explain vagrant, 
subadult kite records north of their 
l l l inois breeding range, such as the 
subadult b i rd at Spri ngfield on 4-9 
J une  1 998 ( Kleen 1 999 ) .  These 
subadul t  b irds have frequently been 
documented as helping pairs of 
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other ad u l t  k i tes at the i r  nests .  
Adu l ts are apparently pa ired upon 
their arrival at their southern JI l i no is 
breed ing l ocations and in other 
areas or the ir  range ( Evans 1 98 1  ) . 

Nest bui ld ing typi cally occurred 
between 9 May-4 June (Evans 1 98 1  ) .  
One or two subadults often associat
ed with each nesti ng pair of adults 
and shared in  nest defense ( Evans 
1 98 1  ) .  Subadul ts have occasiona l ly 
been known to breed s uccessfully 
with adu lts as wel l  ( Parker 1 974). 

Acknowledgments 

I would l ike to thank Frank 
Bennett and Eric Walters for provid
ing me with their unpublished notes 
on kites from southern l l l inois ,  as 
wel l  as Eric 's photo of the nesting 
pair at Thebes. I am also i ndebted to 
my colleague Ed De Wal t  at the 
l l l inois Natural History Survey for 
making the identifi cation of the 
cadc\ isfl ies I col l ected at Thebes.  

Literature Cited 

Bent, A.C.  1 937 .  L i fe histories 
of North American birds of prey. 
Part I .  U .S .  N at iona l  M u seum 
Bul let in 1 67 .  409 pp. 

Bolen, E .G . ,  and D. L .  Flores. 
1 99 3 .  The M i ss i s sippi  Ki te .  
University of Texas Press, Austin .  
1 1 5 pp. 

Brock, K.J. 1 999. Midc\lewestern 
prairie region . North American 
B i rds 53:  39 1 -394. 

____ . 2000. M iddlwestern 
pra ir ie  region .  N orth American 
Birds 54:  387-390. 

Castra le ,  J S . ,  E . M .  Hopkins ,  
and C .  E .  Kel ler. 1 998 .  Atlas of 
breeding b irds of Indiana.  Indiana 
Department of N atural Resources, 
I ndianapo l i s .  388  pp. 

Chapel,  R. 1 994. Field Notes:  
The 1 994 spri ng  season. 
M eadowlark 3:  1 43- 1 5 8 .  

Clyne, P. R .  1 999. Field Notes: 
The 1 999 spri ng migration . 
M eadowlark 8 :  1 45- 1 5 8 .  

. 2000. F ie ld N otes: 
The 2000 spri ng  m i grat ion .  
Meadowlark 9 :  1 4 1 - 1 5 8 .  

. 2002. F ie l d  Notes:  
The 2002 spring  m i grat i o n .  
M eadowlark I I :  1 44- 1 58 .  

Evans, S .A .  1 98 1 .  Ecology and 
behav ior of  the M i ss i ss i pp i  l(ite 
( /clinia 1ni.1·.1·issip11ie11sis) in south
ern l l l i no i s .  M aster 's Thes is ,  
Southern I l l i no i s  U n iversi ty, 
Carbondale.  I 1 6  pp. 

H ardin ,  M . E. ,  J .W. H ardin ,  and 
W. D. K l imstra. 1 977 .  Observations 
of nesting M i ss i ss ipp i  Kites m 

southern I l l i nois .  Transact ions of 
the I l l i no i s  State Academy of 
Sciences 70 :  3 4 1 -348. 

Jacobs, B. ,  and J D. Wi l son .  
1 997.  M i ssouri breeding b i rd atlas, 
1 986- 1 992 .  Mi ssouri Department 
of Conservati on , N atural H i story 
Series no. 6. 430 pp. 

James, D .A . ,  and J .C .  
1 986 .  Arkansas b i rds.  
U nivers i ty of Arkansas 
Fayettev i l l e .  402 pp. 

N e a l .  
The 

Press, 

Kleen , V M. 1 988 .  Field Notes: 
The breedi ng season. J l l inois B i rds 
and B i rding 4: 1 1 - 1 8 . 

1 9 89 .  Field 
Notes :  Breeding season . I l l i no is  
B irds and B irding 5 :  1 3 -20. 

1 994.  F ie ld  
Notes :  1 993 breed ing season . 
M eadowlark 3 :  24-40. 

1 995 .  F ie ld 
Notes: The 1 994 breeding season . 
M eadowlark 4: 25-40. 

1 996 .  F ie ld 
Notes: 1 995 breeding season report. 
M eadowlark 5: 27-40. 

1 99 8 .  Field 
Notes: The 1 997 breeding season 
report. Meadowlark 7: 28-40. 

1 999.  Field 
Notes :  The 1 998 breeding season 
report. Meadowl ark 8: 26-40. 

2000.  F ie ld  
Notes: The 1 999 breeding season 
report. M eadowlark 9: 25-40. 

Levine E .  eel. 1 998.  B u l l 's b irds 
of N ew York State . Cornel l  
University Press, Ithaca. 622  pp. 

Monroe, B . L . ,  J r. 1 994 . The 
b irds of Kentucky. Indiana Univer
s ity Press, B loomington .  1 45 pp. 

13 



Palmer- Ball, B.L. ,  Jr. 1 996. The 
Kentucky breeding bird atlas. The 
University Press of Kentucky, 
Lexington. 3 72 pp. 

Parker, J.W. 1 974. The breeding 
biology of the Mississippi Kite in 
the Great P lains. Ph.D. dissertation, 
Un iversity of Kansas, Lawrence. 
207 pp. 

____ . 1 999. Mississippi 
Kite (Ictinia m ississippiensis). In 
The B irds of North America, No.  
402 (A.Poole and F. Gil l ,  eds . ) .  The 
B i rds of North America, Tnc . ,  
Philadelphia, PA. 

Robbins, M . B . ,  and D.A.  
Easterla. 1 992. B irds of Missouri. 
University of M issouri Press, 
Columbia. 399 pp. 

Robinson, J.C. 1 990. An anno
tated checklist of the birds of 
Tennessee. The University of 
Tennessee Press, Knoxvil le .  274 pp. 

Robinson, T.S .  1 957 .  Notes on 
the development of a brood of 
M ississippi Kites in Barber County, 
Kansas. Transactions of the Kansas 
Academy of Sciences 60: 1 74- 1 80. 

Robinson, W. D. 1 996. Southern 
l l l inois B irds.  Southern I l l inois 
University Press, Carbondale.  432 
pp. 

Skinner, R.W. 1 962 .  Feeding 
habits of the Mississippi Kite. Auk 
79:273-274. 

Turcotte, W.H . ,  and D.L. Watts. 
1 999. B irds of Mississipp i .  
University Press of Mi ssissippi, 
Jackson. 455 pp. 

Wischusen, E .W. 1 998 .  Rates of 
open-field  foraging by the 
Missi ssippi Kite (lctinia Mississip
piensis). Journal of Raptor Research 
32 :  246-247.  

1 4  

- Steven D. Bailey 
Illinois Natural History Survey 

607 E. Peabody 
Champaign, IL 6 1 820 

sdbailey@mai l . inhs.uiuc.edu 

Eurasian Col lared-Doves 

in a River Forest backyard 

with notes on a juveni le  

The Eurasian Collared-Dove 
(Streptopelia decaocto) manifested 
an impressive range expansion out 
of India and throughout Europe in 
the early 1 900s (Smith 1 987). It 
was introduced in the B ahamas in 
the 1 970s and expanded without 
assistance into Florida in the 1 980s 
( Smith 1 987). This initial expan
sion into the continental United 
States went largely unnoticed, due 
to the Eurasian Collared-Dove 's 
resemblance to feral populations of 
Ringed Turtle-Doves (Streptopelia 
risoria) found in the state of Flor
ida (Hochachka, 1 998) .  By the 
mid- l 980s, however, birders real
ized that they were witnessing yet 
another rapid and wide-reaching 
range expansion of the Eurasian 
Collared-Dove. 

The first documented ll linois 
sighting of Eurasian Collared-Dove 
was in southern T l l inois in 1 997 and 
the first Chicagoland records (mul
tiple locations) were in 1 998 .  A 
mixed flock of Streptopelia doves, 
including hybrids, has existed in 
the Joliet area since 1 982, and is 
bel i eved to be the result of released 
birds ( Bohlen 1 998) .  The arrival of 

A highly likely juvenile Eurasian 

Collared-Dove. 2Y June 2003. River 

Forest, Cook County. Photo by Jill 

Anderson. 

by Jill Anderson 

. . .  The juveni le bird had 

bluish feet (not pink) , a 

barely discernible collar, 

and overall pale coloring. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove in my sub
urban backyard in River Forest, 
Cook County, occurred 2 1  May 
1 998.  Following historical prece
dent, I initially misidentified the 
two large doves as Ringed Turtle
Doves; a flock of introduced Ringed 
Turtle-Doves reside approximately 
six miles away, in and around the 
Brookfield Zoo (Bent 1 997). 

The excitement over the 
Eurasian Collared-Doves' nesting 
attempts at The M agic Hedge 
(Montrose) in Chicago a few weeks 
later led to a reassessment of my 
identification. After studying the 
pair at Montrose, I concluded I had 
seen Eurasian Col lared-Doves, not 
Ringed Turtle-Doves, in my back
yard. The backyard birds were close 
to Rock P igeon in size. They had 
dark primaries and grey undertail 
coverts. Subsequent backyard sight
ings occurred in September 1 998 
and Decem ber 200 1 ,  when two 
birds appeared at Christmas-time. 
These birds became regular back
yard visitors throughout the w inter. 
One bird was kil led by a neighbor's 
cat in April 2002. The remaining 
bird demonstrated courtship behav
i or toward M ourning Doves in 
spring 2002, but narrowed its atten
tion to a Ringed Turtle-Dove that 
appeared in early June 2002. l was 
able to get excellent comparison 
views of the two Streptopelia doves 
at that time, including the distinc
tive, 3-syllable "kuk-KOOOO-kook" 
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cal l -note of the Eurasian Col lared
Dove for the first t ime.  Within two 
days, a second Ringed Turtle- Dove 
appeared, and s uccessfully wooed 
the first R inged Turtle-Dove away. 
Ringed Turt le-Doves now appear 
infrequently in my backyard, wh i le 
the Eurasian Co l l ared-Dove i s  a reg
ular v i sitor to the backyard feeders. 
The max imum count for Eurasian 
Collared-Doves in my yard i s  four, 
seen 8 November 2002 . Two b irds 
overwintered in 2002-03, and began 
courtsh ip disp l ays and calls in 
spring 2003 . 

In early April 2003 , the b irds 
were seen singly, then resumed 
paired-feeding in late Apri l .  A third 
Eurasian Collared-Dove arrived in 
early M ay 2003 , but was repeatedly 
chased from the yard by one of the 
paired b irds. I intermittently saw 
one, two or three adult Eurasian 
Collared-Doves throughout th is  
t ime. 

On 29 June 2003, I observed an 
adult Eurasian Collared-Dove with a 
juvenile b ird. The j uveni le  bird had 
blui sh feet (not p ink) a barely dis
cernible collar, and overall pale col
oring. The primaries were not 
noticeably darker than the rest of the 
wing. A review of juvenile Eurasian 
Collared-Dove descriptions in 
"Birds of Europe" (Mullarney et al .  
1 999) and a drawing in " Birds of 
Britain and Europe" (Heinze] et a l .  
I 995 ) suggested these identifying 
marks were consi stent with a j uve
nile Eurasian Collared-Dove. The 
juvenile was observed in the pres
ence of one adult  for three days, 
during which t ime its feet took on a 
dark pinkish cast. The juvenile was 
never observed in the presence of 
two adult  Eurasian Col lared-Doves, 
and was observed feeding alone 
after three days. On 6 July 2003 , a 
R inged Turtle-Dove appeared in the 
yard, seemingly pai red with a 
Eurasian Col lared-Dove. Although 
only paired Euras ian Col l ared
Doves were seen prior to the juve
n i l e 's arriva l ,  the fact that the 
juvenile was not seen with both 
parents, and hybridization between 
the two species o ften occurs ( Roma
gosa and McEneaney 1 999), the 
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poss ib i l i ty of a hybrid bird can
not be e l im inated. According to 
Romagosa and McEneaney ( 1 997), 
hybrids exhibit  a frustrating combi
nation of  fie ld  marks, and arc best 
di stingu i shed by underta i l  pattern 
and voi ce .  On Ringed Turtle-Doves 
and hybrids, the black does not 
extend to the outer web of the outer 
rectrix, and does not extend distal ly 
on the outer tail feathers, as i s  seen 
in the Euras i an Col l ared-Dove 
( Romagosa and McEneaney 1 999) .  
Additionally, even if  a hybrid i s  
able to  create the three-syllable call ,  
which most cannot, i t  cannot sustain 
the call more than once, and wi I I 
revert back to a combination of the 

Eurasian Collared-Dove. 6 

Ju(v 2003. River Forest, Cook 

County. Photo by Jill Anderson. 

two cal I s  on i ts second attempt 
( Romagosa and M cEneaney 1 999) .  

The juvenile b ird has not been 
seen since 9 July 2003 . Considering 
that Eurasian Collared-Doves are 
capable of rai sing multiple broods 
per year when food sources are 
predictable ( Romagosa and McEne
aney, 1 999), the likelihood of wit
ness ing additional nesting successes 
at this location ,  as wel l  as hybridi
zation, i s  high. 

The Euras ian Collared-Doves 
are frequently observed feed ing 
with M ourning Doves, although no 
trans-species courtsh ip behav ior 
was noted in 2003 . There h as been 
concern that Mourning Dove popu
lat ions will decrease as Eurasi an 
Collared-Doves become establ i sh
ed .  Th is  trend has not yet been 
observed in  my backyard. The year 
2003 , in fact, was a banner year for 
Mourning Doves, with 33 adul ts 
observed in early spring and more 
than I 5 juveni les observed in June. 

The habitat i n  my sub urban 
neighborhood consists or mature 
trees, phone/electrical l ines, and a 
rai lway embankment borderi ng the 
back of residenti a l  properties .  The 
Euras i an Col l ared-Doves favored 
power l i nes, an oak tree and a l arge 
pendulous spruce tree as frequent 
perching spots . A nest was never 
located although the b i rds entered 
the yard from the north, in the vicin
ity of the spruce. 

Eurasian Col lared-Doves were 
noted to successfully breed within 
two years of establishing new s i tes 
in Europe (Smith 1 987) .  This time 
frame i s  consistent with my back
yard observations. l only hope that 
Smith ( 1 987) is wrong when he 
refers to the Eurasian-Collared 
Dove as "the new grey starl ing", as 
1 expect to study m ore j uveniles, as 
well  as hybrid Strcptopel ia,  in the 
near future. 
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Lark Sparrow nests in DuPage County 

after 8 0-year absence 

June 22, 2003 : A t  Greene Val
l ey Forest Preserve in DuPage 
County, nesting sparrows are sprin
kled through the fields as are stars 
and planets in the night sky. And 
just as a p l anet shines a l i ttle 
brighter than a star, the sparrow 
with a glitter of white was a bright 
flash in a sea of brown and green. 1 
j umped off my bike and tried to find 
the bird that flushed j ust ahead, 
quickly fluttering into the grass 
once more. Then I noticed another 
flash of white - wide borders con
trasting with a broad black tail .  I 
got one more look as it walked 
through the short, sparse grass. The 
dramatic face pattern revealed its 
secret - i t  was a Lark Sparrow 
( Chondeste grammacus). Was it  
near a nest? It was certainly acting 
elusive. This was a very rare sight
ing at the end of June in DuPage 

Lark Sparrow in DuPage County. 

July 2003. Photo by Jerry Kumery. 
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County - and i t  wou ld  remain 
private for now, in the interest of 
potential nesting success. 

July 1 8, 2003 : B iking through 
Greene Valley, 1 am documenting 
breeding birds for the DuPage 
Forest Preserve District. The fie lds 
are alive with the begging calls of 
various fledglings. Passing through 
the area where I saw the Lark 
Sparrow a month ago, I again see 
that flash of white, only this time, 
two young follow the adult b i rd.  A 
j uvenile Brown-headed Cowbird is 
tagging along too, but I can't dis
cern if i t  is part of the same brood. 
The Lark Sparrow is far from sec
retive now, feeding its noisy fledg
l ings, and I report the sighting. 
Many DuPage birders see the spar
row family over the course of the 
next few weeks. 

August 2, 2003 : I make my last 
observation of the Lark Sparrow 
for this season as it sings from a 
h idden perch. 

by Melinda Born Chapman 

In colonial times, Lark Sparrow 
was strictly a western species. lts 
range expanded east as forests were 
cleared (Rising 1 996) . By the early 
1 900s, the bird started to become 
more common in the eastern part 
of the United States .  lt enjoyed that 
status for about three more decades, 
unti l its population started to 
decline in the 1 930s ( Rising 1 996). 

Scant information i s  avai lable 
on the Lark Sparrow's presence in 
DuPage County. Benjamin  T. 
Gault's county records state that the 
species was "a local and uncommon 
summer resident." In spring of 
1 922,  O.M. Schantz flushed a nest
ing pair near a woodland edge in the 
then-new Morton Arboretum (pers. 
comm. E. Walters) .  I was unable to 
find any other reference regarding 
Lark Sparrow breeding status in 
D uPage County after that date. A 
few Chicago (Cook County) records 
exist from the 1 920s, with mention 
that the birds used horsehair to l ine 
their nests. 

Bohlen ( 1 989) classifi es the 
species as a "locally common sum
mer resident in sand areas; rare 
summer resident elsewhere in the 
state." Lark Sparrows have an affin
ity for sand and poor soils. Kaufman 
( 1 996) indicates that the species i s  
declining east of  the Missi ssippi 
R iver, and states its habitat prefer
ence is open country, bare ground 
and brushy dry grasslands. 

The DuPage County Forest 
Preserve had recently done some 
restoration work in the l ocation 
where the Lark Sparrow settled. 
Invasive plant species were cleared, 
resulting in a more open shrub land, 
featuring prairie-type areas dotted 
with several l ines of trees. A gravel 
multi-purpose trail was also 
installed. The Lark Sparrow was 
sometimes seen foraging on this 
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trai l .  What attracted this species 
back to the county after an 80-year 
absence? It 's an interesting question 
to ponder, along with, wi J I  i t  appear 
again in 2004? 
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Edi fol' '.1· Note: A pair of Clay-col
ored Sparrows also nested in 
D uPage County the summer of 
2003, and were di scovered by Joe 
Suchecki . 

Yel low-headed Blackbird breeds 

at Hennepin and Hopper Lakes 

J n  the spring of 200 1 ,  The 
Wetlands Initiative, an I l l inois not
for-profit organization, turned off 
the pump that drained a 2,600-acre 
plot of l eveed agricultural fields 
along the l l linoi s R iver in Putnam 
County, and an amazing wetland 
was reborn. By the summer of 2002, 
birds had swarmed to the site, called 
Hennepin and Hopper Lakes, and 
breeding activities were confirmed 
for numerous species inc luding 
Pied-b i l led Grebe, American Coot, 
Ruddy D uck, B lue-winged Teal , and 
Northern Pintail .  

On 26 April 2003, during a TWl  
membersh ip meeting at the lakes, 
Doug Stotz, biologist with The Field 
Museum, was presenting a pro
gram when a male Ycl low-headed 
Blackbird (Xuntlwcephulus xuntho
cephalus) landed in a nearby tree 
and began calling. Doug lost his 
audience, but was placated by the 
fact that he could add a new spec ies 
to the site I ist. For the rest of the 
spring, several call ing males and 
occasional females were observed 
in a large stand of catta i l s  about 

Vic Bemrdi look this photo o( a 

Yello w-headed Blackhird in north 

eustern !lli11oi.1· H'ifhin the past 

seveml years. 
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one-fourth mi le north of the lake's 
observation tower and 1 00 yards off 
the eastern shore . 

As volunteer monitors of the 
wetland, Cindy McKee and 1 con
ducted a bird census there on 1 2  
July 2003 . Whi le working the shore
l ine of the small savannah in the 
center of the site, we observed a 
female Yellow-headed B lackbird fly 
into a shrub in an extensive stand of 
smartweed. On close inspection, we 
found the shrub contained five 
young Yel low-heads . While they 
were able to fly, they were still 
grouped together and begging for 
food indicat ing they were recently 

by John D. McKee 

fledged and confirming breeding at 
H ennepin and Hopper Lakes. 

This spectacular wetland/prairie 
restoration and its s urrounding 
woodlands have, in just 2 years, pro
duced a site l i st of more than 200 
species with more than 70 of them 
considered likely to breed or already 
confirmed as doing so. As this wet
lands complex continues to develop, 
increasing varieties of uncommon 
I l l inois nesters are sure to find a 
home there. For further information 
on The Wetlands Init iative and its 
activities you may visit its website at 
www.wetlands-initiative.org. 

The Yel low-headed Blackbird is 
endangered as a breeder in the state 
and confi ned mostly to northeastern 
l l linoi s .  The species breeds in h igh
quality marshes and has enjoyed a 
h igh rate of reproductive success 
in I l linois. Still i ts population is 
declining in the state and scientists 
are conducting studies to find out 
why (Ward 1 998).  
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Great Tits nest in McHenry County 

At the beginning of May 2003, 
friends, Bo  and Ginny McConnell, 
who l ive between Alden and 
H arvard, I l l inois in McHenry 
County called me about a strange 
bird in their yard. The next day a 
friend from Spring Grove, nearby, 
told me of a bird at her feeders the 
previous weekend that sounded very 
much tbe same.  Lo and behold 
another friend who l ives near Alden 
told me of a similar bird! Then Bo  
stopped by  my house to show me 
his diagram of the bird described 
as "chickadee sized . . .  but somewhat 
more slender with a black cap and 
bib. BUT the bib ran into a wide 
black band all the way down the 
center of the breast. And the breast 
was olive-green shading to yellow
ish. B ack the same color but even 
more dependent on the way the 
sun struck it. Wings brownish with 
tan wingbars." 

1 knew from trips to the B ritish 
Is les  that the b ird had to be a 
Great Tit (Parus major) so 1 referred 
everyone to a book on British Birds 
and pondered. Since the bird was 
still coming to the feeder daily, I 
was able to visit on 23 May 2003 
and get photos of a pair of Great Tits 
as they flew back and forth to the 
feeders for sunflower seeds. By now 
they had yellowed up considerably. 
They were not shy at all and fit in 
very well with the other chickadees 
and finches. 

1 8  

by Darlene Fiske 

Great Tit at a.feeder in McHenry County backyard. 

23 May 2003. Photos by Darlene Fiske. 

The pair remained through the 
summer and raised four young. Bo  
M cConnel l  of Harvard reported 
seeing six Great Tits at one time 
in her backyard, with two adults 
doting on the four young. The Great 
Tits likely nested in a tree cavity, 
although no one found the nest. 
Various residents visited the feeders 
regularly through the summer and 
into fall, although by December, the 
Great Tits came less frequently and 
singly, so it was harder to keep track 
of them, especially of the j uveniles. 

Jn about February 2004, no one 
was seeing the Great Tits at the site 
where they likely bred, but another 
report was given of a pair of Great 
Tits at a feeder about one mile away. 
Also at this feeder there appeared 
a Blue Tit (Parus caeruleus). 

By doing a lot of sleuthing I 
found that a gentleman in the area 
imports "exotic" birds especially 
from Europe. Either his cages are in 

need of repair or he is emulating 
the Wild Bird Societies of the early 
years of this century when starlings 
and English sparrows were released 
in the U.S. along with Shakespear
ean favorites like larks, linnets and 
nightingales. 

These members of the Tit family 
are certainly attractive, but so are 
other introduced species such as 
the European Starling that we now 
consider pests. 

- Darlene Fiske 
McHenry, Illinois 

curlewbit@aol .com 

Author s Note: A pair of Great Tits 
has been seen the first two weeks in  
April 2004 at a feeder in the same 
backyard where the young were 
noted the summer of 2003 . 
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S nowy Plover: F ifth I l l i nois record 

On Sunday, 27  Apri l 2003 I 
decided to lake one of my typical  
b irding runs west of Jacksonvi l l e .  
For 111e, these outi ngs usual ly con
sist of checking four to five local 
Spots for SOlllC o i' the Jess typical 
breeding birds of the corn and soy
bean desert of central I l l inois .  Of 
course, in late Apri I, I also hope to 
fin d  a n i ce variety o f  returning 
migrants. 

My first stop was at a bridge 
over Mauvaisterrc Creek, in an area 
the loca l s  ca l l  Nob l e 's Swamp. 
Here, I usua l ly  l ook and l i sten for 
Pi l eated Woodpecker, N o rthern 
Parul::i, Yel low-thro ated and Pro
thonotary Warblers,  American Red
start and Wood Thrush. In wet years, 
a pair of Hooded Mergansers w i th 
young may be present. 

From N oble 's Swamp I headed 
to a un ique, sandy up l and area 
north of Arenzv i l le .  I n  surn111er th i s  
area has a n i ce  selection of butter
fl ies, i ncluding the regal frit i l lary. 
Breeding birds in th is  area include 
woodcock,  B l u e  Grosbeak and 
Yel l ow-breasted Chat .  After Arenz
vi l le, I travel farther west to I DN R's 
Meredosia H i l l  Prai rie which hosts 
breeding Yel l ow-breasted Chat and 
Bel l 's Vireo. 

On these trips I usua l ly end up at 
Meredos ia NWR.  The Refuge con
si sts of 3 , 8 5 2  acres of 111 ixed habitat 
and i s  bordered by the I l l inois River 
on i ts western side. Habitat types 
inc l ude bottomland  forest, seasonal 
floodpla i n wet lands, prairie and part 
of a large backwater lake, Mere
dosia Lake. 

When the l evel of the I l l inois  
River is near or below nor111al  poo l ,  
the  southern end of Meredosia Lake 

S 111J1 1111 Pfova 28 April 2003. Mere

dosia Lake, Mmgan County. Photo 

hy Tm vis A. Mahan. 
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w i l l  develop a fair sized mudflat. I t 's 
been my experience that there is 
a lmost something of interest present 
on this flat anytime from March 
through N ovember. There is not any 
deve loped access to this part of the 
lake, but i t 's j ust a 3 0  ynrd wa l k  
through brush from Beach Road to 
the shorel ine .  The flat i s  nowhere 
near the size of Lake Chautauqua's 
l ower poo l ,  and doesn 't host the vast 
n um ber of shorebirds typi ca l l y  
found there. However, its smal l e r  
s ize  and prox imi ty to  the  shore pro
vide m uch better viewing. Th is i s  
particularly true during the early 
morning, when the sun is behi n d  
the viewer. 

On thi s  day a qu ick scan o f  the 
fl at turned up a l l  of two shorebi rds, 
one of which was an obvious K i l l 
deer. The other appeared to be a 
Sem ipalmated P lover. For late Apri l ,  
th ings were looking unusual ly du l l .  
I set u p  m y  spott ing scope to scan 
the remainder of the l ake and the 
bluffs lo the west. Then I scanned 
the flat to see if anything new had 
dropped in .  No new b irds, but the 
Semipa lmated P lover sudden l y  
turned i nto a . . .  wel l . . .  not a 

Semipalmated P lover! 

This b i rd was sti l l  definite ly  a 
p lover, but it was noticeably paler 
than a Semipalmated, and the col lar 
was incomplete. The gears in my 
rusty bra i n  began gri nd ing and 
fina l ly  spit out Piping Plover and 
Snowy Plover as the two possi ble 

hy William H. A twood 

c<ind idates for th i s  bird 's spec ies. 
My only prior experi ence w i th  
either of these was wi th Snowy 
P lovers a number of years ago at 
Cheyenne Bottoms in Kansas; so it 
was clear that I was going to need 
a l i ttl e  he l p  to make a defi nite 
determ ination .  1 retreated to my 
Cherokee, hoping that I had a field 
guide ins ide.  Lucki ly I found both 
the Kaufman's and National Geo
graphic  guides, then went back for 
further examination of the mystery 
plover. I n  addition lo the abovernen
tioned fie ld marks, the p lover had 
dark l egs, an a II dark b i l l  and a 
b l ackish car patch. These marks 
combined with the fact that in l ate 
Apr i l it shou l d  be i n  a l ternate 
plumage, led to the final answer o r  
Snowy Plover ( Churadriu.1· ufexan
dl'inus). 

I figured a Snowy was a bit of 
a rarity, so I went into Meredos ia 
and made a couple telephone cal l s  
t o  inform the area b i rders. After 
some addi t iona l  b i rd ing  around  
Meredo isa I returned ho 111c and 
made a post to ! B ET, I l l i no i s '  011 -
l i nc b i rd l ist serve. Tony Ward and 
Bob Randall were able to observe 
the Snowy P lover l ater that day. 
M yrna Deaton and Travis M ahan 
came over from Decatur and re
found i t  the fol l owing day. Trav is  
a l so got a few photos. Craig Tay lor 
was apparently the last birder to 
find the p lover on 29 Apri l .  

Later I found out that th i s  was 
on ly  the f ifth  record of S nowy 
P lover in I l l inois .  It was a nice expe
rience to have folks from across the 
state chasing a b ird I found instead 
of the usual vice versa. I suppose i t  
adds further credence to  the  saying 
"l uck is being in the fie ld." 

The fourth record for Snowy 
Plover in I l l i nois was recorded 2 8  
Apri l 2 00 1 at G rassy S lough Pre
serve, Be lknap, Johnson County and 
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discovered by Dan Kassebaum, 
Vicki Lang and Keith McMullen 
(Kassebaum 200 I ) . The three previ
ous records of this very rare vagrant 
in the state are from May. The first 
record occurred on the cinder flats 
at Lake Springfield, Sangamon 
County, 7 May 1 986 (Boh l en 1 986).  
The second record occurred near 
D i ckson Mounds, Fulton County, J 0 
and 1 1  May 1 987  (Bohlen 1 989), 
and was documented by Kevi n  
Richmond and M ichael Baum. The 
third record occurred north of 
Gorham in the Fountain B luff 
region of Jackson County on l 9 

May l 993 . Thi s  bird was discovered 
by Todd Fink and surprisingly went 
unpubl i shed until 1 996 when i t  
appeared in Southern 1 l l inois B irds 
(Robinson 1 996) .  

Literature Cited 

Boh l en, H .  D. 1 986 .  Snowy 
Plover in  Tll inois .  Ill inois B irds & 
B irding 2 :39 .  

Bohlen. H .D. 1 989. The birds of  
I ll inoi s .  Indiana University Press, 
B loomington, IN .  22 1 pp. 

Kassebaum, D. 200 1 .  The big 
day that almost wasn't :  fourth 

Snowy Plover record for Il l inois .  
Meadowlark I 0 :  1 43- I 44. 

Robinson, W. D. J 996. Southern 
I l l inois  birds. Southern I l l inois  
University Press, Carbondale, I L .  
432 pp. 

- William H. A /wood 

ATWOOD H@nt.dot. state . i l . us 

20 

In  Memoriam: Charles T. Clark ( 19 12-2004) 

by Chuck Westcott 

Charles T. "Charlie" Clark passed away in March 2004 at his son 's home in Nebraska. B irding 
has lost another great one. I first became acquainted with Charl i e  Clark in the mid 1 940s during field 
trips with the Chicago Ornithological Society, but it  wasn't until almost two decades later 
that I began birding with him frequent ly. ln the late 1 940s Charl ie was involved in the tabulation 
and summary of Wil l iam Dreuth 's birding records for Lincoln Parle Charl ie and Margaret Morse 
Nice  cooperated in the preparation of Wi l l i am Dreuth 's Study of B ird Migration in Lincoln Park, 
Ch icago, Special Publ ication No. 8 of The Chicago Academy of Sciences in I 950. 

Charl i e  was one of the earl iest or founding members of the American B i rd ing Association . In 
1 969, he was one of only a dozen members and one of the seven members-at-large, a de facto Board 
of Directors. Some years later he was honored as the Association's B i rder of the Year. 

During h i s  years in the Chicago area, Char l ie  was an active member of the Chicago 
Ornithological Society. He was always the keenest eye and most wi l l ing teacher on field trips. 
Young birders al l  profited from his mentoring. He  dedicated himself to spending many hours of study 
in the b ird skin col l ection ::it The Field M useum, and seemingly knew every feather on every bird! 

In  the 1 970s he and his wife moved from Des Plaines, I l l inois, to Rockport, Texas. 1-lere. in 
addition to birding, he involved himself with reviewing Connie Hagar's voluminous records of 
the b irds along the Gu lf  Coast at Rockport. He  publ i shed some of his findings in the Bul letin of 
the Texas Ornithological Society, Volume 29 in 1 996. 

I last bi rded with Charl i e  in Rockport i n  the fal l of2002 when he showed me a flock of some sixty 
Marbled Godwits and an area the local Audubon society had set aside for nesting Black Skimmers at 
the Rockport Beachfront Parle Our last visit together was at Rockport just a year ago. A brief phone 
conversation with Charl ie  in November wou ld  be my final contact with th i s  birding legend. 

H i s  scholarly knowledge of birds and keen birding ski l l s  l ive on in countless birders in I l l inois, 
Texas and, i f  fact, throughout the nation. 

- Chuck Westcott 
Barrington, !llinois 

caw32(C-V,usa.com 
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A Meadowlark Quiz 

Who Laid That Egg? 

By Steven D. Bailey and Sheryl De V<>re 

Here 's a different kind of bird i dentification quiz . Name the species that laid the eggs 
depicted on th is  and the following page. 

Here 's a hint: These are larger-sized birds; three are affiliated with some type of water 
and another often nests in a barn. An d for a bonus point, name the b i rd that built the 
nest on the n ext page. Steven D. B ailey took all these p hotos in  I l linois during the 
breeding season of 2003.  

Vol u me 1 3, N um ber 1 

#1 : This species commonly nests along 

rural roadsides, along rai l road tracks and even 

in the middle of parking lots and lawns, usually 

where there is an abundance of gravel .  Th i s  nest 

in m ulch p laced under a newly planted pine tree 

i s  rather atypical for the species. You wi l l  a lways 

know what species it is because it  even goes to 

the trouble o r  tel I ing you i ts name. 

#2 : Although this spec ies  wi l l  sometimes 

only bui ld a scrape in  the sand w i th l i t t le vege

tation used, the b i rds in th is  colony bu i l t  the ir  

nests near or under some supporti ng cover of 

weeds a long the beach.  Eggs of this species and 

other s im i l ar species are h igh ly vu lnerable to a 

large variety of predators, including other b i rds. 

Need another hint? B rad Semel of the I l linois 

Department of  Natura l Resources and many 

others are working to keep the last breeding 

population of  this species in the state from 

becoming extirpated. See Meadowlark 1 2 : I for 

an art icle about this species. 

Continued on next page . . .  
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- Sheryl De Vore 
967 Bruehurn Road 

Mundelein, IL 60060 

shery l .devore@lcomcast.net 

#3 : Historically, this species used hol

low logs, often in the woods to l ay i ts eggs. It 

sti l l  uses rock cliff faces where i t  can find 

them in Illinois. However, many nests of thi s  

species nowadays are found in abandoned 

bui ldings, often barns in rural areas. The eggs 

are simply laid on whatever flat substrate is 

avai l able, in this instance, on a bale of hay on 

the hayloft of an abandoned barn . 

#4 : B irds in this fami ly  of birds tend to 

have fairly large clutches, sometimes into the 

double-digits. Although most species tend to 

spend a lot of their time in water, many nest 

in  dry, grassy fields adjacent to wetlands. 

Almost if not all females pluck loads of their 

own breast feathers to keep their eggs warm 

for when the female leaves the nest. Most 

nests and eggs look quite similar to other 

species in the fami ly. 

#5 : What kind of a bird would 

put its nest on the top of a grain 

elevator in J l l inois? Not many -

that's why this one should be easy. 

Answers on page 40. 

- Steven D. Bailey 
607 E. Peabody 

Champaign, IL 61820 

sdbailey@lmail. inhs. ui uc.edu 
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F ield Notes 

Drmving oj"Greal Tits hy Michael L P Retta 

2 0 0 3  Breeding Season Report 

The 2003 Breeding Season was similar t o  that o f  other recent 
years, with, perhaps, a bit more rain (and associated flooding) 
that caused problems for some nesting birds. Bob Montgomery 
noted thGt for Canada Geese, " . . .  low water during the nesl
sitc selection and incubation periods placed many nests below 
normal water level. These nests were then flooded out follow

ing rains, which raised water levels." Dick Bjork lund sa id 
" . . .  local l y  heavy rains 8- 1 0  July, and additional heavy rains 
over I l l inois River tributaries east of Peoria, kept the ( I l linois) 
River at or sl ightly above flood stage at J-lavana ( 1 4  f't) through 
the end of July. Local breeders and early migrant waders and 
shorebirds found the south pool of Lake Chautauqua, under
going draw down and p rotected by l evees, a convenient refuge 
or stopover." Doug Stotz reported that " . . .  in terms of the gen
eral pattern of the summer, I had the sense that the numbers of 
birds in  the C hicago area woods were low . . .  and, at Cal umet, 
the water levels were out-of-whack al l  spring and summer giv
i ng me a sense that it  real ly  hurt the rare nesters there." Stotz 
also indicated that at Lowden-Miller State Forest the number 
of B lack-throated Green Warblers was lower than in  their hey
day, wh i l e  numbers of Kentucky, H.ooded, and Yel low-throated 
Warblers seemed to be higher than normal. 

Based on the information received for the 2003 nesting sea
son, it  turned out to be a rather good season. Some of the more 

interesting nesting records i nclude Gadwalls at Lake Calumet, 
Northern Shovelers at Arcola, Ospreys at two Cook County 
locations and the potential at several other locations, five 
Swainson 's Hawk nests i n  the Kane/McHenry County area 
(however, apparently only one was successful), a King Rail 
nest i n  McHenry County, a family of Soras at Arcola Marsh, 
Common Terns at the Great Lakes Naval Training Center, 
Forslcr's Terns (taking advantage of a spec i al ly created dredge 
spoil site) at Chain O' Lakes State Park, Monk Parakeets near 
Carlyle Lake, Western Kingbirds in Madison County, Scissor
tailed Flycatchers in Jackson County, Brown Creepers at 
Lowden-Mi ller State Forest, a relatively large incursion of 
Prairie  Warblers into Vermilion and Champaign Counties, 
Golden-crowned Kinglets at Morton Arboretum, Clay-colored 
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Sprirrows in Cook and Du Page counties, Lark Sparrow in  
Du Page County, Painted Buntings in Madison County and 
Brewer's B lackbirds i n  McHenry County. 

The best non-breeding J une records were F u lvous 

W histl i n g-Duck at  Crab Orchard National W i l d l i fe Refuge, 
ROS EATE SPOON B I LL at Vandal ia  and later, Carly l e  Lake, 
Greater Prairie-Chicken in  Fayette County, a Wi llet in  Henry 
County, Wilson's Snipe i n  Ogle County, Bonaparte's Gulls in 
Lake County, Ol ive-sided F lycatcher i n  Calhoun County, a 
Bobol ink at Crab Orchard NWR and several individual ducks 
shorebirds, flycatchers and warblers. The most notable Jul; 
vagrants were Red-necked Grebe at Arcola, Tricolored Heron 
at Lake Calumet, Mississippi Kite at Rockford, adult  male 
Rufous H ummingb ird at Spri ngfi e l d  and W h i te-winged 
Dove(s) i n  Jefferson County. 

Some o f  the most interesting Non-breeding Summer 
Occurrences (N BSO) were fairly large number of American 
Wh ite Pel i cans (several l ocations), the Whoopi ng Crane (# 1 4  
from Wisconsin's 2002 re- introduction flock) a l l  summer i n  
the B u reau/Putnam County area, a n  adult Wilson 's Phalarope 
at Hennepin Lake, Laughing Gul ls  at four l ocations and 
Caspian Terns at I 4 locations. 

As has become traditional, the quantity and quality of notes 
submitted for the annual breeding season report continues to 
be phenomenal .  Had more of the traditionally regular contrib
utors made their notes available, .this report would h ave been 
even more phenomenal. As always, many thanks to all of you 
who took the time to prepare and submit notes for inclusion i n  
this report. I urge you t o  continue doing s o  every year. I also 
wish to thank and congratulate the dozens of you who com
pleted your assigned Breeding B i rd Survey routes again this 
year; please be sure to note your efforts in the soon-to-be
published The Illinois Breeding Bird At/(ls. Final ly, the fol
lowing persons are responsible for the data i n  this compilation 
and are indiv idually acknowledged after the records they pro
vided. As usua l ,  considerable effort was made to be sure al l  
printed i nformation is  correct and properly acknowledged and 
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that it can be traced to the original source documents (now in 
the permanent record file) from which it  was obtained. Please 

accept my apologies if your name was inadvertently omitted or 

misspelled. 

Cited observers: Alan Anderson, Jill Anderson, Arlene Brei, 
Ken Bohlen, Phyllis Brissenden, Steve Bailey, Richard & 

Sigurd Bjorklund (R&SBj), Ray Boehmer (RBo), Ron Bradley 
(RBr), E lizabeth Chato, Jeff Chapman, Katie Cane, Melinda 

Chapman, Myrna Deaton, Sheryl DeVore, Darlene Fiske, Urs 

Geiser, Frank Holmes, L. Barrie Hunt, Larry L. Hood, Rhetta 
Jack, Dan Kassebaum, Vernon Kleen, Bob LaBonte, Tom 

Lerczak, Cindy McKee, Carolyn A. Marsh, David Mott, Judy 
Mellin, Karen Mansfield, Keith A. Mc Mullen, Robert 

Montgomery, Travis Mahan, Walter Marcisz, Carol Nelson, 

Judy Pollock, Margery Rand, Phil Reyburn, Rhonda Rothrock, 

William C. Rowe, Brad Semel, Douglas F. Stotz, Darrell  J. 

Shambaugh, Eric Smith, Eric E. Secker, Gene Simer!, Jim 

Solum, James 0. Smith, Leonard Stanley, Randy Shonkwiler, 
Wes Serafin, Bill Stairs (BSt), Craig Thayer, Barbara Williams, 

Chuck Westcott, Dan Williams, Eric Wa lters , Michael Ward, 

and Jim Ziebol. 

As a printing aid, the following abbreviations have been used throughout this report: 

MC = Maximum Count(s) pr(s) = pair(s) L = Lake 
LO = Latesl Departure(s) .,. = documented record NPsv = Nature Preserve 
EA = Early Arrival (s) est. = estimate( d) N W R  = National Wildlife Refuge 
NBSO = Non-Breeding m.ob. = many observers p = Park 

Summer Occurrence resp. = respectively R = River 
ad(s) = adult(s) BBS/B = Breeding Bird Survey SP = State Park 
subad(s) = subadult(s) CA = Conservation Area Twp = Township 
imm = immature(s) Co(s) = County (Counties) WMA = Wildl i fe Management Area 
j uv(s) = juvenile( s) FP = Forest Preserve Wds = Woods 
yg = young 

Arcola M 
Atkinson 13 
Beaucoup 13 
Beaverdam 13 
Belknap 13 
Braidwd L 
Burnt Pr. 13 
Busse Wds 
Camp Pt 13 
Carl.C 
CBG 
Chau 
Chi 

Columbia 13 
Crab Or. 
Cypress Crk 
Darmstadt 
Deer Grove 
Duncan Mil ls 13 
EStL 
Ethel's Wds 
Fairbury B 
Fermi 

Garden Pr. SL 
Goose L Pr. 
Grant P 
Greene Vly 
GrtLakes 

Harper-Rector 

Hennepin L 

Herrick L 
HL 
Hoffmn Est. 
IBSP 
Jamestown 13 
Kell 13 
Kennekuk P 
Knoxv. 
LCal 

24 

= Arcola Marsh (Douglas Co) 
= Atkinson BBS (Henry Co) 
= Beaucoup BBS ( Washington/Cl inton Cos) 
= Beaverdam Lake BBS (Pope Co) 
= Belknap BBS (.Johnson Co) 
= Braidwood Lake and vicinity (n. Wil l  Co) 
= Burnt Prairie BBS (White Co) 
= Busse Woods FP (Cook Co) 
= Camp Point BBS (Adams Co) 
= Carlyle Lake (Cl inton Co) 
= Chicago Botanic Garden (Cook Co) 
= Chautauqua NWR (Mason Co) 
= Chicago (Cook Co), excluding 

Grant P & LCal 
= Columbia BBS (Monroe/St. Clair Cos) 
= Crab Orchard NWR (Williamson Co) 
= Cypress Creek NWR (Jolmson/Pulaski Cos) 
= Darmstadt (St. Clair Co) 
= Deer Grove FP (Cook Co) 
= Duncan Mills BBS ( Fulton Co) 
= E. St. Louis (St Clair Co) 
= Ethel's Woods FP (Lake Co) 
= Fairbury BBS (Livingston/Ford Cos) 
= Fermi lab National Accelerator Laboratory 

(Du Page Co) 
= Garden Prairie Slough (Boone Co) 
= Goose Lake Prairie SP (Grundy Co) 
= Chicago's Grant Park (Cook Co) 
= Greene Valley FP (Du Page Co) 
= Great Lakes Naval Training Center 

(Lake Co) 
= Harper-Rector Woods Nature Preserve 

(Fulton Co) 
= Hennepin-Hopper Lake Restoration Area 

(Putnam Co) 
= Herrick Lake FP  (Ou Page Co) 
= Horseshoe Lake (Madison Co) 
= Hoffman Estates (Cook Co) 
= I l linois Beach SP (Lake Co) 
= Jamestown BBS (Clinton/Madison Cos) 
= Kell BBS (Marion Co) 
= Kennekuk Cove Park (Vermi l ion Co) 
= Knoxvil le (Knox Co) 
= Lake Calumet & vicinity (Cook Co) 

Lost Mound 

LowdnMlr 
MArb 
Martinsv. f3 
Mazonia FWA 
MermctL 
Miclewin 
MidFk 

Milford f3 
Mill Crk 13 
MS Pal isades 
MTwain 
Palatine 
Palos 
Pembroke Twp 
Pere Marq. 
Plu111 Crk 
Pomona 
Pontiac 13 
Pr. Rocher 
Pratts Wayne 
Pulaski 13 
Rockfcl 
Royalton 13 
Sauget M 
Sheffield 13 
Spfld 
Spring L 
SRock 
St. Morgan 13 
Stillwell f3 
Wauk 
Wayncsv. 13 

= Lost Mound NWR (Jo Daviess Co) 
(formerly Savanna Army Depot) 

= Lowden-Miller State Forest (Ogle Co) 
= Morton Arboretum (Du Page Co) 

= Martinsville BBS (Clark/Crawford Cos) 
= Mazonia Fish & Wildlife Area (Kankakee Co) 
= Merrnet Lake CA (Massac Co) 
= M iclewin National Tal lgrass Prairie (Wi l l  Co) 
= Middle Fork State Fish & Wildl ife Area 
(Vermilion Co) 

= Milford BBS (Iroquois/Vermil ion Co) 
= Mil l  Creek BBS (Ogle Co) 
= Mississippi Palisades SP (Carroll Co) 
= Mark Twain N W R  (Calhoun/Jersey Cos) 
= Palatine (Cook Co) 
= Palos area (sw. Cook Co) 
= Pembroke Township ( Kankakee Co) 
= Pere Marquette SP (Jersey Co) 
= Plum Creek FP (sc. Cook Co) 
= Pomona (Jackson Co) 
= Pontiac BBS (Livingston Co) 
= Prairie du Rocher ( Rrn1dolph Co) 
= Pratts Wayne Woods FP (Du Page Co) 
= Pulaski BBS (Pulaski/Alexander Cos) 
= Rockford (Winnebago Co) 
= Royalton BBS (Franklin/Perry/Jackson Cos) 
= Sauget Marsh (St. Clair County) 
= Sheffield BBS (Bureau Co) 
= Springfield (Sangamon Co) 
= Spring Lake N W R  (Carroll Co) 
= Starved Rock SP (La Salle Co) 
= St. Morgan BBS (Madison Co) 
= Stillwell BBS (Hancock Co) 
= Waukegan (Lake Co) 
= W:iynesv i l le BBS (Mclean Co) 

A nu111ber in parentheses ( ) indicates the number of birds observed 
at a particular location or on a particu.lar date. o number ignifies 
single birds. Place names given in ital ic type are counties. The 
sequence of records within spe�ies nccou11ts., except for maxi mum 
counts, begin in  northwest l lf . inois (JO Dav iess, Carroll ;rnd. 
Whiteside counties), proceed to the east then continue back mid 
forth across the state in a systematic pattern with the southernmost 
records at the end. 

Meadowlark 



Field N otes 

F U LVO US W H I S T L I N G- D U C K  
N BSO: Crab Ck,  2 1 -2lJ .lu11 ( D K, TM, l(i\ M ,  111 .ob. , IJhotos). 

Snow Goose 
N BSO: I- I L ( 2 ) ,  I ,l u 11 ,  and ( I ) , 3 Jun ( 1:1-1 ) ;  Carl .C (blue  mo1·ph, 
i n j ured), 2lJ .J u l  ( D I( ) ;  U11in11, 20 Jun ( KJ\ M ,  D K).  

Canada Goose 
Nesting:  Dc1111y Road l'ond ( Kane Co) (3 broods, 3- 1 IJ/broud ), 22 
Jun ( DFS) ;  Skokie L1goo11s (Cook Co ) (2 prs w/ 1 4  yg), 3 1  May 
(AA, K M ); Busse Wds (2 1i1·s w/ 7 yg), 7 Ju n ( A A ) :  PalaL ine (8  <1d w/ 
1 5 yg), 1 2  .J un (AA) ;  Schaumbu 1 g  ( Cook Co--2 s i tes) (43 ad & 1 05 
yg), 8-25 Jun ( AA);  Park Ridge (Cook Co) (3 yg). I () May (J\A ); Des 
Pla i nes (Cook Co) ( I  yg), 1 0  May (AA) ;  Chi (Ga1-l'iclcl P) ( 1 1  nests 
then 4 1  yg), 1 4-24 May (J\A) ;  Chi (I l umboldt P) (3 nests then 2 1  
yg), 7 M ay (/\A) ;  Ch i  ( Douglas P) ( 5  ncsls Lhc11 24 yg), 24 May 
( J\A) ;  G rn 11 L P (5 broods, 2 - 1 4/brnod), lale M ay (DFS) ;  LCal (Wol l' 
L) ( lJ  broods, 2-lJ/broocl), 27 Jun ( DFS);  M onee ( W i l l  Co) (24 ad & 
3 nests), 7 May ( S B ); Oakbrook ( Du Page Co) (5 broods, 4-
1 0/bruod), I 5 Jun ( D FS) ;  I lcn11cpi 11 L (5 lJ l'oods, 2-7/brnod), 6 Jun 
( DFS);  Sheffie ld  L l  (Bu 1-cau Cu) ( 3  broods, 6-8/brood), 24 ,l u 11 ( DFS); 
l"yrc L ( M ercer C'o) (6  broods, 2-'!/brood), 1 3  Jun  ( D FS); Spild (24 
ad, 1 4  yg), 4 Jun ( RJ ) ;  M ermelL ( 1 5  prs w/ 40 yg), 3 1  May (VK ct 
a l . ) .  MC: 322 ( i nc l .  yg), 1 7  Jul ( R&SBj ) ;  258 ( i ncl . yg), LCal ,  22 Jun 
(WM); 1 70, Granl P, 1 7  . Ju l  ( D FS); 1 00 ( inc l .  yg), MerinetL, 29  .J un 
(KAM el <i i . ) ;  46, Kcl l l l ,  15 Jun  (SB);  40, l::StL, 1 5  .J un ( DK) :  35 ,  
Carl .C, 8 J u l  (DK) ;  20, .J amestown 8, 2 Jun ( D K). Note :  "Production 
or gos l ings was less than normal." ( R M ) .  

M u te Swan 
Nesting: Roscmonl (Cook Cu)  (pr w/ 4 yg), 29  May - 1 4  Aug ( /\/\) ;  
Ch i  ( fegger's Wds)  (nest), 19  Apr - 3 May ( W M )  and ( 2  yg) ,  1 0  J u l 
( DFS);  LC<il (pr w/ 6 yg), 1 5  .J un (WM) ;  Powder Horn L Fl' (Cook 
Co) (pr w/ 5 yg), 8 J un ( W M )  and (2  yg), I 0 J ul  (DFS);  Downers 
Grove ( Du Page Co) (pr w/ 2 yg), 22 . Jul ( DJS ) ;  Spncl (pr w/ 6 yg), 
May - Aug (VK) .  Others: L<1kcwood FP  ( Lake Co) (p l·), Mar - Aug 
(Srl ) ;  LCal ( Wolf L)  (24 acl), 10 Jul ( DFS) ;  1-JL ,  J un/J u l  ( Fl-I ) ,  and 
(2) ,  8 Jun ( K A M ) .  

Wood Duck 
Nesting:  Popl<11· G l'Ovc ( Boone Co) ( brood of7) ,  25 Jun ( A B ); Denny 
Road l'oncl ( Kane Co) (3  broods, 7-'! yg/brood), 22 . Jun ( D FS) ;  C h i  
(3  parks)  ( 1 3  broods = 8 I yg), 1 4  May - 1 5  J u l  ( AA) ;  Thatcher Weis 
(Cook Co) (4  ad w/ 6 yg), 4- 1 1 Jun ( .IA) ;  Rosemont ( Cook Co) 
(b 1·oocl = 1 0  yg), 1 0  Jun (AA);  South Chicago Heights (Cook Co) 
(brood = 8 yg), 23 Ju n (AA); I- l offnrn Es!. (b rood = 3 yg), 2 8  Jun 
(AA);  M idlothian Wds FP  (Cook Co) ( 6  ad & 2 yg), 13  Ju l (AA) ;  
rlusse Wds (30 acl/yg) ,  20 Ju l  (AA) ;  Schaumburg (Cook Co) ( 3  
broods = 1 3 yg), 2 A u g  ( A A ) ;  LCal (smal l  yg), 1 6  A u g  (AA); l'rnlls 
Wayne ( brood o J' 3 ) ,  1 4  .J un ( UG) ;  Goose L Pr. ( brood = 1 0  yg), 2 J u l  
( S rl ) ;  H ennepin L (20 brnocls = 1 20 yg, 3- 1 4  yg/brood) ,  m i d-Ju n l o  
111id-.l ul ( D FS) ;  Keithsburg ( Mercer C o )  (brood of 7),  1 3  .J un ( D FS) ;  
Monmouth (Warren Co) (yg), 1 3 .J u l  ( P R) ;  L Calhoun ( Knox Co)  
(brood = 3 yg) ,  1 5  .J u l  ( S B ); J \rcola  M ( I  OO's i nc l  9 h<1tch l i ngs), 27  
.J u l  ( R.1 ) ; c. Shelby (brood of 4), 28 M ay ( RJ ) ;  I I L  ( brood of 8) ,  1 2  
Jun ( F l-I ) .  MC: 390 ( i nc l .  yg), Hennepin L,  7 Ju l  ( DFS) ;  24 1 ( incl .  
yg), Chau, 3 1 Jul  ( R&SBj ) ;  200+ (mostly yg), Palos/Orland Park 
(Cook Co), li1te J u l  (WS);  J OO, I-IL,  28 J u l  (DK) ;  30, Carl.C, 29 .J u l  
(DK) ;  27,  Goose L Pr., 26-27 Jun  ( S B ) ;  25 ,  Crab Or., 27  .J un ( KAM 
el al . ) ;  20+, HL ,  28 Ju l (.IZ). Comment: "Fxcel lent year. M ore fam
i l ies observed i n  COO than I 've ever seen before." (AA). 

Gadwa ll  
Nesting: LC al ( female w/ 1 2  yg) ,  22 ,Jun  ( * W M ). N BSO: Shabbona 
L SP ( De K<i l b  Co) ( pr), 14 Jun ( DJS) ;  1-l c 1111cp in  L (2  pr), 1 2  Jun and 
(5 ) ,  7 .J u l  ( D FS);  Chau, 1 3  J un ( R&S13j ); C'<1 rl . ( '  ( male), 29 Jun ( D K) .  

Mallard 
Nesting: rlussc Wds (43 ad/yg), 20 .J u l  (A i\) ;  Schaumburg ( Cook 
Co--2 sites) (26 broods = 79 yg), 8-25 Jun (AA) ;  1-loffrnn Est. (two 
s i tes) (4 broods = 32 yg), 28 Jun ( J\A) ;  Des P la i nes (Cook Co) 
( brood of 1 0  yg), I 0 May (AA);  Chi (Garfie ld  !') (3 broods = 1 2  yg), 
1 4  May - 1 1  Jul (AA) ;  Chi ( Douglas P) (7  broods = 3 1  yg), 1 4  M ay 
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1 5  J u l ( /\/\ ) ;  (i r�1 11 l I' (brnml o f' 1 1 ) ,  23 J u l ( [) 1--S) ;  ( ' h i  ( i :ggcrs 
Weis) (brood o l' 3 ), 27 . Jun ( D I'S) ;  Powde 1  I l orn L (Cook Co) (brnocl 
o l' 4 ), 25 Ju l ( D FS) :  LC'<i l  ( Deadsl ick l'oncl ) (broods o l' 2  & 3 ), 27 Jun 
<rncl (brood of 5 ) ,  2 5  Ju l  ( D ICS) ;  LC1l ( Big Mmsh)  ( b roods of I & h),  
1 0 J u l ( DFS);  Monee ( W i l l  Co) ( nest w/ 8 eggs), 7 May ( SB ) :  
Hennepin L (4 brnocls, 4-'i yg/broocl ) ,  7 .J u l ( D FS); Sp llcl ( brnocl o f  
8 ) .  23 M ay l R.I ) :  Arcola M (brnods = 26 yg),  30 Ju l  ( R.I ); I-I L (brood 
of 6),  1 2  .J un (F l-I ) .  M C :  495 ( i ncl.  yg), 3 1  . Jul ( R&Sl31 ) ;  300 ( incl _ 
yg). ! I L, 28 .J ul ( D K) ;  2'!0 ( i nc l .  yg), 1 lcnncpin L, 7 . Ju l  ( DFS);  75 
( i ncl , yg), Carl.C, 29 .l un  ( DK). 

Bl ue-winged Teal  
Nesting: Denny Rcrncl Poncl ( Kane Co) ( f'cma lc  w/ 8 yg) ,  22 Ju n 
( [WS); Paul Douglas FP ( Cook Co) (nest, 7 eggs, latc1· dcslrnycd ) ,  1 7  
May ( EW);  Pl'atts Wayne (female w/ 8 yg), 1 4  .J un ( UC) ) ;  1 l err ick L 
(ad w/ 4 yg), 29 Ju n ( UC.i) ;  Clrnu ( 25  ml & 8 yg), l lJ Jun  ( R&Sl:l j ) .  
Others: H ennepin L (24),  1 8  J u l ( D FS);  l l L ( pr), 29 Jun  ( F l-I ) ;  
Carl .C ( male) ,  14  J un ( DK ). 

N orthern Shoveler 
Nesting:  Arcola M ( male) ,  1 3  & 30 .J un (Sl:l,  TM,  1csp.) ,  and 
(female), 30 Jun  (TM ) then, ( f'c111alc w/ 3 yg), 30 Jul ( R.I ) . Others: 
Hennepi n L ( pr), 6 .J un and ( l'crna lc-p lumagcd bird) ,  7 Ju l ("No ev i 
dence of breedi ng, bul nol i mpossible that  they tried." ( D FS)) .  

Northern P i ntai l  
N BSO: H ennepin L ( ma le), 6 .l u 11 ( DFS) ;  Car ly le L ( Fayette Co) 
(male), 8-26 Ju l a 11 cl C<1 rl .C ( ma le),  8 .J ul ( DK). 

G reen-winged Tea l 
N BSO: LC'<i l (2 males, I female) ,  22 .l u 11 ( W M ); l l e 1 1 1 1ep in L ( 2  
males),  6 .J un  ( D FS) ;  Chau (pr), 1 3  .J un ( R&SBj ). 

Ca nvasback 
N BSO: Mon mouth ( Warrc11 Co), 5 . Jun - 1 3  J u l ( P R) .  

Redhead 
N BSO: Hennepin L ( female) ,  1 8  Jul ( DFS) .  

R i n g-necked Duck 
N BSO: I l e11nep i 11 L (pr + male) ,  1 3  Ju 11 and ( male) ,  7 Ju l  ( DFSJ; 
Chau (3) ,  5 .l u 11 ( R&SBj ). 

Lesser Scaup 
N BSO: Chau ( i n j ured male) ,  Ju 11/J u l  (R&S13j) .  

Hooded M e rganser 
Nesti ng:  Garden Pr. SI. (nest ing), .J un/J u l  ( M R) ;  Du ndee ( Kane Co) 
( 2  broods), May/Jun ( R M ) ;  Palos ( McG inn i s  S lough) (feimilc w/ 3 
yg), 1 9  J u l  ( W M ); H errick L (3 yg), 29 Ju11 ( UG ) ;  Goose L Pr. 
( l'c111a l c  w/ 5 yg), 26-27 Jun  ( S B ) ; Hennepin Canal ( B u rem1 Co) 
( female  w/ 7 yg), 1 3  May ( D. IS) ;  Shabbona L SP ( De Kalb Co) (2  
yg) ,  14  Ju 11 ( DJS ) ;  Chau ( l'ernalc w/ 8 yg) ,  1 3 .lu11 ( R& S Bj ) ;  C rab Or. 
(fema le  w/ 7 yg),  22-24 .l u 11 (TM,  SB) ,  & (8 yg), 2 J u l  ( FW) ;  
Bel l rnse Rc l'ugc ( Pu laski Co)  ( female w/ 3 yg) ,  1 1  May ( S B ) ;  
Section 8 W d s  N Psv ( Pu laski C o )  (female w /  7 yg), 1 1  M ay ( S l3 ) .  
Others: Wauk ( lemale),  20 Ju 11 ( EW);  G rtLakcs (4 j u v ) ,  1 9  Ju l  
( DFS);  Busse W ds ( f'c111alc) ,  20 J u l  (AA) ;  M i l ler  Meadow (Cook Co)  
( 2 ) ,  1 2- 1 (1 .lu11 (JA ) ;  Ch i  ( Douglas P )  ( fc111a lc) ,  1 5  Ju l  (AA) ;  Ch i  
(South Shore Cul tura l  Center) (Je111a le) ,  9 .l u 11 ( D FS) ;  Ch i  ( Be l mont 
H arbor), 1 8  Ju l  ( W M ); LC<1l (Wolf L )  (111a lc ) ,  27 Jun  (DFSJ ;  Palos 
(s i ngles al 3 localions) ,  Ju 11/J u l  (WS); Hennepin L (p l·), 6 J u 11 ( DFS) ;  
M idFk (2), 7 .J u n  ( LL!-!) ;  Chau ( t'c 111a le) ,  1 7-24 J u l  ( R&SB j ) ;  
F:(finglwm ( female) ,  I J u l  ( DFS) ;  l l L (female), 1 2  J u n  (Fl-I) ;  Carl.C 
(female) ,  23 & 29 J u n  ( D K) ;  Fai rn1ounl City (Sl. Clair Co) (female) ,  
1 2  Ju l  ( DK) ;  Black Bottoms ( Massac Co) (t'c111alc), 3 1  M ay ( V K  ct a l .). 

Common Merganser 
N BSO: Carl.C ( i nj u 1·ed male), 2'J Jun - 1 8  .J u l  ( D K) .  

Red-breasted Merganser 
N BSO: Carl.(' ( i n j u red female) ,  1 4  .l u11 & 29 Jul ( D K ) .  

Ruddy Duck 
Nesting :  Palos  ( McGi 11 1 1 i s  S lough) ( 2  broods), early .J u l  ( WS) ;  
1-le1111epin L (3  broods, 3-8 yg/broocl ) ,  7 & 1 8  .J u l  ( DFS) .  M C :  1 03 
(ad),  l -le 1 1ncpin L, 1 8  .J u l ,  but ( 50+), .l u 11/J u l  ( D I'S) .  Others: RocHcl, 
1 2  Ju l ( DW);  Rol l i ns Sav<rn11a F P  ( Lake Co) ( fe1mi le), mid-.lu11 ( S B ) ;  
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Schaumburg (Cook Co) (2 prs), 8 Jun  (AA); 
Evanston (Cook Co), I Jun (EW); Palos 
(McGinnis S lough) ( 1 1 ) ,  19 Jul (WM); 
Monmouth (Warren Co) (3), 5 Jun an<l ( ! ), 
1 3  Ju l  (PR); Chau (male), 5 Jun - 6 Jul 
( R&SBj ) ;  Arcola M (7 = 5 males & 2 
females), 1 3  Jun (SB) ,  then (3 males & 1 
female), 1 6  Jun (TM), and ( 1 female), 30 Jun 
(TM); HL, Jun/Jul (Fl-I), with (5), 1 7  Jun 
(KAM), and (male), 1 2-25 Jul (DK, JZ). 

Gray Partridge 
M aytown Road (Lee Co) (female), 26 Jul 
(CM) ;  Afton FP (De Kalb Co) (4--2 pr), 6 
May (DJ S) .  

Ring-necked P heasant 

Double-crested Cormoran t 

Nesting: Woosung (Lee Co) (female w/ 1 2  Least Bittern. 5 July 2003. Mennet 
yg), 1 1  Jun (SB) .  MC: 69, M i lford B, 6 Jun Lake, Massac County. Photo by Travis 
(SB) ;  26 ( 1 0  males), Woosung ( Lee Co), A. Mahan. 
l 1 - 1 2  Jun (SB) ;  20, Fairbury B, 1 1  Jun 

Breeding:  Carl.C (numbers not indicated), 
Jun/Jul (DK) .  MC: 635,  Chau, 3 1  Ju l 
(R&SBj) ;  400 ( incl .  yg), Carl.C, 1 8  Jun, 6-
1 1  Ju l  & 29 Jul ( D K) ;  290, Chi (Rai nbow 
Beach) ,  1 Jun (DFS); 1 75 ,  GrtLakcs, 1 9  Ju l  
(DFS);  30-50,  Pa los  area (3  locat ions), 
J un/J ul  (WS) ;  3 0-40, Chau, Jun/J u l  
( R&SBj ) .  Others: Schaumburg (Cook Co) 
(9,  8), 20 Jul & 8 Jun, resp. (AA); Palat ine 
(6), 12 Jun (AA); Braidwd L (6), 14 Jul 
(AA); Goose L Pr. ( 1 5), 27 Jun & l Jul 
(SB) ;  L Charleston (Coles Co) (ad), 1 9  Jun 
( L B H) and 5 Jul (RBr); While (subad), 5 
Jun (VK); B eaucoup 13 (9), 1 Jun ( DK);  H L  
(present), Jun/Jul ( FH ) ; Metropolis (Massac 
Co) (subad), 3 l May ( V K  ct a l . ) .  

American Bittern 
Garden Pr. S I .  (4), 12 Jun (OW); Goose L 
Pr., 26 Jun (SB) .  (VK);  1 9, Pontiac B, 20 Jun (VK);  1 4, Atkinson B, 13  Jun (DFS) .  

Others: Bel lrosc Farm (Logan Co) (7) ,  17  Jun (TL). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 
M ulberry Grove ( Fayette Co), 6 Jul ( DK).  

W i l d  Turkey 
Nesting:  La Salle (female & 6 yg), 5 Ju l  (DJS) ;  Macomb 
( McDonough Co) (3 yg), 12 Jul (RJ); 1-JL ( 1 3  yg), 9 Jul (FH); Orient 
(Frankl in Co) (ad w/ 4 yg), 1 4  Jul (LS).  MC: 1 5 ,  MermetL, 3 1  Jul 
( KAM et al). Others: Beaucoup B, I Jun (DK); Carl .C, 1 & 23 J un 
(DK) .  

Northern Bobwhite 
M C :  80, Kel l  13, 1 5 Jun (SB) ;  33, Royalton B, 14 J un (RR);  3 1 ,  
Marti nsv. 13, 1 4  Jun (SB) ;  30, B urnt Pr. fl, 5 Jun (VK); 26, Atki nson 
13, 13 Jun (DFS);  26, Beaucoup 13, 1 Jun  ( DK);  23, Camp Pt B, 
1 1  Jun (VK) ;  23, Columbia 13, 8 Jun (KAM); 22, Duncan M i l l s  
13 ,  1 6  J u n  (TL); 1 8, Beaverdam I\ 4 Jun (VK);  1 2 ,  Stillwel l  B, 
12 Jun (VK); 1 2, J amestown B, 2 Jun (DK); 1 2, Bel knap 13, 3 
Jun  (VK); 1 1 ,  Pulaski B, 2 Jun ( V K) ;  1 0, St .  M orga11 B, 1 2  Jun 
( KAM) ;  7 males, I-l u l l  (P ike Co), 2 Jul (RJ); 7 ,  Bcl l rose Farm 
(Logan Co), 1 7  Jun (TL). Others: H errick L (heard), 29 Jun 
(UG);  c. Jackson (5) ,  30 Jun ( RR) .  

Common Loon 
Champaign (winter p lumage), 7 Jun (EC). 

Pied-billed Grebe 
Nesting: B urnham (Cook Co) (5  yg), 1 0  
Jul (DFS) & (2 yg), 1 2  J ul ( W M ) ;  Pa los 
( 50-60, mostly yg in 8- 1 4  broods), 
Jun/Jul (WS);  M idlothian Wds FP (Cook 
Co) (2 ad & 3 yg), 1 3  J u l  (AA) ;  
Hennepin L ( 7 1  inc l .  1 8  chicks, 8 broods 
& 5 nests), 18 Jul (DFS);  Chau ( l -4 yg 
present), 24-3 l J u l  ( R&SBj ) ;  Arco la M 
(pr w/ nest), 1 3  Jun (SB)  & 30 Jun (TM) 
and (2 broods = 9 yg), 27-30 Jul (RJ) ;  
H L  (yg present), Jun/Jul ( DK, FH) .  MC: 
75 (inc l .  yg), l l L, 22 Ju l  (FH);  1 2, H L  
(Eagle P ) ,  1 2  J u l  (DK). Others: Pratts 
Wayne, 1 4  Jun (UG) ;  Crab Or. (pr), 24 
Jun (SB) .  Very scarce in LCal area (WM). 

Red-necked G rebe 
NBSO: Arcola M (ad--non-breeding p lumage), 27  Jul (RJ).  

American W hite Pelican 
MC: 1 870, Chau, 3 1  Ju l  (R&SBj),  but ( 1 2 1  al'l'ived), 1 3  Jul  
(R&SBj) ;  280 ( irnm),  Hennepin L, 27 Jul  (CM). NBSO: SRock (29),  
4 Jun (CM) and ( imm), 20 Jul (CM);  Hennepin L (4 & 8) ,  19 Jul  (TM 
ct a l .) and 2 1  Jul (EES), resp . ;  Schuyler, 7 Jun (TM); Carl .C, l Jun -
24 J u l  (DK);  MTwain ,  20 Jun ( KAM);  H L, 2-8 Jun & 1 0- 1 3  J u l  (FH,  
Ill.Ob.) .  
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Least Bittern 
Garden Pr. S I .  (2) ,  1 2  Jun (OW); M i l ler Meadow (Cook Co), 1 6  Jun 
(JA); LCal , 1 3  Jul  (WM); Nelson L Marsh (Kane Co), 9 Ju l  (JC) ;  
Goose L Pr. (heard), 26 J un (SB) ;  M i dFk, 7 Jun ( EC); Lake of Wds 
P (Vermi l ion Co), 17 Jun (EC); Spunky Bottoms ( Brown Co) (3), 7 
Jun (TM); Old Ben M ine 27 Pond (Franklin Co) (cal l i ng), thru 7 Ju l  
( LS); MennetL, 22 Jun (2)  (TM),  5 Ju l  (2) (DK,  TM), 1 3  Ju l  ( 1 )  
( DK) & 3 1  Jul ( l )  (KAM el al.). 

Great Blue Heron 
Nesting: Andover (Henry Co) (7  nests w/ yg), 1 6- 1 7  Jul (SB) ;  sw. 
Lake, early May ( RBo); Busse Wds (2 1 active nests), 20 Jul  (AA); 
Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co) (25 yg sti l l  in nests), 28 Jun (AA, KC); 
Midlothian Wds FP (Cook Co) ( 1 6  yg i n  8 active nests), 1 3  Jul (AA); 

A bove: Snowy Egret. 

1 2  JuZv. Horseshoe Lake, 

Madison County. Photo 

by Travis A. Mahan. 

Left: Sno11y Egret. 

1 September 2003: Lake 

Calumet, ook 'ounty. 
Photo by Eric Walters. 

Pratts Wayne (30 nests), 1 4  Jun (UG) ;  
L Vermil ion (Vermi l ion Co) (40 
nests), May - Jun (JOS); M iddle Fork 
of Vermi l ion R (Vermi l ion Co) (42 
nests), May - Jun (.IOS); Salt Fork 
( Vermi l ion Co) (32 nests), May - Jun 
(JOS); Brownfield Wds (Champaign 
Co) (smal l  growing colony), Jun  
(EC) ;  Al lerton P ( Piatt Co)  (colony), 
Jun (EC). MC: 300 (incl. yg), HL, 28 
Jul ( DK); 266, Chau, 31 Jul (R&SBj) ;  
l 00 (incl. yg), Carl .C, 29 Ju l  (DK);  
95, Hennepin  L ,  7 Jul  (DFS). 

Great Egret 
Nesting: sw. Lake, early May ( R Bo); 
LCal ( 1 5-20 nests), 1 2  Jul (WM);  
Worley L (Tazewell Co) ( 1 66 nests), 
Jun (fide R&SBj) ;  Clear L ( M ason 
Co) ( 1 9  nests), May/Jun (fide 
R&SBj); Alorton ( St. Clair Co) (est. 
300 nests), 16 Jun (VK). MC: 3500, 
HL, 26 Jul (KAM) and 3000 (incl. 
yg), HL, 28 Jul (DK); 863, Chau, 3 1  
Jul (R&S.Bj); 300 & 250, Carl .C, 29 
Ju J  & 29 Jun, resp. ( DK); 1 40+, Palos 
(McGinnis l ough ), 2 Aug (WS) ;  
I 04 Ha11ncp\J1 L, 1 8  J u l  (DFS) .  
Others: Schaumburg (Cook Co)  (8) ,  
8 Jun  (AA); Goose L Pr .  ( 1 2) ,  26 Jun 

- 1 Jul  (SB) ;  Monmouth (Warren Co)  ( 1 3) ,  13  Jul ( P R) ;  Putnam ( 1 7) ,  
8 J un ( DJS) .  

Snowy Egret 
Nesting: Alorton (St.  Clair Co) (est, 50 nests), 1 6  Jun (VK).  MC: 
500 ( inc l .  yg), H L, 28 Jul ( D K) ;  1 1 3 ,  w. /llexander, 1 8  J un (SB) .  
Others: LCal (2) ,  1 J un  & (ad) ,  1 7-27 Ju l  (WM, UG) ;  Chau (7  ad), 
3 1  Jul (R&SBj) ;  Mo11ltrie (ad), 1 7  Jul (TM, MD) and (7  & 3), 27 & 
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30 Ju l ,  1·esp. (RJ ) :  l :asl Ca11c ( i i 1'a 1·dcau 
( i\ lcxrn1dcr Co) ( 8  ad), 3 1  M ciy ( V I( cl al . ); 
C�11· 1 C ( l 5 ). 1 8 .J u l ( DK). 

Little B l u e  IJcron 

Green l-l cron 
Nesting : Chi (Clark P) (ad & 3 yg). I I 
Aug ( l(M l'idc AA), M C :  I I ,  0 1· i cn l  
( Fr nn k l i n Co), 1 4 J ul ( LS ) ;  1 1 1 , 1-1 1 . , 25 .l u l  
( . IZ); 6, Palos, 1 3  .J u l  ( WS ); 6 & 4 ,  
Carl . C. 1 4  Jun  & 2LJ .J u l ,  1Tsp. ( D I( ) ;  4 .  
Chau, 5 .J un & 3 1  ,J u l  ( R&S8 j ) .  

Black-crow ned N i ght-Hero n  
Nesting:  L.Cal ( c s l _  320  nests), 1 0  M ay -
1 8  J u l w/ (54 & 79 rccenl ly fledge yg), 1 2  
& 1 8  Jul ,  J'esp , (WM);  A loi-ton (S l ,  C la i t· 
Co) (csL 400 nests), 1 6  .J un ( V K ). M C :  
5 0 0  ( i nc l .  yg), I- I L, 28  Ju l  ( D K ). Others: 

Nesting : LC<il ( 2  p1·s, one succcss f'ul ncsl
ing--at lcasl fledgl ing) ,  26 Apr - 10 A ug 
( W M )--note: r·i nh consecut ive yc<1r o f' suc
cessful nesti ng, beg i nn i ng i n  I '.i'.l'.I , al LCal 
( W M ) ;  Alonon ( St .  C ' l <1 i r  Co) (csl. 600 
nests), 16 Jun (VK) .  MC: 1 200 ( i nc l .  yg) 
& 1 000 ( i nc l . yg), H L, 26 Jul ( K A M )  and 
28 Ju l  ( D K ), resp.: 9 1 ,  w. i1 /exundcr, 1 8  
.l un  (SB). Other: Powder I- lorn L (Cook 
Co) (ad), 30 Jun & 30 Jul (CAM) ;  Chau 
(ad) .  Jun/J u l ,  but ( 1 2 --ad, cal ico, 1 0  imm), 
1 3  Jul ,  and ( 1 2--:id, 1 1  imm),  3 1  Ju l  
( R&SBj ) ;  Fishhook WMA ( Moultrie Co) 
( i mm), 2 1 Jul (TM ) ;  Darmstadt (7 ad, 2 
ca l i co & I wh ite), 20 Jun (SB);  East Cape 
Gi rm·dcau (Alexander Co) ( 1 2  ad & 3 cal
ico), 3 1  M ay (VK et a l . ) ;  Horseshoe L 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron. 
2003. Sauget Marsh, St. Clair 
Photo hy Travis A. Mahan. 

Tha lchCI' Wds (Cook Co) (2  ad, 2 yg), 29 
. lun (.IA); Argonne Nat ional Labornlory 
( Du Page Co), 2 J u n  (UG); Goose L. Pr. 

1 2  July (2  ad, 2 imm), 27 J u n  (SB) ;  C l i nton L 

County. ( DeW itt Co) ( imrn), 1 9  J u l  ( EC) ;  Spunky 
Boltoms (Brown Co), 7 Jun (TM) ;  Arcoli1 
M (ad), 30 .J un (TM, MD) and (ad & 2 

(Alexander Co) ( 1 4  ad), J Jun (VK). 

Tricolored Heron 
LCal ( Big Marsh), 25  Jul ( D FS). 

Cattle Egret 
Nesting: A lorton (Sl. Clair Co) (est. J OOO nests), 1 6  .Jun ( V K). MC: 
300 (inc l .  yg) ,  Sauget M ,  28  Jul  ( D K) ;  I 00, East  Cape Girardeau 
(Alexander Co), 28 Jun (KAM). Others: Hen nepin L, 27 Ju l  (CM) ;  
Chau ( 1 4), 24 Ju l  (R&SBj) , 

Bluck-cmwned Night-Hemn. 2 I June 2003. Win th mp 

H1.1rh01; L1.1ke Count)!. Photo hy Eric W1.1/ters. 

Volu me 13, N u mber t 

imm),  27 J u l  (RJ ) ;  Carl .C (4), 26 .J u l  
(DK) ;  East Cape G irardeau (Alexander Co)  (2  ad), 1 8  .J un (SB ) .  

Yel low-crowned N ight-Heron 
Powder H orn L (Cook Co) (ad), 25 . Jul ( DFS); LCal (pr), 22 Jun 
(WM);  Fairmount City (St. C lair Co) (2), 15 Jun ( D K) ;  Sauget M (4 
& 3), 1 2  & 27 .Ju l ,  resp. ( D K) ;  Cypress Crk (Johnson Co) ( im m), 3 1  
.Ju l  (TM); Deer Pond NPsv (Union Co) (ad), Jun/Jul (SB) ;  Mermetl 
(ad), 22 Jun (TM), and (2),  3 1  Jul (KAM) .  

ROSEATE SPOONBILL 
Vandal i a  ( Fayette Co) (irnm), 22 Jun - 8 Jul (TM, D K, m,ob., pho
tos),  and Carl . L (same i ndividual) ,  14 Ju l  - mid Aug ( DK,  photos)-
first accepted natural occurrence for I l l inois .  Sec article and 
photos in this issue. 

Black Vulture 
Nesting: Dongo la (Union Co.) (downy yg in nest in barn for 3rd con
secutive year), 9 May (SB). MC: l l ,  Johnson, 3 1  Jul ( KAM et al .) .  

Turkey Vu ltu re 
N esting: Pickaway Twp (Shelby Co) (pr w/ 2 recent fledglings), 2 7  
J u l  ( RJ ) ;  M idway (Massac C o )  (nesl w /  2 eggs i n  barn--3rd consec
u tive year), 9 M ay (SB) .  M C :  40, Lowdn M lr, 1 2  .Jul ( DFS) ;  27, 
Marion, I Ju l  (DFS) ;  23 ,  Ke l l  Jl, 1 5  Jun (SB) ;  22, roost near M uncie 
(Vermi I ion Co), 9 & I 0 June (SB); 1 4, Madison, 22 Jun ( KA M);  1 2-
20, Palos, J un/Jul ( WS);  1 2, Columb ia  13, 8 Jun ( KAM) ;  1 0, Carl .C, 
I l Jul  ( D K) .  Others: Dundee ( Km1e Co), .Jun/J u l  ( R M ) ;  Ethel 's Wds, 
2 .Ju l  (SD); Wauk (2) ,  I Jun (JS); G lenview (Cook Co) (2-3) ,  1 2- 1 6  
Jun  (EW) ;  LCal ( rnax i 111um of 3),  9 .Jun ( W M ) ;  Herrick L ( I  & 4), 
14 .Ju n  ( U G )  & 1 7  Jun ( EES), resp. ;  Gurr Ridge (Du Page Co), 12 .J u l  
( UG) ;  Greene V l y  (3  ) ,  l 9 .J u l  ( UG) ;  Woodridge ( Du Page Co), 26 J u l  
( U G ) ;  Goose L Pr. ( 2 ) ,  26 Jun ( S 8); Chau (max i111u111 o r 2) ,  I 9 J u l  
( R&SBj ) , 

Osprey 
Nesting: Bergman Slough (Cook Co) (2 fledg l i ngs) , 1 8- 1 9  Jul (WS,  
CT)--1 st successf'u l  nedging here s ince 2000 (CT); B urnham (Cook 
Co) (nest bui lt, but abandoned), l -6 .J un, however (rr) remained i n  area 
Jun/Jul (W M , CAM ) .  Others: Upper M ississippi N W R  (Jo Daviess 
Co), 10 J u l  (SB);  Rockfd, 12 Jul (DW); L Charleston (Coles Co) (pr), 
5 Jul (RB fide L B l-I ) ;  C�ll'l .C (2  present), Jun/Ju l  w i lh (banded male), 
8 Jul and ( l'emale), 2 1  Ju l  (DK) [note: artific ia l  poles were to be placed 
al three Carl .C spots i n  Aug for th i s  pair, which had been carrying 
st icks and perl'orming numerous courlship displays]; M crmclL (3  ad), 
3 1  May (VK ct a l . ) ,  and ( 1 -2) ,  22 ,J un  - 5 ,Ju l  ( KA M ,  T M ) .  

M ississ ippi  Kite 
Rock l'd, 9 J u l  ( * 8 W ) ;  8russcls Ferry (.Jersey Co),  20 J u l  (WCR);  
Oakwood Bottoms (.Jackson Co) ( 3  ad, I subad) , 30 May ( VK cl  al , ) ;  
Pomona (6  ad), 3 1  M ay ( V K) and ( 1 2 ) ,  4 .J u l  ( R R);  Tra i l  o r· Tears 
State Forest ( Un ion  Co), .Ju n  - .Ju l  ( S 8 ); U n ion Co CA ( U nion Co) (6  
ad ) ,  3 1  M ay ( V K  c t  a l . ) ;  D i tch Road ( Alexander Co)  (4) ,  2 1  Jun 
( D K);  Mermcll. (2-3 ) ,  22-23 Jun (TM).  
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Bald Eagle 
Nestin g :  Hennepin L (ad & 3 recent fledgl i ngs),  9 Aug (CM);  
Newell Rd (Verm i l ion Co) (yg--but nest blown down), May/Jun 
(EC); Clear L (Mason Co) (I nedgling), 24 Jul (R&SBj);  Chau (nest 
came down w/ near- fledged nesting i n  mid-Jun) ( R&SBj) ;  Carl.C 
(nest) (KAM); Union Co CA (Union Co) (nests) ( KAM); Cypress 
Crk (nest) (KAM).  Others: LCal (subad), 25 Jul (WM); SRock (ad), 
4 Jun (CM); 1-57 (Kankakee Co), 1 3  Jul (JC); Fox Ridge SP (Coles 
Co) (subad), 29 May (LBH) and nearby, 6 Jun (fide LBH); Levee 
Road ( M onroe Co) (subad), 2 Jun (JZ); Breese (Cl inton Co) (subad), 
14 Jun (DK);  Carl.C (ad), 14 & 29 Jun & 29 Jul and (subad), 14 Jun 
( D K) ;  Randolph, 3 1  Jul (KAM ct al.); Big Muddy River (Union Co) 
(ad), 29 Ju l  (DK);  MermetL (2 subad), 3 1  May ( V K  et al . ) .  

N o rthern Harrier 
Mill Crk 13 (male), 14 Jun ( OW):  Busse Wds (pr), 7 Jun (AA); 
Hoffinn Est. (ad), 2 Aug (AA, JM ); Goose L Pr., 21 Jul (EES); 
Arcola M ( i mm),  27 Jul ( RJ ) ;  Ditch Road (Alexander Co) (female), 
2 1  Jun (DK).  

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
LowdnM l r, 2 1  Jun (DFS et a l . ) ;  Valley City ( Pike Co) (female), 3 Jul 
(JU). 
Cooper's Hawk 
Nesting: Evanston (nest, but no yg), 1 1  Apr - 8 Jun (EW); Chi (Dan 
Ryan Wds FP) (nest), 1 7  May (WM) ;  Plum Crk (ad carrying food), 
23 Jun (AA, JP); Carthage (Hancock Co) (4 fleclgl i ngs), 20 Jul ( RJ) ;  
Spfld (2 fledgl i ngs), 14 Jul (PB fide VK);  HL (3 yg),  28 Jun (FH);  
Old Ben Mi ne ( Frankl in Co) ( nest), 1 7  May (LS) . Others: Galena 
(Jo Daviess Co) (ad), 1 l Jul (SB); Ethel 's Weis (ad), 1 8  & 28 Jun (SD 
fide SB) ;  Busse Wds (ad) ,  20 J u l  (AA); Ti nley Park (Cook Co)  (ad), 
22 Jun (AA); Des Plaines (Cook Co) (ad), 1 1  Aug (AA);  M i l ler 
Meadow (Cook Co) (ad & i rnm), 1 2  Jun (JA); Oak Park (Cook Co) 
(2 ad, 4 yg), 5 Jul (JA); Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co) (ad), 1 7  May 
(EW); Deer Grove (pr), 2-3 Ju l  (SB);  Palos (singles at 3 sites), Jun 
/Jul (WS); Gebhard Wds S P  (Grundy Co) (pr), J un/Jul (SB); Chau 
(ad), 5 Jun (R&SBj )  and 25 Aug ( M D, VK); Warbler Wds N Psv 
(Coles Co) (female) , 1 0  Ju l  ( D M  fide LBH); Carl.C, 1 8  Jun - 20 Jul 
(DK); EStL (female), 12 Ju l  (DK).  

Red-sho u l dered Hawk 
Nesting: Pomona (4 yg), Apr - Ju11 (RR, m.ob.). Others: Morris 
(Grundy Co), 7 Jun (DFS); Utica (La Salle Co) (ad), 4 Ju l (CM);  
Pe111brokc Twp, 28 Jun (DFS) ;  HL ( i 111m) ,  27-28 Ju l  ( D K, FH) ;  
Darrnsladt (2), 20 Jun (SB) ;  Oakdale (Washington Co) (2), 20 Jun 
(SB) ;  Richview (Washington Co), 25 Jun (SB) ;  Orient (Frank l in  Co)  
(4) ,  14  Ju l  (LS);  c .  Jackson (3) ,  30 Jun (RR);  Oakwood Bottoms 
(Jackson Co), 20 Jul (DK); Pomona (2), 25 Jun (KAM);  MerrnetL, 
22 Jun (TM) and (2), 3 1  Jul (TM et a l . ) ,  

Broad-win ged Hawk 
Nesti ng: Woodstock ( Ryder 's Wds, McHenry Co) ( nest, I fledgl i ng), 
9 May - 27  Jun ( OF); Palos (nest--success not dctcr111 ined), 10 May 
- l J u l  (WS, EW) .  Others: ne. Rockfd (3),  � Jul  (OW); nw. Rockfd 
(2) ,  1 2  Jul ( OW); Deer Grove (two territories), 2 Jul (SB);  Forest 
Glen P (Verm i l i on Co) (irnrn), 8 Jun (LLH);  Pere Marq . , 20 Jun (2) 
( KAM) & 26 Jul (DK, KAM et  al .) ;  L Lou Yaeger (Montgomery Co) 
(ad), 14 Jun (RJ); Fox Ridge SP (Coles Co) (ad), 4 Jul (LBH); w. 
Hardin (ad), 4 Jun (VK); Pomona, 3 1  May (VK ct al .) and 30 Jun 
( RR); Makanda (Jackson Co) (ad), ') Aug (VK); Tra i l of Tears State 
Forest (Union Co) (3), 2 Jul (SB);  Un ion (3), 28 Jun (KAM el a l . )  
and ( 1 ) ,  20 Jul  (DK). 

Swainson 's Hawk 
Nesting: McHenry (2  nests) and Kane (3 nests), however, apparent
ly only one nest was successful, fledging 2 yg (RM). 

Red-ta iled Hawk 
Nesting: Homer (Vermil ion Co) (brood), Apr - May (JOS); Horner 
(Champaign Co) (2 broods), Apr - May (JOS); HL (2 yg), 29 Jun 
(FH). MC: 5,  Carl .C , 20 Jul (KAM, DK). 
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American Kestrel 
Nesting: Ogle (2 ad & 2 fledgl ings), 4 Jul (DFS); Chi (northwest) (pr 
w/ yg), 8 Aug (KM fide AA); Argonne National Laboratory (Du 
Page Co) (2 ad, 3 yg), 1 1  Jul (UG); Pratts Wayne (3 fledgl i ngs),  1 0  
Jul (EES); n. Liv ingston (successful nest with four young i n  Wood 
Duck box), 3 Jun (SB);  Homer (Champaign/Vermi l ion Cos) (3 
broods = 13 yg), May - Jun (JOS) . MC: 1 7 ,  De Kalb ( 1 2 )/Kendall 
(5), 1 9  Jul (DJS) ; 1 3  ( incl .  fam i ly  group of 6),  Marion, 1 Jul (DFS); 
1 1 , Levee Road (Monroe Co), 22 Jul (JZ); 10,  Carl.C, 20 Jul (KAM). 

Am.erican Kestrel young in nest box. Photo by Steven D. 
Bailey. 

Peregrine Falcon 
Broadview (Cook Co), 27 Jun (DFS); LCal (ad), 20 Jul (UG, WM); 
Downers Grove (Du Page Co), 4 Jul (DFS); Alton (Madison Co) (2) ,  
22 Jun (KAM); HL, 27 Jul (KAM, DK); EStL, 8 Jun - 27 Jul (KAM, 
DK, 111.ob.) . 

King Rail  
Nesting: Cotton Creek Marsh CA ( McHenry Co) (nest w/ recently 
hatched eggs), Apr (fide OF); LCal (yg), 23 Aug (RS). Others: 
Goose L Pr. (pr), 26 & 27 Jun (SB). 

Virginia Rail 
Schaumburg (Cook Co) (heard), 8 Jun (AA); Goose L Pr., 1 9  Ju l  
(TM et al.); Royalton 13 (hem·d), 14  Jun ( RR). [Ferm i : Large dark j uv
-"iicould possible have been a K ing, but probably j ust a Virg in ia  
Rai l ." (UG)] 

Sora 
Nesting: Arcola M (ad & juv), 30 Jul ( RJ) .  Others: Merritt Prairie 
FP (De Kalb Co) (pr), 9 Jul (SB);  Palos (McGinn is  Slough), 1 9  Jul  
(WM); Palos (Bultonbush S lough), 1 4  Jun (EW); Hennepin L 
(heard), 1 8  Ju l (DFS); Chau ( 1 5+), throughout !ale summer (SB) .  

Common Moorhen 
Nesting: LCal ( I  yg), 22 Jun (WM); H L  (yg), 3 Jul  (FH). Others: 
Schaumburg (Cook Co) (ad), 8 Jun (AA); LCal (3 ad), 22 Jun (WM 
ct  al.) ;  Palos (2 ad), 1 9  Ju l  (TM ct  a l . ) ;  Goose L Pr. (ad), 2 J u l  (SB);  
Arcola M (2 ad),  30 Jun (TM); HL ( 1 -2 ad),  1 2-30 Jul (DK, m.ob.) .  
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J\mcric:rn Coot 
N cstinJ.!:  Pau l Douglas 1-' I' 
( Cook Co) ( nest) ,  1 7  May 
( l: W ) ;  Palos ( M cC i i n n i s  
S lough) (2  broods), J u n/J u l  
( W S ) ;  Hennepi n  L (50 birds, 
I nest-bu i ld i ng),  (i .J un, ( 6 5  
b i rds a n d  2 nests) un 1 2  J u n ,  
( 8 0  b i rds :111d 3 bl\)ods) on 7 
J u l ,  and (4 broods and 6 
nests) on 1 8  J u l  ( DFS):  Chau 
(67 ad & 1 1  yg), 1 3  Jun 
( R&SBj ). and ( 5 0+ yg) ,  25  
Aug ( V K, M D); I-I L ( 3  yg), 5 
Jun  ( Fl-I ) ,  Others: Schaumburg (Cook Co) ( 2-3 ) ,  
28 J u n  - 20 J u l  ( A A); l l off11111 L::st. ( ad), 2 8  Jun 
(AA);  LC a l  (2  ad),  22 Jun  & 1 3  J u l ( W M ); 1 - 1  L ( 1 -
6) ,  2 8  Jun - 1 7  .J u l ( D K, 111 .ob. ) - Very sc:1rcc i n  
LCal a rea th is  year ( WM ). 

Sandhill Crane 
N esting: Garden Pr _  S I .  (nesting), M ay/J un  ( M R) ;  
Spencer P ( Boone Co) (p 1· al  ncs l ) ,  .J un/J u l  ( M R ) ;  
Goose L Pr. (pr  w/ 2 yg), 26-27 .J un  ( S B-- I s t  con
firmed nest ing for coun ly and southcrnmosl cur
rent record) .  Others: Spring L ( 3 ), 2 1  Jun (VK el 
al.); Woodstock ( M c H enry Co) ( 2  ad--walkcd 
into a backyard ), 1 1  J u l ( KC fide A A ) ;  Round L 
( Lake Co), I .J u l  ( JS ) ;  G reene Vly  (p 1·) ,  22 Jun  - 6 
J u l  (MC) .  N BSO: C;irl.C (2), 14 J u n  - X J u l  ( DK ) .  

WHOOPING CRANE 
Last year's 11 1 4, a female (from the Wiscons in  2002 re- i n troduction 
nock) that did nol complcle its rou nd-tri p from Wiconsin/Floridai 
Wiscons in  su 111111cred i n  Burem1 and Putnam counties from al least 
mid-May unti l late J u ly. !Is presence there was known by lhe 
Wisconsin crane staff and a few other people, and th is i nforn1Mion 
was carefu l ly guarded un1i l aticr the completion or the fa l l  2003 
m igration season. S i nce !he b i rd had "retu rned" 18 i rly close lo its 
hatch ing site on its return trip, il was al lowed to slay ralher than 
bei ng captured and take11 back to Wisconsi n .  (Private source or 
information on fi le.) Sec photos. 

Killdeer 
csfing: Cl1u1i11mig11 ncsl w/ 4 egg.), 3 1  Mar (SD. RJ). 1C; 00, 

HL, 28 Jul ( DK); 295 & 293. hau, 24 ' 3 1 Jul, resp. (R&Sl3j); 1 50, 
nrl. , 29 Jul ( DK); 1 20. c. Og!I!, 1 2  Jul DFS): 103, ltockl(i. 4 . lu l  

( OW); 79.  Hennepin L. 7 Jul ( DFS ; 3 Mi l ford B,  6 Jun ( 13); 32, 
Oll!111coup 13, I Jun ( DK) ;  28. 1oosc L I  r . •  27 .11111 & 1 -2 Ju l  ( 13}; 28, 
Kell  ri, 15 .l un  ( S B),  

Black-necked Sti lt 
Carlson L ( Fu l lon Co) (3), 7 Jun (TM ) ;  sw . .Jackson (2), 5 Jul ( D K, 
TM et al . ) ;  Crnb Or, (2 pr), 24 Jun  ( S B ) ;  Grassy S lough (Johnson Co) 
(2) ,  5 .l u l  ( D K, TM cl al .) ;  Dilch Road (Akxandcr Co) ( 2 ), 2 1 -25 Jun 
( D K, K A M ) .  

Spotted iuHlpiper 
Nesting: Rol l ins S;1vanna Fl� (Lake o) (2 pr) J un/Jul ( SB): Elhcl's 
Weis (pr near ne•t). 2 .Jun & 2 Jul (SD); LCal (2 broods, 3 & I yg). 
22 Jun ( W M ): Fishllook WM.A (Mou ltrie o) t2  <1d, 3 yg), 27 .lu 1 1  
(TM); ·hau (suspected), Jun/Jul (R&SDj). M : 19  ( inc l .  yg <1bovc ), 
LCal, 22 Jun ( WM); 1 0, Chatt, 13 Jun  t R&SBj )· 8, M i l ler Meadow 
( ook Co), I Jun (JA): 6, 1recnc Vly. 27 J u1i ( UO); 5, Mt:rmctl, J I  
Jut  ( KAM . Others: Lindenwood (-Ogle Co), 1 1  .Jun (- B): Sauk Trai l  
Wd!i FP (Cook u) (pr  , 23 Jun (J\A) :  J loJ'fmn bsL ( pr). 21) Jun  ( A A .  
KC) ;  MidFk,  5 Jun ( S f3). 

Willet 
N BSO: Atk inson f1, 1 3  Jun ,  "ii i l  landed in  a corn fie ld where it 
appeared that Ki l l deer were nesti ng." ( 0 1".S ) .  
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A hunded Whoo11i11g C 'mne .1pe11/ the .1·11111111cr o/ 
2003 0!011g the 11/irwis Ri 11e1: It stayed ulw111  011e 

week 11eur Ayers Sund Prairie in Curro!/ C 'ounty 
and then nwved a short distunce north neur 
Calenu in .JoDu \lies.1· County in ea riv A ugusf. One 
photo shmv.1· the crane alone; unother shows if 
with u Great Blue l!emn. Photos taken 29 Julv 
2003 bl' Dun Wennv. Bird jirst fi! l lnd in Bureuu 

A m eric a n  Woo d cock 

U p l a n d  S a n d piper 
Lost Mound ( 2 ) , 2 1  
.J u n  ( VK cl a l . ) ;  
Atk i nson l l ,  1 3  Jun  
( D FS ); Earl v i l le ( La 
Sa l l e  Co) ( 4 ), 20 Aug 
( DJ S ) ;  We l l i ngton 
( I roquois Co), 6 J u n 
(Sl:l) ;  M ont icel l o  Fie ld 
Stat ion (Champaign 
Co) ,  20 J un  ( EC) ;  
Decatur  a i 1  porl 
( Macon Co) ( 2), 1 7  Ju l  
(TM,  M D); Charleston 
a i rport (Coles Co), 23 
M ay (SB, SD). 

Wilson's S nipe 
M i l l  Crk 13, 1 4  .l un  
( OW) .  

Nesting: LCal  (ad & I yg) ,  10  May ( W M ) ;  Berdan ( G reene Co) ( ad 
& nedgl ing), 1 8  . Jun ( R.I ) .  Others: Ferne Clyffe SP ( .Johnson Co),  28 
J u n  (KAM el  a l . ). 

Wilson's Phalarope 
Hennepin L ( m ale ) ,  1 2  .J u l  ( C M ) ;  MTwai n  (Cal houn Co) ( i 111111), 1 3  
J u l  t WC R ). 

Laughing Gull  
N BSO: Wauk  (ad),  3 J un ( . IS) ;  Chi ( M ontrose Harbor) (ad),  I J u l  
( W M ); Carl .C ( I s l y r )  ( l ) ,  1 8  Ju n  - 20 J u l  and ( 2 ), 2 1  J u l  ( D K ) ;  H L  
( I s l y r )  24-3 1 J ul ( F H ,  KA M , DK e t  a l . ) .  

B o n apa rte's G u l l  
GrlLakes ( 3 9 ) ,  2 1 J u n  ( EW);  Wauk (Winth-rop Harbor) ( 2-- 1 s l  year 
b i rds),  2 1  Jun ( EW ) ,  

R i n g-bil led G u l l  
Nesting: Evnnsl1)11 ( ook o )  ( I  st j uvs from local colo.ny-3 ), 1 4  fo n  
(P.W.): L �I  ( l ()OO's nest · I) WI I sl netlglings n l e  1 22 J u n  mid (243), 
4 J u l  W M ). MC: 3000+ (al colony), W,auk. 20 Jun (EW)· 1 1  0 
(n n- nesting, most ly 3rd-year birds), Evuns1on (Cook C'o), 8 Jun 
( EW}; 202, Chau, 24 & 3 1  Jul  ( R&SBj); 1 83,  'hi (Humboldt P . 1 2  
.lul (J\A); 1 57 Jnke Wolf' FI ·h 1-l::ttcliery ( M11son Co), I f o l CR& 'Bj) .  

0 0: nrl.C ( l 5. 4, & 8), I ,  1 4 & 1 8 .Jun, resp. ( DK). onimcnt; 
Various repe l len ts (fencing on the roof and smal l wind m i l l s  around 
lhe pond) were apparently effective in  deterring the roof-lop nesl ing 
gul ls  from returning lo the Des Plaines (Cook Co) nesting s i te of 
2002 (AA).  

Herri ng G u l l  
Nesting: Wauk ( a d  on nesl), 1 4  Jun (TM) ;  LC:li (prolx1bly nested) ,  
22 J u n  ( W M ) .  O thers :  A l ton ( Madison C o )  ( I  s t  summer), 20  .J u l  
(WCR) .  

Caspian Tern 
N BSO: Rockfd ( 5 ), 1 2  J u l  ( DW ) ;  Wauk ( I  0), 20 Jun ( EW ) ;  W i l 111el le 
( Cook Co) ( I  I ), 14 Jun (EW) ;  G l" lLakcs ( HI) ,  2 1  Jun  ( L�W) ;  M i l ler  
M eadow (Cook Co), 1 2  Jun  (JA ) ;  LCal  ( 13  ad), 22 Jun & 33 (ads & 
i 111111 ) ,  1 3  J u l  ( W M ); B ra idwd L (9) .  1 3 - 1 4  . lun (AA) ;  Greene V ly (5) .  
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27 Jun  (UG); Danada FP ( Du Page Co) (3), 
19 Jun (EES); Woodridge (Du Page Co), 4 Jul 
(UG); Fermi (2), 26 .Jul (UG); Mazon ia  F WA 
(5) ,  14 Jul (AA) ; Chau (2),  1 9  Jun & 1 3  Ju l  
( R&SBj ) ;  Mel  Price Lock & Dam ( M adison 
Co), 26 Jun (FH). Note: Casp ian  Terns nested 
this year in nearby Lake County, Indiana 
(WM).  

Common Tern 
Nesting: Gr1Lakes (26 nests--dcstroycd by a .. -=�""""" 
coyote), Jun, but renesting ( 1 9  nesls and 20+ 
chicks banded), 1 6  Jul ( M W, BS) .  

Forster's Tern 
Breeding Chain-O-Lakes SP (Lake Co) (57 
nests, 1 60 eggs, 80+ ch icks banded) , Jun/Ju l  

9 ( * DW); Hwys 45 & 1 69 ( Massac Co) (ad), 
5-6 Jul (DK, TM et al., photos). 

Mourning Dove 

(MW).  Thrnugh a techn ique ca l led con-spe-
cific attraction, Forster's Terns have been sue- White-v11inged Dove. 5 July 2003. 

MC: 300, Sauget M, 3 1  Jul (KAM et al.);  
200, Bond, 20 Jul ( KA M ,  DK); 1 65 , Sr. 
Clair, 28 Jun ( KAM);  1 50, De Kalb, 1 9  Ju l  
(DJS) ;  89 ,  Pembroke Twp,  6 J u l  (DFS); 73,  
Ogle, 1 2  Jul (D FS); 7 1 ,  Beaverdam ll, 4 Jun 
(VK);  68, Sti l lwell ll, 12 Jun (VK); 67, 
Marl insv. ll ,  1 4  Jun (SB); 60, Camp Pt ll, I l 
Jun (VK); 60, Fa irbury ll, 1 9  Jun (VK); 60, 
Columbia ll, 8 Jun (KAM ) ; 60, Carl.C, 29 Jul  
( DK); 59, J amestown 13, 2 J u n  ( DK); 50, SL 
Morgan fl, 1 2  Jun (KAM); 50, Kel  I ll, 1 5  Jun 
(SB) ;  49, Royalton ll, 1 4  Jun (RR);  45, 
Belknap ll, 3 Jun ( V K) ;  4 1 ,  Burnl  Pr. ll, 5 Jun 
( VK); 4 1 ,  Pont iac l l ,  20 Jun (VK);  36 ,  
Mi l l  ford 13, 6 Jun (SB) ;  36, Waynesv. fl, 7 Jun  
(VK) ;  3 6 ,  c. Jackson, 30 .l un (RR).  

cessfu l ly  "lured" into re turning as a nesting 
species ( i n  larger numbers than i n i t i al ly 
expected) at the "Chain" i n  a newly created 
29-acre i s land made of dredge spoil and  com
pletely smrounded by a "geo-tube" that pre-

Near Mennet Lake, !vlassac County. 

This species possibly nested here. 

Photo hy Travis A .  Mahan. 
Mon k Parakeet 
Nesting: Des Plaines (Cook Co) (IO al nest 
colony), 12 Au� l fidt.: AA); Burnham ( ook 

vents d i sturbance from people and wave action from recreatio1rn I 
speedboats ( M W ) .  A geo-tube, made of specia l textile, is simi lar to a 
b ig sausage that is fi l led with dredge spoi l lo create a shore l ine  (BS ) .  
N BSO: G rtLakes (5 ) ,  2 1  Jun ( EW); Carl.C (subad), I Jun - 8 Jul 
( DK). 

Least Tern 
NBSO:  Carl .C ( ad) ,  29 J un 
( D K). Others:  Gorham 
(Jackson Co) ( 5  ad), 1 8  . lun  
(SB);  Grand Tower (J ackson 
Co) (ad) ,  5 J u l  ( D I() ;  sw. 
Jackson (4 ad), 20 Ju l (DK) ;  
San la  Fe Chute (Alexander Co) 
(2  ad), 1 3  .Ju l  ( D K). 

Black Tern 
Nesting: Goose L Pr. (poss ib le  
nesting) (4  ca l l ing and ul i l izing 
i s land i n  lmge wet land) , 2 6  Jun 
( SB) .  NBSO: Hennepin L ( 8  & 
6) ,  6 & 1 2  J u n, 1·esp. ( D FS) ,  
then (2  pr), 1 2  Jul (CM) and 
( a d ) ,  19  Jul  ( T M  el a l . ) .  

Rock Pigeon 
MC: 1 20, G rnnl P, 1 0  J u n 
( D FS); 50, EStL, I 5 Jun  ( DK).  

l)) (28 nests & 60 ad),  22 Jua (WM): h i (Rainbow 8ettd1) ( 14  ad, 
5 nests), 25 Ju l  (OF · : Chj (Western & Harrison Sts (pr adding to 
nest), 9- 1 0  Muy AA ; Chi (Winrtemnc P (pr at nest), 4 May ( fide 
AA); Chi (Damen/Ful lerton) (pr HI nc. t , 5 h1y ('fide AA); 'hi 
( R<)llan P) (pr at ne�t), 29 M11y (CN, KM fide AA):  Calumet Park ( l J  
ac� 3 nests), 25 J u l  D F  ): Carlyle (Clinton .o) 1 1 -3 H L  nest) 2 J  Jun 

- 26 Jul (DK, KAM). Others: 
Chi (Jackson P )  (5), 20  J u l  
(UG) ;  Ch i  ( South Shore 
Cu l tura l  Center) (6) ,  1 6  Jun 
(CAM);  Addison (On Page Co) 
((1 ) ,  4 .J u l (UG).  Note:  A con
tr i butor m ent ioned that the 
Monk Parakeel popu lation may 
be expanding; however, appro
priate documentation and sup
portive l ' icld notes were nol pro
v ided for th is  report. 

Black-bil led Cuckoo 
N esting: Pc111brnke Twp ( nest 
w/ 2 eggs, in  5 ft. black oak 
lrce), 14 Aug ( CS) .  Others: 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 
Nesting: Havana ( M ason Co) (2 
nests in pines destroyed) ,  24 Jun 
(JU ): Vienna ( Johnson Co) (car
rying nesling materia l ) ,  1 4  M ay 
( R M ). MC: 20, C icero (Cook 
Co), 25 J u l  (CT); 1 3 , 
Wa l lonv i l lc (.Je fferson Co), 2 5  
Ju l  (Sl3) .  Others: Charleston 
( Co les Co) ( l -2 ad), 1 2  Jun (and 
later) ( fi de L B J-I ) ;  Vandal i a  
( Fayette Co) ,  29 J u n  ( D K ) ;  

Barn Owl young in nest box in  barn at  Dongola, Unio11 

County. Six young vvere present. Photo taken 24 May 2003 

by Steven D. Bailey. 

Lost Mound, 2 1  Jun (VK et al . ) ; 
IVi1111ehago (2), 1 5  Jun ( OW) ;  
H offo111 Est. ( h eard), 28 Jun 
(AA) ;  Thatcher Wds (Cook Co),  
4- 1 5  J u n  ( J A ) ;  Bartel 
Grnsslancls (Cook Co), 22 Jun 
(AA, CN, KM ) ;  Palos, 13 Jul 
(WS) ;  1-lcideckc L (Gn1 ndy Co), 
7 .Ju n ( DFS);  Hennepin  L 
( male), 29 Jun ( C M ) ;  Pembroke 
Twp, 6 .l u l  ( DFS) ;  Watseb 
( Iroq u o i s  Co) (heard ) ,  I J u l 
( S B ) ;  M idd le  Fork F P  
( Champaign Co) , 8 Ju l  ( EC);  
Mt .  Zion (M<1con Co),  1 1  J ul 
(TM);  Jamestown [l (ad), 2 J un 
( D K); Carl .C (ml ), 1 4  J un (DK) .  

M ulberry irove (Faycue o),  1 1  Jul  (UK); Vernon ( Marion Co) l J 
Ju l  (DK)· Hecker ( Monroe q). 1 3  Jun ( DK); Waterloo Mortroe Co) 
(2). I Ju l (DK); Keyesport ( l inl'on 'o), 8 Jul ( DK); Carl .C ( 1 -4), 1 4  
Jun - 2 1  Jul ( DK); Boulder l i n lon Co) (2), I R  Jun (DK); Beaucoup 
l.l, I Jw1 (DK); ypres� (Johnson 'o) (3 , 3 1  Jul ( KAM et al.1; Un/011 
(2 ).  28 Jun KAM);  Karnnk ( f't1la'ski o), 1 7  Jw1 (SB). 
W H I TE-WINGED DOV E 
Waltonvi l le (Jefferson Co) (acl), 1 4  Jul  (DK,  KAM, photos) and 
( i mm),  25 & 27 J u l  ( SB,TM)--suggesting possible nesting, and Aug 
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
N esting: MArb ( nest-bu i lding), 21  Jun ( EES): A'rculn M (nest w/ 2 
yg), 27 Jun ( RJ). IC; 24, Dam1stadt, 1 9-20 .J un (SB); 23. Andover 
( Hc:11ry Co), 1 6- 1 7 .lu l ( SB ); 1 7, Kc l l f.l, 1 5 .lun (SB ; 1 4, M11rti11�v. rJ. 
1 4  Jun (SB); I . , Pon1ona, 4 Jul (RR); 1 1 , Breckenridge ( l la.ncock 
Co), 1 2  Ju l  ( RJ): 9, Lowdn M l r, 2 1  Jan (OF et u l . ); !I, Pr. Rocher, I 1 
Jun (SD); 8, Richview ( W11shington Co), 24-25 Jun (SB); 7, Knoxv. 
1 5- l 6  Jul  SB);  7, Royalton 11, 1 4  .lun ( RR)· 6 H uegely ( Wl1shi ng1 011 

o), 25 Jun (SB); 6, Pembroke Twp, 6 .l\11 (DF ) : 5, Lost Mound, 2 8· 

Meadowlark 



J u n  ( DW ) ;  5, F ie ldon (Jersey C 'o ) ,  2 J u n  ( l� J ) ;  5, f k l l rosc Farm 
( Logan Co) ,  1 7  J u n  ( T L ) ;  5, S i .  Morg<1 n G. 1 2  ,l u n  ( l(A M ); 5, 13oa/ 
( M assac Co), I �  .l un ( S f� ) ;  4, Du11c1 11  M i l l s fl, 1 (1 . Jun ( T L ! ;  4,  Camp 
Pl  ll, 1 1  J u n  ( VK ) ;  4,  l l oncy Creek Wds ( M arnupin  Co). l 'J .l u n  
( TL ) ;  4 ,  Cir- 1 .C, 29 .lu l  ( D K ) ;  3 ,  Wi1111c·h11gu, 1 5  ,J u n  ( DW ) ;  3 ,  
Thalche1 Wds (Cook C 'o ) ,  1 5  J u n  ( .IA ) :  3 ,  Harper-Rector, 20 . lu n 
(TL):  3, c . . fucl.. "!11, 30 .lu n  ( R R ) :  2, S i i l l wc l l  I.\, 1 2  ,J u n  ( V f< ) ;  2 ,  
Jameslown ll, 2 J un ( D I< ) . 

Barn Owl 
Nesting: Scssc1 ( Fra n k l i n  Co) (4  yg), 1 3  .J u l  ( DK ) ;  Dongola ( LJ n inn 
Co) (6 yg), 24 May ( S B). Others: U11io11 ( male) ,  25 Jun ( K A M ), 28 
Jun (DK)  & 27 J u l  (TM). 

Eastern Screech-Owl 
Nesting: H omer ( C lrn111paig11 Co) ( brnod ) ,  M ay - Jun (JOS).  Others: 
Frisrn ( f'ra n k l i n  Co) (4) ,  30  .l u l  ( LS ) .  

Great H orned O w l  
Nesting: W i l k i nson Renwick Marsh ( De K a l b  Co) (yg i n  nest), 1 5  
M ay ( D.I S ) ;  CBG (ad on nesl) ,  2 Mar  and ( 2  downy yg).  22 Mm· 
(AA ) :  Chi ( I ndian Road Wds FPJ (acl w/ 2 n eclgl ings).  1 7  Apr ( CN,  
K M ,  AA).  Others: Poor nu 111bers i n  southern I l l i no is  aga in  ( K A M ) .  

Barred Owl 
Nesting: Pomona (p 1· w/ 2 lleclgl ings), 2 5  M ay ( S B, S D ); K noxv. (acl 
w/ 2 yg), 1 5  .Jul ( S B ) .  

Common N ighthawk 
Des P laines ( Cook Co) ( 1 -2 acl), 23-26 J u n  ( AA); Braiclwcl L (4),  1 3  
J u n  (AA);  M orris (Grundy Co) (6) ,  25 .Jun - I J ul ( S B ); Danv i l l e  
( Verm i l ion C o )  ( 8 ) ,  J u n/J u l  ( S B ); U rbana ( I  0 ) ,  Jun/J u l  ( S B ) ;  
Fairview Heights ( S t .  C l a i r  Co),  1 5  J u n  ( D K) ;  Bel levi l l e  ( St. C la i r  
Co) ,  12  J u l  ( DK ) ;  Cal ' i .C ( 2 ) ,  29  ,J u n  ( DK ) :  Redbud ( Randolph Co) 
(8), 1 8- 1 9  .Jun  ( S B ) ;  Anna ( U n i on Co) ( I  0), J un/J u l  ( S B ) .  Poor sum
mer numbers agai n  ( KA M ) .  Seems to be more scarce every year in  
tradit ional  LCal  nesting areas (areas w i l h  b u i l d i ngs with flat-topped 
roors)  ( W M ), and conl inue to dec l ine in  the D undee ( Kane Co) area 
where only two territories were fou n d  ( R M ); on ly  one b i rd noted a l l  
summer a l o n g  t h e  n c .  a n d  se. f.ok<! l a kefront areas {E: W ) .  

Chuck-w i l l 's-widow 
Sand Ridge State Forest ( Mason Co) (male), May/Jun ( R&SBj ); 
sw.ffo111ifto11 (4), 3 . Jun ( I .S J ;  Ferne Clyrre SP ( . Johnson Co) ( 3 ), 2 8  
J u n  ( K A M )  l o  5 J u l  ( T M  e t  a l . ) , a n d  ( 1 ), 3 1  Ju l ( T M  el  a l . ) .  

Whip-poor-wi l l  
M A rb, 2 1  J u n  ( E ES) ;  sw. f-fw11ilto11 ( 8 ) ,  3 J u n  ( LS ) ;  M artinsv. 13 ( 3 ). 
1 4  J u n  ( S B ) .  Puor su 111111cr m1111bers in soulhcrn I l l i no i s  ( K A M ) .  No 
b i rds cncounlc1·cd desp i lc numerous al!cmpls by several people in  
trndi l ional  Cook sites ( J:::W ). 

Chim ney Swift 
MC: 31 10, LSIL. 8 J u n  ( KA M ); 220,  C h i  ( Ra inbow Beach) ,  I . J u n  
( D FS) ;  54 ( i nto c h i m ney),  D e s  Plai nes ( Cook C o ) ,  2 3 -24 .l u n  ( ;\ ;\ ) ;  
30, Carl .C ,  29  J u n  ( D K ) ;  29, C o l u m b i a  I.\, 8 . J u n  ( K A M ); 2(>, St. 
Morgan I.\, 1 2  . lun ( KA M ); 1 8, Beaucoup f.l, I .J u n  ( D K ) .  

R u by-l h roated H u mmingbird 
Nesting: Rockf'd ( 2  prs), J un/.l u l  ( DW ); M Arb ( female feed i ng 2 yg 
i n  nesl) ,  1 4  .l un ( r.WJ.  MC: 30(H ,  A lto Pass ( U nion Co),  J un/J u l  ( fl S I  
fide V K ) ;  26,  Pomona, 4 J u l  ( R R ) ;  1 2 , Ch ristopher L ( Fran k l i n  Co), 
28  Jun ( LS ) ;  1 2, Mern1c1L, 3 1  .l u l  ( K;\ M J ;  I 0, New Athens ( St. C l a i 1· 
Co) ,  1 1 - 1 3  ,J un ( D KJ;  7, Murio11,  4 J u l  ( D FSJ ;  6, C1 rl .C, 1 8  J u l  ( DK ). 
Others: Lowcl n M l r  ( 3 ) ,  2 1  J u n  ( D FS cl a l . ) ; I BS P  ( lemale) ,  2 1  J u n  
( EW);  Woodridge ( D u  Page C o )  ( Jcnrnlc a !  feeder), 1 5  J u n  - 9 Aug 
( M C);  G 1-ecnc V ly (ma le ) ,  1 5  J u n  - 2 Aug ( MC);  K noxv. (3  territo
ries), 1 5- 1 6  J u l  ( S l1 ) :  Dal'l11siadt ( (J leri· itories),  J 9-20 .Ju n ( S l1 ): 
Richv iew ( W:1sh ingto11 Co)  (6 lcrl ' i lorics), 24-25 .J un  ( S B ) ;  l'r. 
Rocher (3 tcrrilOl' ics), I 9 .l u n  ( S B ) .  N otes: '\imorc reports lhan 1rnr
mal have been rcporicd l'rom lhe Du ndee [ Kane Co] area and may 
1·cprcscnl an increasing populat inn" ( RM ) ;  "abundanl a l l  sc:ason" 
( A IJ--/Jounc); norm:il Jul concentrnlions ;1l feeders wcl'e sevcrdy 
reduced this yc:1r; low i n i l i :i l num be1·s were atlribu tcd. a f'lcr  pool' 
wcalhe1· cond i l ions in May, lo low nesti ng success J'or J'irsl brnods; 
however, second IJl'oods were appare n t ly very succcss i'ul based on 
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the n u m bcl' o f· b i rds  at lcedc 1·s in J ; 1 1c  .J u l  and beyond ( more deta i l >  
subm i l led rur !�i l l  1 ·cpol'l) ( V K ), 

R U FO U S  H U M M I NC RI R D  
Splld (ml 1mi l e ) .  24-28 J u l ( 8 L. folc T M  d a l . ,  photos ) .  

Belted Ki ngfisher 
Nesti ng :  f<en n c k u k  P ( nest ) ,  5 J u n  ( S IJ ) ;  L i mlcnwuod ( Ogle Co)  ( ad 
entering nest hole w/ f'i sh ) ,  I 0- 1 1 .J u n  ( SB ) .  Others :  Tyler  C1·cck FP 
( Ka n e  Co) ,  30  M ay ( S B ); Grn11d1' ( 3 ) ,  7 Jun ( DF S J ;  1-1 1 . , 1 7  .J u n  
( l( A M ). w i t h  (4) ,  3 J u l  (.lZ) & ( I ) , 1 7  .J u l  ( D K) ;  C:1 r l . C :, 4-2'! .J u l  
( D K ) :  M ermet l., 1 3  .J u l  ( D K ). 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
Nesting: Tin ley Park (Cook Co) (2 n csl i n g  sites), 22 J u n ( ;\;\, CN, 
K M ); M i d loth ian  Wds F P  ( Cook Co) (ad !cedi n g  yg), 1 3  .J u l  ( A ;\ ), 
M C :  24. Pembroke Twp, 6 J u l  ( D FS) ;  J O  :id, Va l l ey C ity ( Pike Co),  
3 .J u l  ( R.1 ) ;  8 ,  Mal' t insv. f.l, 1 4  .J u n  (SB);  6,  ne. f-fonwck, 2 1  Ju l  ( RJ ) ;  
6,  Carl .C ,  1 4  Ju n ( DK) ;  4 ,  Berdan (Greene Co),  2 4  J u n  ( RJ ) ;  4 ,  Camp 
Pl rl, 1 1  Jun ( V K ) .  Others: B u sse Weis ( 1 -2 ) ,  7 .J u n  - 2 J u l  (AA); 
f...-unkuke<! ( many),  15 Jun ( UG ) .  N ote: "Becoming very loc:1 l ized in 
the slate, with some arc;1s where the b ird i s  st i l l  fairly common and 
other areas where the species i s  v i rtual ly non-existent," ( S B ) .  

Red-bellied Woodpecke1· 
M C :  3 2 ,  M art insv, r:l, 1 4  . lun ( S B ) ;  24, Darmsladi, 1 9-20 J u n  ( S B ) ;  
1 9, Pa los, J 2 J u n  ( DFS) ;  1 9, Col 1 1 111bia I.\ ,  8 ,J un ( KA M ) ;  1 8, Royal Ion 
f.l, 1 4  J u n  ( R R);  1 7, P u laski I.I, 2 Jun ( VK);  1 5, Deer G rove, 2-3 J u l  
(SB) ;  1 4, !Jeaverdam fl ,  4 J u n  ( V K ): J 4, Duncan M i lls B ,  1 6  J u n  
(TL) ;  1 4, Camp Pt fl, 1 1  .J un  ( V K ) ;  1 3 , Ethel 's Weis, I .J un  - 5 J u l  
( S D ) ;  1 3 , St. Morgan ll, 1 2  J u n  ( K A M ) ;  1 3 , Be l knap r:l ,  3 J u n  ( V K ) ;  
1 2 , Knuxv., 1 5- 1 6  J u l  ( S ll ) . 

Downy Woodpecker 
MC: 23, Deer Grove, 3 .J u l  ( S B);  1 8, A nclover ( J-Je 1 1 1·y Co), 1 6- 1 7 .ful 
( SB ) ;  1 8 , t:the l ' s  Wds, I .J u n  - 2 ,J u l  ( S D ) ;  1 5 , K n oxv., I 5 - 1  <> .J u l  ( S B ) ;  
1 3 , c .  f:a11kukce, 2 8  .J u n  ( DFS);  1 1 , Lowd n M l r, 4 J u l  ( DFS) ;  1 1 , 
Palos, 1 2  J u n  ( D FS) ;  1 1 , Darmstadt, 1 9-20 J u n  ( S B ) ;  1 0, J l uegcly 
( Wash ington Co), 24-25 .Jun ( S B ) ;  8, Tlrn!cher Wds (Cook Co), 29 
Jun ( .IA) ;  8,  Breckenridge ( I  lancoek Co), 1 2  Jul ( RJ ) ;  8,  Marl i nsv. f.l, 
1 4  J un ( S B ) ;  7 ,  Pomona.  4 ,J u l  ( R R ) ;  6,  L Lou Yaeger ( M ontgomery 
Co), J 4  Jun ( RJ) ;  6, Brussels (Ca l h oun Co), 20 Jun ( R .1 ); (1, Van d a l i a  
( Fayette Co), 2 0  J u n  ( RJ) ;  4 (pr  & 2 y g ) ,  Spflcl, 5 J u n  ( R.I). 

Hairy Woodpecker 
MC: 8,  Lowd n M  I r, 4 Jul ( D FS) ;  (1, Andovc1· ( H enry Co), 1 6- 1 7  .J u l  
( S B ) ;  6,  Thatcher Weis ( Cook Co),  I I .J u n  ( . IA) :  4 ,  Pere M a rq . ,  20  J u n  
( KA M ). 

N orthern Fl icker 
M C :  26, l'cmbrnke fwp, 1 8  J u l  ( DFS);  9,  Goose L P1"., 27 .Jun & 2 
J u l  ( S IJ ) ;  9, J J enncp in  L, 1 8  .J u l  ( D FS) ;  <J, Knoxv. , 1 5 - 1 6  J u l  ( S l1 ) .  

Pileated Woodpecker 
MC: J O, Heron Pond- L i l l i e  tllack S lough Natur:1I A1·ca (Johnso n  
C o ) ,  I .J u n  ( V J(  c l  :1 1 . ) ;  8 ,  .lack rn11, 25 J u n  ( K A M ); 4, M i c lFk,  7 .l u n  
( I . L i i ); 4 ,  e . .lad.rnn. 3 0  J u n  ( R R )  Others :  Palos ( Swa l low C l i ffs 
F P), 1 3  .l u l  ( WS):  1 l ennepin L ( 2 ), 1 8  J u l  ( DFS). 

Olive sided Flycatcher 
N BSO: B rnsscls ( Ca l houn Co)  ("male s i nging 1·ro111 dc<id s 1wg a l  
edge o r  marsh"),  19  Jun ( R.I ). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Nesti ng:  Rock lei (ads  w/ lwo yg c lose lo llcclging) ,  3 Sep ( vc1·y late) 
( DW ); Kennckuk P ( nest), 8 .l u n  ( S B ) ;  Va l ley City ( P ike Co) ( 9  :1cl & 
3 fledgl ings), 3 J u l  ( RJ ) . MC: 27,  l'a los, 1 2  J u n  ( D l''S ) ;  20, f'omona, 
4 Jul ( R R) ;  1 8, Lowd n M l r, 4 .l u l  ( D FS) ;  1 8 , ;\ndovc1· ( H enry Co), 1 7  
. lu l ( S B);  1 8 , 11rcckcn ridgc ( 1-lancuck Co),  1 2  J u l  ( RJ ) ;  1 7 , K noxv., 
1 6  .J u l  ( S l3 ) ;  1 6  males, F1hcl 's  Wds, I J u n  - 2 . Ju l  ( S D  l'idc S B ) ;  1 4, 
l 'u laski  I.\, 2 J u n  ( V K ) ;  1 3 , Deer Gi'ovc, 2-3 J u l  ( S B);  1 1 , M m·1 insv. I.\ , 
1 4  J u n  ( S IJ ) ;  1 0, MJ\rb, I .l un  - J O  Aug ( MC ); J O, Sandy Creek 
( M<irshall Co), 6 Jun ( DFSJ; J O, Richview ( Washington Co), 24-25 
.lun ( S IJ J; l lJ ma les, Vanda l ia  ( Faycltc Co), 211 J u n  ( RJ ) ;  1 0, Roya l ton 
r.l , 14 Jun ( R R ) ;  9,  Canliagc ( Ha ncock Co) ,  20 .Ju l  I RJ ) :  9,  Pcl'c 
Mmq . .  20 J u n ( K A M ); '!, Brussels (Ca lhoun Cu) ,  20 J u n  ( JU ); 8, L 
Lou Yaeger ( M o n tgomery Co) ,  1 4  .J u n  ( RJ J : 7, Pc<irl C i ly 
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(Stephenson Co), 1 2- 1 3  Jun (SB) ;  6, Fu/tun, 22 Jul  ( RJ); 6,  
Co lumb ia 13, 8 Jun ( KAM) ;  6, Pr. Rocher, 19 Jun  (SB);  6, Huegely 
(Wash ington Co), 25 J u n  (SB);  6, Mi lford 13, 6 Jun (SB);  5, Harper
Rector, 20 Jun (TL); 5, SL Morgan 13, 1 2  Jun ( KAM);  5, Honey Creek 
Wds ( M acoup in  Co), 4 & 1 2  Jun (TL);  5,  Belknap ll, 3 Jun (VK) . 

Acadian Flycatcher 
Nesting: Kennekuk P ( nest), 7-8 
. Jun (SB); M i clFk ( nest w/ eggs), 5 
J u n  (SB) ;  L Lou Yaeger 
( Montgomery Co) (nest), 5 Jun 
(RJ) ;  Warbler Weis N Psv (Co les 
Co) (f1cldgling), 20 Jun ( LBH) ;  
Wi ldcat B luff N Psv (Johnson Co) 
(nest), 25 May (SB, S D). MC: 39 
( 3 3  males) ,  Darmstadt, 20 J u n  
( S B) ;  2 6 ,  Pomona, 4 J u l  (RR); 1 9  
( 1 5  males), Andover (Henry Co), 
1 6- 1 7  Jul (SB); 1 4 (9  males), P1� 
Rocher, 19 .Jun ( S B ) ; I l ( I O  males), 
Richv iew (Wash i ngton Co), 25  Jun 
(SB) ;  8, Fie ldon (Jersey Co), 2 Jun 
(RJ);  7 males, Knoxv., 1 5- 1 6  J u l  
( S B ) ;  7 ,  Vandal ia  ( f'aycttc Co), 2 0  
J u n  ( RJ); 6 males, Wmbler Weis 
NPsv (Coles Co), Jun/Jul (LBH); 4, 
H oney Creek Wds (M acoupin Co), 

Eastern Phoebe 
MC: 7, Jackson, 25 Jun ( KA M ) ;  (1, c. Jackson, 30 Jun ( RR);  3, 
Columbia ll, 8 J u n  (KAM); 3, SL. Morgan I.I, 1 2 Jun (KAM ) ; 3, 
Carl.C, 14 Jun ( D K). 

Great Crested Flycatcher 
MC: 1 7, Palos, 1 2  Jun (DFS); I 6, Bcavmfo m 13, 4 Jun (VK); l 5, 

Pulaski 13, 2 Jun (VK); 9,Thatcher 
Weis (Cook Co), 4 Jun (JA); 9, Deer 
Grove, 2-3 Ju l  (SB);  9, Galena (Jo 
Daviess Co), 1 0- 1 1 Jul (SB) ;  7 
singing males, Ethel's Weis, I Jun - 2 
Jul (SD) ;  7, Knoxv., 1 6  J u l  (SB);  7 
males, Val ley City ( Pi ke Co), 3 Jul 
(RJ) ;  7,  Darmstadt, 20 Ju11 (SB); 7, 
Huegely ( Washi ngton Co), 25 .J un  
(SB); 6, Spring L, 20 Jun (VK el a l . ) ;  
6 ,  Pearl City (Stephenson Co) ,  1 2 - 1 3  
J u n  (SB); 6, Andover (Henry Co), 1 7  
Jul (SB);  6, Berdan (Greene Co), 24 
Jun (RJ); 6, Pomona, 4 Jul (RR); 5 
males, MArb, I Jun-27 J u l  (MC); 5 ,  
Pr. Rocher, 1 9  Jun  (SB) ;  5, Martinsv. 
13, 1 4  Jun (SB); 5, Belknap ll, 3 Jun 
(VK). 

Western K i ngbird 
Nesting: ESLL  (ads w/ fledglings), 4 Jun (TL); 4, Pere Marq., 20 Jun 

( KA M ). Others :  Pearl C i ty 
(Stephenson Co) (2 males),  1 3  Jun 
(SB);  Lowd n M l r  ( 5 ), 2 1  Jun (DFS); 

Scissor-tailed Flycatche1'. 5 July 2003. Tovver Island 

Chute near Gmnd Tinve1; JacksonCounly. Photo hy 

1 2-27 Ju l  (DK, KAM, KB, photos). 

Eastern Ki ngbird 
Nesting: Chi (1-lumbo ldl P) (ad near 
nest), 1 2  J u l  (AA); MAl'b (nest), 2-
1 2  Jun (JC);  Valley City ( Pike Co) (9  

Ethel's Wds, ( 2  separate territo- Travis Mahan. 
ries?) l & 1 8  Jun (SD) ;  IBSP 
(male), 2 1  Jun ( EW);  Deer Grove, 3 Ju l  (SB) ;  Thatcher Wds (Cook 
Co), 1 1  Jun (JA); Sauk  Trai l  Wds FP  (Cook Co) (male), 23 Jun (AA); 
M idFk (4 males), 5 Ju 11 (SB) ;  Clay ( 3 ), I Jul (DFS); Chr istopher L 
( Frankl in Co) (3 males), 28 Jun ( LS ). 

Alder Flycatcher 
Zion ( Lake Co)  (male), 14  Jun (TM ct  a l . ) ;  I BSP ( ma le) , 2 1  Jun 
( EW). 

W i l low Flycatcher 
Nesti ng: B usse Wds (nest-bu i l d i ng & feed ing yg), 7 Jun & 2 Aug, 
resp. (AA) ; LCal (nesl w/ l egg), 1 8  Jun ( W M ) ;  ne. f-fa11cock (4 ad 
& fledgli ng), 1 7  Jul (RJ) ;  Farmersvi l l e  (Montgomery Co) (2 nests w/ 
eggs), 22 Jun (RJ) .  M C :  1 4  ( i nc l .  l 2 males),  LCa l ,  22 J un (WM);  9, 
L indenwood (Ogle  Co), l l J un (SB);  9, Herrick L, 22 Jun ( DFS); 8 
males, M i l ler Meadow (Cook Co), 7 Jun (JA); 6 ma les, Pa l at i 11c, 1 2  
J u n  (AA); 6 ( 5  males), Sauk Vi l lage FP  (Cook Co) , 23  J u n  (AA, 
KC);  5 (4 males), Ethel's Wds, I Jun  - 2 J u l  (SO);  5 (4 males) rn1d 4 
(3 males) (separate sites), 1-lo ffm n F:sl. ,  25 & 28 Jun,  resp. (AA); 4 
(3 males), Ti n ley Park (Cook Co), 22 Jun (AA); 4 males, Greene Vly, 
8 .J un - 27 Jul (MC);  4 males, Martinsv. 13, 1 4  Jun (SB) ;  4 (3 males), 
Frankl in G rove (Lee Co), 1 2  Jun (SB). Others: Galena (Jo Daviess 
Co) (2), 1 1  . Jul (SB) ;  Woosung (Lee Co) (2 males), 1 2  Jun (SB);  
Sclrnumburg (Cook Co--2 s i tes) (4 males) ,  8- 1 2  Jun (AA); Braidwd 
L (2 males), 1 3 - 1 4  .J u l  (AA); Cu l lom ( Livingston Co) (2 males) , 
Jun/Jul (SB);  Konkakee R SP ( Kankakee Co), Jun/Ju l  (EC); Watseka 
( Iroquois Co) (3 ) ,  4 Jun & I J u l  (SB) ;  Rossvi l le (Vermi l ion Co) (3) ,  
5 Jun (SB) ;  U rbana (Ch�1111p::iign Co) ,  Jun/Ju l  (EC); M iclFk, 7 Jun 
( EC); Coles, Jun/Jul (LBH) ; Fishhook WMA (Mou ltrie Co), 27 Jun 
(TM); .Jamestown 13,  2 J un ( D K); EStL, 1 2  Ju l  (DK);  Sauget M, 1 5  
Jun & 1 2  & :?.6 Ju l ( DK) ;  Carl .C, 1 4  & 29 Jun & 29 Jul (DK); 
Beaucoup 13, I Jun (DK);  Oakda le  (Wash ington Co) (2  males), 24 
Jun (SB). Low n umbers i n  southern I l l inois (KAM ). 

Least Flycatcher 
Palatine (male), 1 2  Jun (AA);  1-J offmn F:sl. (2 males-- I in  same 
locale as l ast year), 25 Jun (AA). 
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incl .  fledgling), 3 Ju l  ( R.I ) .  MC: 20, Pembroke Twp, 6 Ju l  (DFS); 20, 
Carl.C, 1 1  & 29 Jul  (DK); 17,  Marti nsv. 13, 1 4  Jun (SB) ;  13,  M i l ler  
M eadow (Cook Co) ,  12 Jun  (JA); 1 1 , Ogle, 12  Ju l  (OFS);  l I ,  Kel l  fl, 
1 5  Jun (SB);  1 0, Losl Mound, 2 1  J un ( V K  et al . ) ;  9 (see above): 9, 
Knox, 1 5  Jul  (SB): 8 (4 prs), Busse Wds, 7 Jun (AA); 8, LCal ,  22 Jun 
(WM);  8,  Col umbia 13, 8 Jun ( KAM) ;  8 ,  Beaucoup fl, 1 Jun ( DK); 8,  
Jamestown 13, 2 Jun (DK); 7, Bu rn l Pr. 13, 5 Jun (VK); 7, Royalton 13, 
14 Jun (RR). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
Nesting:  sw . .Jackson (2 ad & 2 yg), 1 3  Jul  ( D K, TM, photos) (see 
additional notes from spring report and Spring B i rd Count in 
Meadowlark Vol 1 2 , No. 4). 

Loggerhead Sh rike 
Nesting: L ighthouse Road (Ogle Co) (2 ad, 2 yg), 1 2  Jul ( DFS). 
Others: Losl Mound, 21 Jun (VK el al.) ;  Earlv i l l e  (La Salle Co) (pr), 
20 Aug ( DJS); Kel l  13 (5), 1 5  Jun (SB) ;  Col umbia fl (2) .  8 Jun 
(KAM); Prairie Ridge State Natur�1l Area ( Marion Co), I Ju l (DFS); 
Carl .C, 23 Jun (DK); Cli111on ( 1 -3 + 2 roadkills, 3 locations) ,  29 Jun 
- 29 Jul (DK); sw. Alexander, 27  Jul  (TM); Pulaski, 5 Ju l  ( D K) & (2), 
3 1  Jul  ( KAM).  

W h i te-eyed Vireo 
Nesting: Belknap (Johnson Co) (nest w/ 3 v i reo yg & I cowbird yg), 
17 . Jun (SB) :  ncstbu i lding, Pine H i l l s  Ecological Area (Union Co), 26 
May (SB, SD). M C :  27, Pomona, 4 Jul  (RR); 15 males, Pine Hi l l s  
(U n ion Co), Jun/Ju l (SB) ;  1 3  males, Ferne Clyffe S P  (Johnson Co), 
17 . Jun (SG) ;  l I, c . .Jackson, 30 Jun (RR); 6 males, D::innstadt, 20 Jun  
(SB) ;  6, Carl .C, 23 Jun (OK) ;  5 males, Palos (John J. Duffy FP), 2 1  
Jun (CT). Others: Plum Crk (male),  2 3  Jun (AA ); Thatcher Wds 
(Cook Co), l l Jun (JA) ; Braiclwd L (2 males), 1 4  Jun (AA) ;  West 
Branch FP (Du Page Co), 14 Jun ( UG);  Herrick L, 2 1  & 29 Jun 
( UG); Greene Vly (2 males), 1 5  Jun - 27 Jul (MC); Gehhard Wds SP 
(Grundy Co) ( male), 26 Jun (SB); SRock (mule), 14 Jun ( DJS); 
Andover (Henry Co) (male),  1 6  Ju l  (SB);  K110xv. (2  males), 15 J ul 
(SB) ;  Kickapoo SP (Verm i l ion Co), 1 2  Ju l  (EC) .  
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Bel l's Vi reo 
Nesting:  l'ratls W<1ync (pr w/ 2 fledg l ings), 1 9  Jul  ( LLS); M azon ia  
FWA ( 1mle & Jledgl i ng), 14  J u l (;\;\) ;  Pickaw<1y Twp (She lby Co) 
( nest w/ 4 eggs), 8 Ju l  ( R.1 ); f(cn nekuk P ( 11esl w/ I egg), 8 .f u n  ( S [3 ) .  
MC:  7 (4 males), Kennekuk P, 5 - 8  J u n  ( S 8); Ci, G reen R CA ( Lee 
Co), 6 Ju l  ( C M ); 4 ma les, M l. Plcasa n l  ( Union Co), J u n/J u l  ( S 8 ) ;  4 
(3 males), Pembroke Twp, 6 J ul ( DFS); 4, Cypress C1·k, I J u n  ( V K) :  
3 ma les, Sandy Creek ( Marshe l l  Co) ,  6 . lun ( DFS);  3 ,  EStL, 2h ,l u l  
(TM ). Others: Lost M ound, 2 1  J u n  ( V I( e l  a l . ) :  C h i  ( Eggc1· s Wds) 
( 111a le) ,  24 M ay - 29 Ju n ( W M ); Plum Crk ( m a le), 23 J u 11 ( AJ\); Palos 
(John J. Du ffy rP) (male) ,  14 Jun  (CT); M iclewin ( 111a lc), 1 5  Jun  
( DJS);  Pmtts Wayne, 14  Jun  ( U G) ;  M allh icsscn SI' ( La Sa l le  Co), 4 
Ju l  (CM); M i lan ( Rock Is land Co), 1 2  J u n  ( D FS); I l <1 rper-Reclor, 20 
Jun (TL); Danvers ( McLe<111 Co) (1rni le) ,  7 J u n  ( V K);  Watseka 
( I roquois Co), I J u l  ( S 8);  Oakwood (Vct'm i l i on  Co) ( 111ale), 1 0  Jun 
( S 8); Meadowbrook P (Cha111paign Co) (male),  Jun/Ju l  ( f�C); 
R ivcrbeml FP (Champaign Co) ( 111u le), J u n/Ju l  (EC); B c l l rose Far111 
( Logan Co), 1 7  Jun (TL); Sauget M (2) ,  1 5  J un ( D K) <111d (2) ,  3 I Ju l  
( KA M  et  a l . ) ;  Carl.C ( 1 -2) ,  I 4 . lun - 2 9  Ju l  ( DK);  Cypress Crk 
( Pulaski  Co) (2  males), 1 7  Ju n (S8) .  

Yellow-throated Vireo 
MC: 7 ma les, Knoxv., 1 5 - 1 6  J u l  (SB) ;  7 111alcs, Pr. Rocher, 1 9  Jun 
(SB) ;  6, Palos, Ju l  ( W S ); 4 111a les, Andover ( Henry Co) ,  1 6- 1 7  Ju l  
(SB) ;  4 males Deer G rove, 3 J u l  ( S B);  4,  B russels (Ca lhoun Co), 20  
Jun ( RJ); 3,  e .  Kankakee, 28 .l u n  ( D FS);  3 ,  Pere Marq., 20 Jun  
(KAM); 3 ,  Po111on<1, 4 Jul  ( RR) .  

Warbling Vireo 
MC: 1 9, Sandy Creek ( Marshal l Co), () J u n  ( DFS);  1 8, LCal, 22 Jun 
( W M ); 1 2, I-I L, 1 7  J u n  ( KA M ) ;  1 2 , Columbia fl, 8 Jun  (KJ\M) ;  I I ,  
Mal' l insv. fl, 1 4  Jun ( S B ) ;  1 1 , Pere Marq . ,  20 J u n  (KAM);  l 0 males, 
Busse Wds, 7 .Jun (AA);  I O. Royalton fl, 1 4  J u n  ( RR);  9 111a les, 
A rcola M ,  30 Jul (RJ) ;  9,  Beaverdam f.\ , 4 Jun (VK) ;  8 ( 7  ma les), St. 
Charles ( Kane Co), 29-30 M ay (SB) ;  8 males,  Palatine, 1 2  .Jun (AA);  
R (7 males), Goose L Pr., 27 Jun & 2 J u l  ( S B);  8,  Kel l  fl, 15  Jun  ( S B ); 
8, St. Morgan fl, 1 2  .J un ( K A M ); 8, Pulaski  fl, 2 J u n  ( V K); 7, Ut ica 
( La Sal le Co), 29 Jun ( DJS) ;  6, Spri ng L, 20 Jun (VK ct a l . ) ;  6, 
Duncan M i l l s  fl, l o  Jun (TL); 5 ,  M i l ler Meadow (Cook Co), 1 2  Jun 
(.IA); 5,  Gebhard Wds SP ( G rundy Co), 25-2() Jun  (SB);  5 (4  ma les), 
Rossvi l l e  (Verm i l ion Co), 5 Jun (SB) ;  5 ,  Carl .C, 2 9  Ju l ( D K); 5 ,  
Belknap fl, 3 Jun ( VK);  5 ,  Burnt Pr. fl,  5 .J un (VK).  

Red-eyed Vireo 
Nesti ng: Palos ( Lil l ie  Red School H ouse Nalurc Center) ( fami ly 
group of3),  1 9  J u l  ( W M ); M Arb (2 Jledgl i ngs), 5 J u l  ( MC). MC:  34, 
Palos, 1 2  Jun ( DFS); 26 (23 males), Andover ( Henry Co), 1 6- 1 7  J u l  
(SB) ;  23 ma les, Knoxv., l o  Ju l  (SB) ;  23 ,  Lowcln M l r, 2 1  Jun  (DFS et 
al .) ;  23 (22 imles), Deer G rove, 2-3 J u l  ( S B ) ;  2 1 ,  Pomona, 4 .Ju l  
( R R);  1 8, Thatcher W d s  (Cook Co), 4 Jun  (JA); 1 7  s i nging males, 
Ethel's Weis, I .J un - 2 Jul (SD); 1 5 , MS Pa l i sades, 2 1  Jun (VK cl a l . ) ;  
1 5  ( 1 2 males), Brusse ls  (Calhoun Co) ,  20 Jun ( R.I ) ;  1 4, Pere Marq. ,  
20 Jun ( K A M ); I I ,  Rockfd ( W i n nebago Co) ,  LJ- 1 0  J u l  (S8) ;  I I ,  
MArb, I Jun - I 0 Aug ( MC);  I 0 males, Pr. Rocher, 1 8- 1 9  J u n  ( S B ); 
l) (7 males), Fieldon (Jersey Co), 2 Jun  ( R.I ) ;  9, Honey Creek Wds 
( Macoup i n  Co), 1 2  Jun (TL); 8,  Pomona, 25  Jun ( KAM).  Others: 
B usse Wds (6 & 4 males) (two sites), 7 Jun & 20 Jul ,  resp. (AA). Few 
(sw. I l l i no is)  ( D K). 

Blue Jay 
MC:  30, Pembroke Twp,  6 J u l  ( DFS); 23 ,  Lowdn M l r, 1 2  . Jul ( D FS);  
20, Deer Grove, 3 Ju l  (SB) ;  1 9, L Lou Yaeger ( Montgomery Co),  1 4  
Jun ( R.1 ) ;  1 7, Belknap fl, 3 Jun (VK);  1 5 ,  Kel l  l.l ,  1 5  Jun (S8);  1 4, 
Camp Pt l.l, 1 1  Jun  ( V K) ;  1 4, St .  Morgan l.l, 1 2  Jun  ( KAM);  1 4, c .  
.!ad.1·011, 30 .J un  ( R R);  13  ( incl  Jlcdg l i ng), Brcekenriclge ( I  l ancoek 
Co), 1 2  J u l  ( R.I ) ;  1 3 , Royalton f.\, 14 J u n  (RR) ; 1 1 ,  Woosung ( Lee 
Co), I 2 .Jun (SB); I I ,  Marli nsv. fl, 14 Jun (SB) ;  l l , Val ley C i ly ( Pi ke 
Co), 3 Ju l  ( R.I) ;  1 1 , Col u111b i i1 f.\, 8 .J u n  ( K AM);  1 1 , Pomon<1, 4 .J u l  
( R R):  1 0, Duncan M i l l s  ll, 1 6  J u n  ( T L ) ;  9,  Brn idwd L ,  1 4  Ju l  ( A A ) ;  
9,  K i ngston (Adarns Co), 4 .J u l  ( RJ) ;  l!, Vanda l i a  ( Fayette C o ) ,  20 Jun  
( RJ); 8, Pu lask i  fl, 2 J u n  (VK) ;  8,  Burnt Pr. f.\, 5 J u n  (VK). Seen and 
heard frequently al  LCa l during J un/J u l  ( W M ). 

Volume 13, Number 1 · 

A merican C row 
Nesting: Ch i ( Douglas I') ( nest/yg), 1 8  Ap1· - 24 M ay (;\/\) ;  C i 1«111l P 
(a t  l east 3 success f'u l ncsls), lalc M ay - cal 'iy Jun ( D FS);  Horner 
(Champaign Co) ( 3  fo111 i ly grnups), Apr - Jun  ( ./OS) . MC: hlJ, 
Cml .C, 1 4  Jun ( D K);  4 1 ,  Ogl..:, 4 Ju l ( DFS);  36, M i lford 13, 6 J u n  
( S 8);  3 4 ,  M arlinsv. f.\ , 1 4 .l u n  ( S B);  30,  Kel l f.l, 1 5  .J un ( S 8 ) ; 3 0 ,  ESLL,  
1 5  Jun ( D I() ;  26, Pulaski  fl, 2 Ju n ( V K); 2 1 ,  Belknap fl, 3 .J un  ( V K ); 
2 1 ,  8cavnda111 fl, 4 J u n  ( V K) ;  2 1 1 ,  Duncan M i l l s  R, 1 6  Jun  (TL);  1 4, 
Sti l lwe l l  l.l, 1 2  .lun  ( V K); 1 6 , J>omona, 4 J u l  ( R R); 1 4, Columbia  f.\, 8 
Jun ( K A M ) ;  1 2, St. Mo1-g<111 L\, 1 2  J un ( KJ\ M  ); I I ,  c . .luck.w111,  30 Jun 
( RR ) ;  8, Fieldon (Jersey Co), 2 Jun ( R.I ); 6, Tha lchcr Wds (Cook Co), 
I I & 29 J u n ( .IA). N otes: Sti l l  very scrn·ce i n  LCal rn·ea ( W M )  and 
"numbers way clown, espec ia l ly  n.w. and n. o f  C h i iicrows were 
e 1 1counterecl only 7 t i mes in 39 su rveys/outings duri ng the su 111 111cr." 
(AA). 

Fish C row 
MC:  20, .lack.1011, 20 .J u l  ( K A M ). Others: Darmsladl ( 3 ), 1 9-21 1 .l un 
( S B ) ;  EStL, 27 Jul ( DK); St. Morgan fl, 1 2  Jun ( KA M ) ;  Royalton fl 
(3) ,  I 4 Ju n (RR). 

H orned Lark 

MC: 97, M i l ford fl ,  (1 .J un ( S 8); 83,  Jamestown fl, 2 Jun ( DK);  63, 
Beaucoup fl, l Jun ( D K) ;  55 ,  Mart i nsv, fl, 14 Jun ( S B ) ;  4 1 ,  Col u 111 b ia 
fl, 8 Jun  ( KJ\ M ); 40, Carl .( ' ,  2 1  .J u l  ( D K); 34, Kel l  IJ, 1 5  J u n  ( S B ). 

P u rple Martin 
Nesting: Wauk ( 1 9  ad sti l l  u t i l i z i ng nest box), 6 Aug (JS); C B(i (4 
nest ing prs), 10 M ay - I .J u l  (AA);  South Shore Cu l lural Cc11lcr 
( Cook Co) (72 nest l i ngs), 23 Jul (CAM). MC: I 00, Pere M arq . ,  26 
Jul  ( K A M  ct a l . ) ;  80, Crn-1 .C, I I J u l  ( DK) .  

Tree Swallow 
Nesting: Homer (Champaign Co) ( 1 59 nest boxes = 3 8 1  eggs, 275 
hatc h l i ngs & 24 1 fledgl i ngs), Apr - J ul (JOS).  MC:  500, Carl .C, 29 
. lu l  ( D K);  I 00, Rom/, 20 J u l  (KAM, DK). Others:  Ti n l ey Park (Cook 
Co) (27 b i rds, inc l .  yg), 22 Jun (AA, CN, K M ); Hoffmn [sl .  (49 i n c l .  
yg--two s i lcs), 28 J u n  ( A A ,  K C ) ;  Goose L Pr. ( 3 1 ) ,  26-27 Jun  ( S 8 ). 

N orthern Rough-winged Swallow 
Nesting: Whi te P ines S P  (Ogle Co) (30 ad & Jleclgl i ngs using nest 
holes in steep bank), 3 J\ug ( S B ) ;  Rarnsey L SP ( Fayelle Co) (20 prs 
bu i ld ing in p ipes be low darn), 20 Apr ( R.I). MC: 43, Sandy Creek 
( Marshal l Co), 6 Jun ( DFS); 30, M icl Fk,  7 Jun  ( LLI  I ); 30, [S!L, 1 5  
Jun ( D K); 1 6, W i l 111 i 11gto11 ( W i l l  Co), 1 3  J u l  ( AA); I 0 ,  B usse Wds, 7 
Jun (AA);  I 0, Carl .C, 29 J u l  ( D K).  Poor nurnbcrs i n  soulhcrn l l l i nois  
( KA M ) .  

B a n k  Swallow 
Nesting: Rockfd ( 1 5-37 active holes), J un/J u l  ( DW); N orlhwcslcrn 
U n iversity ( Cook Co) (s 111a l l  colony), 1 4  J u n  ( U G ); LCiil (20 ho les), 
22 Jun ( W M ) ;  Morris (Grnndy Co) ( 1 55 nest holes in large sand 
pi les), 26 Jun (SB) ;  Troy Grove ( La Salle Co) ( 1 32 holes & yg ready 
lo !ledge), 1 9  J u l  (CM) ;  Dal las Ci ty ( H enderson Co) ( Parl A: 400 
holes, 95 b i rds banclecl), and ( Pa l' l  8: 1 00 holes), 1 2  Jun  ( V K) ;  
M i d Fk (200 holes), 7 Jun ( L L l-I ) ;  3-400 ho les  ( 111 i 11 i 111 um 300 b i rds), 
Pr. Rocher, 1 8  June ( S B ). MC: I 90, LC al,  1 3  Jul (W M);  50, Carl .C', 
26 Ju l  ( K A M ,  DK et a l . ) ; 40, M Twai n ,  27 J u l  ( KA M) ,  

Cliff Swallow 
Nesting: Slone Bridge Road (Ogle Co) (o  nests), 4 Jul ( D FS);  F lagg 
Road (Ogle  Co) ( 1 2  nests), I 2 J u l  ( DFS);  Carpenters v i l le ( K<111e Co) 
(26 nests under a bridge), Jun (fide R M ) ;  Wauk ( Winthrop Hi1 1·bor) 
(2 1 nests), 2 1  J u n  ( EW);  Skokie Lagoons (Cook Co) (24+ b i rds at 
nest ing site), 3 1  May (AA);  B usse Wds (3 nests), 7 Jun  (AA):  
Wil 111etlc (Cook Co) ( 6  nests), 8 Jun ( EW);  Chi (Jackson P Yacht 
C l u b) ( 8  nests), 8 Jul (CAM );  Dresden Nuc lear P lant bridge (Cirundy 
Co) (20 nesls), 7 J u n  ( D FS);  c. f:ur1kakee (20+ nests), 4 J u l  ( D rS);  
L% s Grove ( Rrn1dolph Co) ( 1 1 0 ncsls) ,  1 8  Jun  ( S B ); Chester· 
( Ra ndolph Co) (225 nests), I 8 Jun (S8) ;  St .  Mary's R bridge 
( Ra ndolph Co) (75 nesls), r n  J u n  (SB) ;  Gorha111 (Jackson Co) ( 1 75 
nests), 1 8  J u n  ( S B ) .  MC: 400, Carl .C, 29 J u l  ( DK) ;  1 25+, Levee 
Road ( M onroe Co), 2 J u n  (JZ);  1 20, Funks G rove ( M c Lean Co), 7 
Jun ( V K) .  Others: Nason (Jefferson Co) (50+ p t') ,  J un/J u l  ( S B ) ; 
Pomona (22) ,  4 Ju l  ( RR);  
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Barn Swallow 
Nesting: CBG (ad feeding fledgling), 6 Sep (AA); Chi  (Garfield P) 
(9 nests), 1 1  Jul (AA); Chi (Humboldt P) (7 nests), 1 2  Ju l  (AA). MC: 
90, Hennepin L, 18 Jul  (DFS);  80, Carl.C, 29 Jul  (DK);  78, Sheffield 
!l, 24 Jun (DFS); 46, Columbia 13, 8 Jun (KAM) ;  44, Ogle, 1 2  Ju l  
(DFS); 40,  Beaverdam 13, 4 Jun (VK); 38 ,  Fairbury !l, 1 9  Jun (VK); 
32, Belknap 13, 3 Jun (VK); 30, Beaucoup !l, 1 Jun (DK); 30, 
Jamestown !l, 2 Jun (DK); 30, EStL, 15 Jun (DK); 27, St i l lwell 13, 1 2  
Jun (VK); 25, Royalton 13, 1 4  Jun (RR);  24, Herrick L, 22 Jun (DFS). 

Caroli n a  Chickadee 
MC: 2 1 ,  Pomona, 4 Jul (RR); 1 6, Darmstadt, 1 9-20 Jun (SB); 1 4, 
Royalton !l, 1 4  Jun (RR); 12 ,  c. Jackson, 30 Jun (RR); 1 1 , Columbia 
!l, 8 Jun (KAM); 1 1 , St. M organ 13, 12 Jun (KAM); 10,  Huegely 
(Washington Co), 24- 25 Jun (SB);  8,  Pr. Rocher, 1 8- 1 9  Jun (SB); 6, 
Carl.C, 18 Jul (DK). 

Black-capped C hickadee 
N esting: nest w/6 eggs, 1 8  May, predated by I June, Ethel 's Wds FP 
(Lake Co), (SB, SD). MC: 2 1 ,  Deer Grove, 2-3 Jul (SB); 20, 
Andover (Henry Co), 1 7  Jul (SB); 20, Breckenridge (Hancock Co), 
1 2  Jul (RJ);  1 2, Knoxv., 1 5  J u l  (SB); 9 (incl. yg), 1-loffmn Est., 25 Jun 
(AA); 9, Brussels (Calhoun Co), 20 Jun (RJ); 8,  LowdnMlr, 22 Jun 
(VK ct al.); 7,  Carthage (Hancock Co), 20 Jul (RJ) ;  7,  Pere Marq., 20 
Jun ( KAM); 7 L Lou Yaeger (Montgomery Co), 14 Jun (RJ) .  N ote: 
"Numbers still down in Des Plainesiiand in area in general; encoun
tered on only 1 1  of 39 survey trips/stops." (AA). 

Tufted Titmouse 
Nesting: Plum Crk (pr w/ 2 fledglings), 23 Jun (AA). MC: 40, 
Beaverdam I.\, 4 Jun (VK); 29, Pomona, 4 Jul (RR); 24, Pulaski 13, 2 
Jun (VK); 23 ,  Darmstadt, 1 9-20 Jun (SB);  22, Brussels (Calhoun 
Co), 20 Jun ( RJ) ;  22, Royalton !l, 14 Jun (RR); 2 1 ,  c. Jackson, 30 Jun 
(RR); 20, Belknap !l, 3 Jun (VK); 1 9, Richview (Washington Co), 25 
Jun (SB);  1 7 , Kell fl, 15 Jun (SB); 1 6, Martinsv. I.\, 1 4  Jun (SB). 
Others: Pearl City (Stephenson Co) (7), 1 2 - 1 3  Jun (SB); Deer Grove 
(2), 2-3 Jul (SB); Palos (McClaughry Springs FP) (3 terri tories), 1 4  
Jun (EW); Knoxv. (7), 1 5- 1 6  Jul (SB); Kankakee (several), 1 5  Jun 
(UG). 

White-breasted N uthatch 
MC: 1 8, Deer Grove, 3 Jul (SB); 18, Andover (Henry Co), 1 6- 1 7  Jul 
(SB); 1 6, Knoxv., 1 5 - 1 6  Ju l (SB); 1 4, Brusse ls  (Calhoun Co), 20 Jun 
(RJ); 1 3 , Huegely (Washington Co), 24-25 Jun (SB); 1 2 , Pr. Rocher, 
1 8- 1 9  Jun (SB); 1 1 , Darmstadt, 1 9-20 Jun (SB); 9 (incl fledgling), 
Avon (Fulton Co), 22 Jul (RJ); 9, Breckenridge ( H ancock Co), 1 2  Ju l  
(RJ) ;  8 ,  LowdnMlr, 4 Ju l  (DFS) ;  8, Carthage (Hancock Co), 20 Jul 
(RJ);  7,  Kingston (Adams Co), 4 Jul ( RJ) ;  7,  Pere Marq., 20 Jun 
(KAM); 7, Pomona, 4 Jul (RR). 

Brown Creeper 
Nesting: Lowdn M l r  (3, i ncl. pr carrying food to nest), 4 Jul (DFS). 
Others: Palos (Redgate Weis) (male), 20 Jun (DFS); Deer Pond 
(Union Co) (male), Jun/Jul (SB) .  

Carolina Wren 
N esting: Morris (Grundy Co) (pr w/ 2 n edgli ngs), 7 Jun (DFS); 
Homer (Champaign Co) (brood), Apr - Jun (JOS). MC: 27, 
Beaverdam !l, 4 Jun (VK); 1 9 , Pulaski !l, 2 Jun (VK); 1 3 ,  Burnt Pr. 
13, 5 Jun (VK); 1 2, Royalton I.\, 1 4  Jun (RR); 1 2 , Pomona, 4 Ju l (RR); 
1 1 ,  Columbia fl, 9 (7 m ales), Darmstadt, 19-20 Jun (SB); 8 Jun 
(KAM); 1 1 , c. Jackson , 30 Jun (RR);  8 ,  St .  Morgan !l, 1 2  Jun 
(KAM); 8, Belknap !l, 3 Jun (VK); 7 males, Carthage (Hancock Co), 
20 Jul (RJ). Others: Tyler Creek FP (Kane Co) (male), 30 M ay (SB); 
Grant P (male), 15 Jul (DFS); Chi (Rainbow Beach) (male), 25 Jul 
(DFS); Palos (Swallow Cliffs FP) (male), 1 8  Jul  (WM); Braidwd L 
( imm),  1 4  Jul (AA); Minooka (Grundy Co) (male), Jun/Jul (SB); 
Andover (H enry Co) (2 males), 1 7  Jul (SB). 

House Wren 
N esting: Andover (Henry Co) (2 fledgl i ngs), 1 6- 1 7  Jul (SB);  
Braidwd L ( pr w/ yg), 14 Jul (AA); M azon ia  FWA (fa m i ly of 5),  14 
Jul  (AA); Homer (Champaign Co) ( 1 59 boxes = 62 eggs, 50 hatch
lings, 46 fledglings), M ay - J u l  (JOS). MC: 58 (53 males), Andover 
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(Henry Co), 1 6- 1 7  Jul (SB); 35 ,  e. Kankakee, 28 Jun (DFS); 26, 
Sheffield !l, 24 Jun ( D FS); 25, Sandy Creek (M arshall Co), 6 Jun 
(DFS); 17 males, Pearl City (Stephenson Co), 1 2- 1 3  Jun (SB); 1 5  
males, Milford !l ,  6 J u n  (SB);  1 4, St. M organ 13 ,  1 2  J u n  (KAM); 1 3  
males, Cameron (Warren Co), 2 3  Jul (RJ); 1 2, Bcllrose Farm (Logan 
Co), 1 7  Jun (TL); 1 0, Duncan M i l ls 13, 1 6  Jun (TL); 1 0  m ales, 
Woosung (Lee Co), 1 2  Jun (SB); 10 males, Spfld, 4 Jun (RJ); 1 0, 
Jamestown 13, 2 Jun (DK); 8 males, Busse Weis, 7 Jun (AA). 

Sedge Wren 
MC: 10 males, Watseka (Iroquois Co), through I Jul (SB); 1 0, 
Carl .C, 26 & 29 Ju l  (DK); 7 (6 males), ne. Hancock, 1 7  Jul (RJ). 
Others: Lindenwood (Ogle Co) (2 males), l l Jun (SB); IBSP (2 
males), 21 Jun (EW); Busse Weis (male), 7 Jun (AA); Matteson 
(Cook Co) (3 males), 22 Jun (AA); Plum Crk (3--2 males), 23 Jun 
(AA, KC); Mil ler Meadow (Cook Co) (2), 1 6  Jun (JA); Goose L Pr. 
(4), 2 Jul (SB), and (3), 19 Jul (TM); LChau (4 males), through late 
Aug (SB); Bellrose Farm (Logan Co) (3),  17 Jun (TL); Douglas-Hart 
Nature Center (Coles Co), 30 Jul (fide LBH) & 9 Aug (LBH). 

Marsh Wren 
Nesting: H inckley (De Kalb Co) (ad w/ 4 fledglings), 9 Jul (SB); 
Rollins Savanna FP (Lake Co) ( I  active & 4-5 dummy nests), J un/Jul 
(S B). MC: 22 males, LCal, 22 Jun (WM); 15 males, Goose L Pr., 2 
Jul (SB); 1 0, Garden Pr. Sl . ,  l Jun ( M R) ;  7, Denny Road Pond (Kane 
Co), 22 Jun (DFS); 5 ,  Palos, 12 Jun (DFS); 4, Herrick L, 29 Jun 
( DW). Others: Schaumburg (Cook Co) (2 males), 25 Jun - 20 Jul 
(AA); Hoffmn Est. (5 rnales--2 si tes), 28 Jun (AA); Herrick L (2), 29 
Jun (UG); Pratts Wayne (several) ,  1 4  Jun & 4 Jul (UG); Goose L Pr. 
(4 males), 1 4  Jul (AA); Hennepin L, 1 9  Jul  (TM);  Arcola M (3 
males), 30 Jul (RJ). 

Golden-crowned K i nglet 
Nesting: MArb (possibly nesting), 15 May (EW) and (confirmed 
nesting) (2 ad feeding yg), 2 1 -22 Jun (EES, DFS). 

Blue-gray G natcatcher 
Nesting: Rockfd (pr w/ 2 fledgl i ngs), 9 Jul (SB); Evanston (Cook 
Co) (nest-bui lding-- ! st ever local attempt), 20 M ay (later aban
doned) (EW); LCal (WolfL) (ad & 3 fledglings), 9 Jul (CAM); Palos 
( Little Red School House Nature Center) (ads w/ yg cowbird), 19 Ju l  
(WM el a l ) ;  Wil low Springs (Cook Co) (pr w/ 2 fledglings), 24 Jun 
(AA); J & M Canal (La Salle Co) (nest-building), 4 Jul (CM); Busey 
Weis (Champaign Co) (fledglings), 4 Aug ( EC); Ramsey L SP 
(Fayette Co) (8  prs bui lding nests), 19 Apr (RJ);  Wildcat Bluff N Psv 
(Johnson Co) (nest), 24 May (SB, SD). MC: 25, Palos, 12 Jun 
(DFS); 2 1 ,  Pomona, 4 Jul (RR); 1 8 , c. Jackson, 30 Jun (RR);  14 ,  
Darmstadt, 1 9-20 Jun (SB) ;  1 3 , Jackson, 25 Jun (KAM); 1 2 , 
Andover (Henry Co), 1 7  Jul (SB);  l 2, Deer Grove, 2-3 Jul (SB);  1 2, 
Herrick L, 22 Jun (DFS); 1 2 , Knoxv., 1 6  Ju l  (SB); 1 1 , Pere Marq., 20 
Jun (KAM); 1 0, Ferne Clyffe SP (Johnson Co), 1 7  Jun (SB); 1 0, 
R ichview (Washington Co), 24-25 .Jun (SB); 9, Pr. Rocher, 1 8- 1 9  
Jun (SB); 8, Gebhard Wds SP (Grundy Co), 25-26 Jun (SB); 8, Pearl 
City (Stephenson Co), 1 2- 1 3  Jun (SB); 6, l & M Canal (La Salle Co), 
4 Ju l  (CM); 6, Fieldon (Jersey Co), 2 Jun (RJ); 5,  Hoff111n Est., 25 
Jun (AA); 5, Col umbia !l, 8 Jun (KAM); 4 males, Plum Crk, 23 Jun 
(AA); 4, Spfld, 27 Jun (RJ) .  Others: Thatcher Wds (Cook Co) (3),  4 
Jun (JA); Waterfa l l  Glen FP ( Du Page Co) (3), 8 Jun and (others), 1 6  
& l 9 Jul (UG). 

Eastern Bluebird 
Nesting: MArb (26 fledged from nest boxes), thru 27 Jul (MC); 
Horner (Champaign Co) ( 1 59 boxes = 340 eggs, 237 hatchl ings, 1 97 
fledgl ings), Apr - Jul (JOS). MC: 38 (incl. fledgl i ngs), Marion, l Jul 
( DFS); 33, Knoxv., 1 5- 1 6  Jul (SB); 2 1 ,  Beaverdam 13, 4 .Jun (VK); 20, 
Jackson, 20 Jun (KAM); 1 6, Ogle, 1 2  Jul (DFS). 

Veery 
Nesting: LowdnMlr (25 ad, l fledgling & nest w/ 3 yg), 4 Jul (DFS). 
Others: Rock Cut SP (Winnebago Co) (2), 23 Jun (DW); !BSP (5 
territories), 2 l Jun ( EW); Deer Grove (7 incl. 5 males), 2-3 Jul (SB); 
Palos (Swallow Cl iffs FP) (5), 12 Jun (DFS). 

Meadowlark 



Wood T h ru s h  
Nesting: l{ock Cut S P  ( W i 1111d1ago Co) ( ad & 2 yg) ,  2 3  .l u11  ( l )W);  
Ethel's Wds ( nest w i t h  I cowb i rd & 4 thrush eggs), I J u n ( S il. S D ) .  
M C :  1 6  ( 1 3  males), Deer C l rovc, 2-3 Ju l  ( S 8 ); 1 5 , l,owdn M lr, 4 .Ju l  
( D c'S) ;  1 3 , Palos, 20 .J un ( IJ l 'S ) ;  8 ( 7  males) .  Pr. Rocher, J X- 1 9  Jun 
( S R ) ;  8 ,  c . ./ack.1 011, 3 0  J u n  ( RR);  7. Sandy C1·eck ( M arsh<i l l  Co ), h 
.lu11 ( IJFS) :  7 ( territories), l'a los, 1 4  J un ( E W ) ;  7 (5 1rn les), H ucgcly 
( Wash ington Co), 25 J u n  ( S l3 ) ; 6 1rn lcs, Pead C i ty ( S tephenson Co),  
12  ,l un ( S B ) :  5.  Ethel 's  Wds, 2 .lun - I Ju l  ( S D) ;  5 ,  13russcls (Calhoun 

Co),  20 .lun ( R.I ) ;  5 ,  Pomon<1, 4 Jul  ( R R ). Others :  Busse W ds ( 111a lc ) ,  
7 J u n  (AAJ ;  Pa los  ( Bergman S l ough ff') (male) ,  24 .l un  ( AA ); 
Andover ( Henry Co) (3 ), 1 6- 1 7  J u l ( S B ). 

American Robin 
MC: 3 1 0, Ja mestown IJ ,  2 Jun  ( D K ) ;  I I 8.  S heffie ld fl, 24 Jun ( DFS) ;  
1 09 . Pontiac ll. 20 .J u n  ( V K ); 98,  Pembroke Twp,  6 Ju l  ( IJFS):  1 00, 
Mar l i nsv. l.l, 1 4  Jun ( S l3 ) :  90, Royal ton Ll, 1 4 Jun ( R R ); 88, Sti l lwe l l  
ll, 1 2  Jun  ( V K J; 86, M i lford 13. 6 .l un  ( S B ); 85, S t .  M organ fl ,  1 2  Jun 
( K AM ); 84. Waynesv. 13. 7 Jun ( V K); 80. fa i rbury fl, 1 9  Jun ( V K ) ;  
7 7 ,  Ke l l fl ,  1 5 Jun  ( S B ); 74, Beaucoup ll, 1 Jun ( D K) ;  67, Burnt Pr, 
ll, 5 J u n  ( VK): 52 .  Camp Pt 13, I I Jun ( V K ) ;  50, Montgomery, 22 J u n  
( RJ) ;  4 7 ,  Col umbia ll ,  8 Jun ( K A M ) ;  43,  Du ncan M i l l s  I.\, I 6 J un 
(TL); 43. Be l knap fl, 3 Jun (VK). 

C ray Catbird 
Nesting: Chi ( Rainbow 8cach) (2 just tlcdgccl ), 25 J u l  ( D FS);  
Knoxv. (ad w/ yg),  I 5 . Ju l  (SB);  A rco l a M (pr & 2 recent neclgl ings), 
30 Jul (lU). MC: 23 ( 1 8  males), Plum Crk, 23 Jun (AA, JP); 23, 
Sanely Creek ( Marsha l l Co), 6 Jun ( D FS) ;  22, Herrick L, 22 J u n  
( D FS);  22 ( I  7 males), H offmn Es! . ,  25 Jun  ( A A ) ;  2 I ( incl . I 7 ma l es) ,  
LCal, 22 .Jun (WM);  20, Ogle, 2 1  Jun ( DFS);  20,  Pa l os (John . I .  D uffy 
FP), 2 1  Jun (CT): 1 8  ( 1 0  males).  B ra idwd L, 1 4 J u l  (AA);  1 6 , 
Pembroke Twp, 6 Ju l  ( DFS);  1 3 , K noxv., 1 5- 1 6 J u l  (SB);  1 2, Anclovcr 
(Henry Co), I 6- 1 7  Jul  ( S B ); I 0, M S  Pa l i sades , 2 I J u n  ( V K  ct a l . ) ;  
1 0, Lowcln M l r, 22 Jun ( V K  et  al . ) ;  9 ( 7  males) ,  Pearl C i ty  
( S tephenson Co) ,  1 2- 1 3  Jun ( S B ) ;  9, M i l l er Meadow (Cook Co) ,  1 6  
Jun (JA). 

Northern Mockingbird 
Nesting: Braidwd L ( nedg l i ng) ,  1 4  Jul ( A A ) .  MC: 27, St. M organ fl, 
12 Jun (KAM); 22,  Co l umbia 13, 8 J un ( K A M ); 1 6, Royalton 13, 1 4  

Jun (RR); 1 4, Kell  fl, 1 5  J un (SB);  1 3 ,  Pembroke Twp, 6 J u l  ( D I'S); 
1 I ,  Beaucoup fl, I Jun (OK) ;  I 0, c . .lack.1·011,  30 Jun ( R R); 8 ,  Val ley 
City ( P ike Co), 3 Ju l (RJ ) ;  6, Car l .C, 1 1  Jul (DK) ;  J O, Jackson, 22 
Jun ( KAM ), Others: Lost Mound (2), 2 1  Jun (VK el a l . ) ;  Woodland 
( I roquois Co), 4 Jun ( SB ) .  

Brown Th rasher 
MC: 1 8, Marlinsv. fl, 1 4 Jun (SB);  1 2 , Sanely Creek ( Mmshal l Co),  
6 J un ( D F S ) ;  8 ,  Pembroke Twr, 6 Ju l  ( D FS ) ;  7, Royal lon 13, 1 4 Jun 
( R R); 7 (5  males ) , Pearl C i ty (S tephenson Co),  1 2- 1 3  Jun  (SB);  7, 
Kel l  13, 1 5  J u n  (SB);  6, Columbia fl. 8 Jun ( KAM ) ; 4, H L, 1 7  Jun  
( K A M ); 4, Carl .C, 29 Jun  ( D K ) .  

E u ropean Starling 
M C :  1 500 to 7000 ( i n  roost w/ grack les), Des Pla i nes (Cook Co), I I 
& I 9 Jul ,  resp. (AA); 380, Sheffield fl. 24 Jun ( DFS); 350, Hennepin 
L, 1 8  J u l  ( DF S) ;  1 68,  Royalton fl, 1 4  J u n  (RR) ;  1 5 8 , fomestown 13, 2 
J un ( DK);  1 4 1 ,  Pontiac ll, 20 Jun (VK) ;  1 3 l ,  c . .Jockso11, 30 Jun ( R R) ;  
J 2 9 ,  Beaucoup fl, I J un (DK);  1 08 , M i lford 13, 6 J u n  ( S B ) ;  1 00, C:S!L, 
1 5  Jun ( D K ). 

Cedar Waxwi n g  
N esting: Country C l u b  l-l i l l s  ( nest-bu i l d ing) ,  22 J u n  ( A A ) ;  
Westchester ( Du Page C o )  ( y g  i n  nest),  2 1 -2 6  Jul  ( DFS);  Gebhard 
Wds SP (Grundy Co) ( pr w/ 3 recent neclg l i ngs), 26 Jun ( S B ) ;  Forest 
Glen Preserve (Verm i l ion Co) (2 nests), 7 J u n  ( ride S B ) ;  W inchester 
(Scott Co) (ad i ncubat ing), 1 8  Jun ( RJ ). MC: 50, 30 & I 5 ,  Carl .C, I 
& 1 4  .l u 11 & 1 1  Ju l ,  resp. ( D K) ;  42 , Oru11dv, 7 Jun ( D FS ) ;  40, Ogle, 
2 1  Jun  (DFS ct a l . ) ;  3 1 .  Ke l l Ll, 1 5  J u n  ( S B ) ;  24, Herrick L, 22 .l un 
( DFS); 22, B ig R Slate Forest (Henderson Co), 1 3  J u n  ( D FS); 2 1 ,  
Goose L Pr., 26- 27 J un ( S B ) ;  20, Marlinsv. fl, 1 4  J un ( S B ) ;  1 8, 
Rossv i l le ( Verm i l ion Co), 5 J u n  ( S B ) ;  I 8, 1-loffinn Es! . ,  25 J u n  (AA); 
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I (1, St . Chai lcs ( l(anc Co) .  30 M ay ( S ll ) :  I b, M i d lo th ian Wds F l' 
( Cook Co) ,  1 3  Ju l ( ;\ /\ ) ; 1 4, F1·ank l i n  G rove ( Lee Co),  1 1  Jun ( S ri ) :  
1 4, C o l u m b i a  I.\, 8 J u n (Ki\ M ). Seem l o  he  11es L i ng "cvc1·ywhc 1·c" i n  
Palos ( W S  l and other Cook locati<>ns ( A A )  a n d  reg ul arly encou n
tered throughout lhc slate ( S B ). 

Blue-wi nged Warbler 
N esting: l';i los ( Sw<i l low c.:l i l'I\ FPJ  ( ll cdgl i ng), 1 3  Jun ( W S ) . 
Others: Lowdn M lr ( 5 ), 2 1  Jun  ( IJFS cl al . ) ;  P l u m  Crk (male ) ,  23 J u n  
( AA ,  .I P);  1-lo lTmn Est. ( male), 25 Jun  ( A A ); Pa los ( Swal low ( ' J iffs 
f-" I' ) (4--pr & 2 males),  1 2  J u n  ( IJl·S) ;  1 lerr ick L (2), 29 J u n  (DW):  
W<1tcrfa l l  Glen  F P  ( Du Page Co), 8 . Jun ( UG ) :  Thorn C1-cck F P  ( W i l l  
C o )  ( 3  males), 3 0  J u n  ( S B ) ;  Grccnc V ly ( 1rnlc) ,  1 5  J u n  ( M C ) :  
Harper-Rector, 2 0  J u n  < TL); M idFk ( 3  males), 6 J u n  ( S B )  and 
( ma le ) ,  7 J u n  ( r:C) & 8 Jun ( L LI I ) ;  Kcnnekuk P (3 males),  5 J un 
( S B);  fores! G lc11 l'rcscrw ( Vermi l ion Co) (3 males) ,  5-7 J un ( S B  el 
a l . ) . 

"Brewster's Warbler'' 
Male ( s i 11g i ng B l u e-winged Warbler  song), M i l lburn ( Lake Co), 
Jun (SB,  S D) .  

Northern Pa rula 
M C :  1 7, Pomona, 4 Jul  ( R R ); 8 males, La Rue Swamp ( U n ion Co), 
Jun/Jul ( S B ) ;  7 males, Ferne ClyfTe SP (Joh nson Col, 1 7  Jun ( S l1 ) ;  6, 
Vanda l ia  ( Fayette Co), 20 Jun ( RJ ) ;  5 males, Pr. Roche1', I 8 - 1  '! J un 
( S B ) ;  5 mal es, M i cl Fk, 5 . lun ( S R ) ;  5 ,  Darmslaclt, 20 Jun (S f 3 ) ;  4,  
H oney Creek Wds ( Macoupin Co). I 2 Jun (TL); 4, Pere M arq . , 20 
J u n  ( K A M),  Others: Knoxv. (2 males). 16 Jul ( Sl3) ;  Clay (2 males), 
I Jul ( DFS);  c . .Jackson (3), 3 0  J un ( R R ) .  

Yellow Warbler 
Nesting: Ethel's Weis (ad on ncs l ) , 24 Jun (SD);  M azon ia FWA (pr 
feed ing fledgl ing), 1 4 Jul  (AA); 1-lotfom Est. (pr feeding fledgl i ng), 
25 Jun ( A A). MC: 54, Carl.C, 1 4  & 29 Jun (OK) ;  39 ( inc l .  3 6  males),  
LCal, 22 Jun ( W M ) ;  23,  Palos (John J. Duffy FP), 14 Ju n (CT); 2 1 ,  
Mi ller Meadow (Cook Co) , 1 6  J un (JA) ;  20 ( 1 7  males),  1-loffmn Est., 
2 5  Jun (AA); 20, Sandy Creek ( Marsha l l  Co), 6 Jun ( D F S ); 1 6, 
Herrick L, 22 Jun (DFS) ;  1 4  males, Galena (Jo Daviess Co), 1 0- 1 1 
J u l  ( S B ) ;  1 4  ( 1 2  males) ,  B usse Wds, 7 Jun ( AA); I 2 ( I  I ma les) ,  St. 
Charles ( Kane Co), 30 May ( S B ) ;  Du Page ( severa l al  each of 7 Joca
l ions) , 8 Jun - 26 Jul (UG);  9, Palatine, 1 2  Jun (AA); 8, Ut ica ( La 
Sa l le Co), 29 Jun ( DJS) ;  7 males, Greene V ly, 8 J u n  - 9 Aug ( MC). 

Chestnut-sided Wa rbler 
Lowd n M l r  ( 1 3 ) ,  2 1  J u n  ( DFS cl al . ) ; Palos (Swal l ow C l i ffs FP) ( 5  
males), I 2 J u n  a n d  (3 males), J un/J u l  (WS) ;  Pa los (Cap  Sauers Wds), 
1 5  Jun ( DFS); Herrick L (2), 29  Jun ( DW) . 

Magnolia Wa rbler 
N BSO: I B S P  ( s i ngi ng male),  2 I Jun ( in deciduous habitat) (EW; 
v ideo avai l able) .  

Black-throated Green Warbler 
Lowd n M l r  (male), 2 1  Jun ( D FS ct al . )  and ( d i fferen t male), 4 J u l  
( D FS) . 

Blackburnian Warbler 
N BSO: Lowd n M l r  (male),  4 Jul ( DFS). 

Yellow-th roated Wa rbler 
LowclnM l r  (5), 4 Jul (DFS) ;  Ki lbuck FP (Winnebago Co) ( 3  ) ,  J un/J u l  
(OW ) ;  Dist i l l ery C A  ( Boone Co) ( 5 ) ,  6 J u n  (M R) ;  Kankakee R S P  
( Kankakee Co) (male), 27 J u n  (EC) and 2 8  J un (DFS); Ver111ilio11 (5 
males ) ,  5-8 Jun ( S B ) ;  Mahomet (Champa ign Co) ( male),  I 7 Jun  
( EC);  Sa l l  Fo1·k of Sangm11011 R ( Logan Co)  ( male),  1 5  Jun ( RJ ) ;  
Owaneco (Chrisfo 11 Co) ( male), 2 X  M ay ( RJ) ;  Decatur ( Macon Co ) ,  
2 0  Ju n (TM): Pere Marg . ( 3 ) ,  20 J u n  ( K/\M); Fox R idge S P  (Coles 
Co) ( ma le ) , 8 .l u n  ( L B l-1 ) ;  C:arl .C ,  2 3  Jun - 8 Jul ( DK); 1 l uegely 
( Wash ington Co) (male) ,  25 J u n  ( S B);  Jackson ( 3 ) ,  25 J un ( K A M ); 
Ferne Clyffe SP (Johnson Co), 5 .J u l (TM ct <1 1 . ) ;  La Rue Swamp 
( U n i on Co) (3 males),  Jun/J u l  ( S B ) .  

Pine Wa rbler 
Pomona (3),  25 Jun ( K A M ). 
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P rairie Warbler 
MC: 1 1  males, Ferne Clyffe SP (Johnson Co), 1 7  Jun (SB) ;  6 males , 
Kennekuk P, 5-8 Jun ( S B  el a l .) "most ever recorded in Vermi l ion Co . 
during breeding season". Others: MidFk (male), 5&7 Jun ( S B, EC); 
Kennekuk P (2 males), 3 Jul (JC); Foresl G len Preserve (Vermi l ion 
Co) (2 males), 5 Jun ( S B )  and (female), 8 Jun (LLf-1); Sa lt Fork 
Preserve (Champaign Co), 2 Ju l (EC); Ferne Clyfte SP (.Johnson Co) 
(3 ) ,  5 Jul (TM et al.) ;  U11io11 (3), 25 Jun ( K A M). 

Cerulean Warbler 
LowdnMlr  ( male), 4 Jul ( DFS);  Castle Rock SP (Ogle Co) (male), 2 J 
Jun (D FS); Rock Cul SP (Wi nnebago Co) (male), 23 Jun (OW); 
D ist i l lery CA (Boone Co), .J un ( MR) ;  Palos ( Redgalc Wds) (male), 
2 0  Jun (DFS); Ut ica (La Salle Co), 29 Jun & 5 Ju l (DJS); MidFk 
(male) ,  7 Jun ( EC); Forest Glen Preserve (Vermi l ion Co) (3 males), 
7 Jun (fide SB); F ie ldon (.Jersey Co) (male), 2 Jun (RJ ) ;  Pomona (7), 
4 Jul ( RR). 

Black-and-white Warbler 
c .  J.:011/wkee (male),  28 . Jun (l>FS);  Pere Marq., 20 .J un (KAM); 
Dmmsladt ( 2  mu les) ,  I 9-20 Jun (SB) .  

American Redstart 
Nesting: LCal ( Wo l f L) (nest w/ 3 large yg), 27 Ju l ( DFS). MC: 22 
( 2 1 m ales) , U pper M i ssissippi NWR (Jo Daviess Co) , I 0- 1 I Ju l 
( S B ) ;  22, e J.:a11/wkee, 28 Jun ( DFS); 1 8  ( 1 7  males), Dar111stadt, 1 9-
20 Jun (SB) ;  1 6  males, l & M C<rnal ( La Sal l e  Co), 4 Ju l  (CM ) ; I 4, 
LowdnMl r, 2 1  Jun  ( DFS et a l . ) ;  l l ,  Pomona, 4 Ju l  ( RR); 8 ,  Spring L, 
20 Jun  (VK ct a l .); 8,  Utica ( La Salle Co). 29 . Jun ( DJS). Others: 
l B SP (4 males), 2 1  Jun ( EW);  J.:a11kak..:e ( severnl ) ,  JS Jun  ( UG);  Fox 
R idge SP (Coles Co) (male) ,  8 Jun & 1 6  J u l  (LBH). 
Prothonotary Warbler 
Nesting: Kennekuk P (nest), 6-8 Jun (SB) ;  Darmstadt ( nest w/ 5 
warbler eggs in old well pump handle, 1 9  .lt111 (SB) .  See photo. MC: 
1 5 , Pere Marq . ,  20 Jun (KAM); 1 2  (I I males), Darmsladl, J 9-20 .lun 
(SB) ;  9,  e. J.:a11kakee, 28 .J un ( DFS); 9, Chau, 5 & 13 Jun ( R&SBj). 
Others: Gebhard Wds SP ( G rnndy Co) (male), 25 Jun (SB) ;  
Kennekuk P (3 ) ,  5 Jun ( S B ) ;  L Vermi l ion (Verm i l ion Co)  (male), 
.lun/.lul (SB) ;  Pomona (5 ) ,  4 Ju l  (RR) .  

Worm-eatin g  Warbler 
Thatcher Wds (Cook Co), 14 Jun (.TA); Fieldon (Jersey Co) ( ma le), 2 
J u n  ( R.I ) ;  Pomona ( 6), 25 Jun ( KAM);  Pr. Rocher (4), 1 9  Jun (SB) ;  
P ine H il l s  (Union Co) (4 111a les), .Jun/Ju l  (SB) .  

Ove n bi rd 
MC: 33,  LowdnMl 1·, 4 Jul ( DFS ) ; 2 1  (20 ma les) , Deer G rove, 2-3 Jul 
( SB) ;  1 7  males, Breckenridge (Hancock Co), 12 Jul  ( R.I); 1 1  111ales, 
Ethel 's Wds, I .Jun - 2 J u l  (SD) ;  6, M S  Pu l isades , 28 Jun ( DW ). 
Others: I BSP (male), 2 1  .Jun (EW);  Busse Wds (2 1mi les) , 20 Ju l  
(AA) ;  Hoff111n Est. ( 2  males), 25 Jun  (A A) ; G reene Vly (male), 30 
Ju l  ( M C) :  Herrid I ., 2 1  & 29 Jun (UG) ;  Harper- Rector ( 2 ), 20 .Jun 
(TL) ;  MidFk (male), 7 . Jun ( EC);  Kennekuk P (male), 6-7 .Jun (SB et 
a l . ) ;  Forest Glen Preserve (Vermi l ion Co) ( male), 7 Jun (m.ob. fide 
SB) ;  L Lou Yaeger ( Montgomery Co) (4 males), 14 Jun (RJ ) ;  Fox 
Ridge SP (Coles Co) (5+ males), Jun (LBH) ;  Pomona , 28 Jun 
(KAM, DK e t  al . ) . 

Northern Waterthrush 
NBSO: IBSP (casual s i nging male i n non-tradi tio1rnl habitat), 21  .J un 
( EW) .  

L o u i s i a n a  Waterthrush 
Nesting: K i ngston (A dams Co) (ad feed i ng cowbird fledgl i ng), 14 
M ay (RJ). Others: M idFk ( 2  males), 6 Jun (SB) ;  Kennekuk P (4), 5-
8 Jun (S B) ;  Forest G len Preserve ( Verm i l ion Co) (4), 7 Jun ( m.ob. 
fide S B ); Fox Ridge SP (Coles Co ) (2 males), Jun ( L B J ! ) ;  Pomona 
( 3 ), 25 .Jun ( KAM)  and 4 Jul ( R R) ;  La Rue Swamp ( U n ion Co) (6  
males), Jun/Jul (SB) .  

Kentucky Warbler 
Nesting: MS Pal isades (4 + newly fledged yg), 2 1  J u n  ( V K  et al . ) ;  
Kennekuk P (pr w/ nedgl ings), 8 Jun (SB ct a l . ) ;  Fox Ridge SP (Co les 
Co) ( fledgl ing) ,  20 .Jun ( LBH ) ; Dmmstadt (ad feeding warbler and 
cowbird fledgli ngs), 20 Jun (SB) ;  Pinc H i l l s  ( Union Co) (pr w/ fledg-
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Prothonotm}' Warhler nest with five host eggs in  an  old 

�well pump handle. Darmstadt, Illinois. 19 June 2003. 

Photo hy Steven D. Bailey. 

l i ng), 26 May (SB,  SD). MC: 1 8, Pomona, 4 Jul ( R R); 1 5  males, Pine 
H i l l s  ( U n ion Co), Jun/Jul ( SB); 1 2, .Jackson, 25 Jun ( KAM); 1 1  (9  
1rni les) , Pr. Rocher, I'!  Jun (SB) ;  9 males, Ferne C lyf!e SP (. Johnson 
Co), 17 Jun (S B ); 6, Knoxv., 1 5 - 1 6  Jul (SB) ;  6 (5 males), 1-luegely 
(Washington Co), 25 Jun (SB) ;  5, MS Pal isades, 28 Jun (OW);  5, Pere 
Marq., 20 .J un  ( KAM). Others: LowdnMlr  (4), 4 Ju l  ( DFS); Thatcher 
Wds (Cook Co), 1 5  .Jun (JA); Waterfal l  Glen Fl' ( Du Page Co), 8 Jun 
(UG) ;  Harper-Rector (4), 20 Jun  (TL); Sandy Creek ( Marshall  Co), 6 
Jun (DFS); Duncan M ills !3 (male), 1 6  Jun (TL); MidFk (2 males), 1 9-
20 .J un (SB) ;  Dce<1tur (Macon Co) (male), 20 Jun (TM); Honey Creek 
Weis (M acoupin Co) (2), 1 2  Jun (TL); Pere M arq . (2), 26 Ju l ( DK) ;  
Columbia fl, 8 Jun  (KAM);  c. Jadso11 (3) ,  30 Jun  ( RR).  

M o u rn i n g  Warbler 
Lowdn M l r  (3--agitated pr & female carrying  food), 4 Jul  and (male), 
2 1  Jun ( D FS);  !BSP (2  males) , 21 Jun (EW). 

Common Vellowthroat 
Nesting: Watseka ( l rnquois Co) ( femal e  w/ fl i ght less yg), 4 J u n  
(SB); ec. Scoll (nest w/ 4 eggs), 1 8  J u n  ( RJ) ;  Pickaway Twp (Shelby 
Co) (4 males, 2 females and j uv), 8 Jul ( RJ ) . MC: 77 ( 73 males) , 
Goose L Pr., 27 Jun & 2 J u l  (SB) ;  39, Mmtinsv. 13, 1 4  .Ju n  (SB) ;  32 
(3 1 m a les), Hoffmn Est . ,  25 Jun (AA); 28 (27 males), B usse Wds, 7 
J un (AA); 28, Be l lrose Farm ( Logan Co), 1 7  Jun (TL); 2 7  (24 
males), Braidwd L, 1 4  Jul (AA);  22,  /Jenry, 1 3  Ju n ( DFS) ; 2 J ma les, 
LCal, 22 Jun ( WM ) ; 2 1 ,  e, Kankakee, 28 Jun ( D FS); 1 9 ,  H errick L, 
22 Jun (DFS); 1 9  ( 1 7  males), De J.:a/h, 9 .J ul (SB) ;  1 8  ( 1 7  males), 
Mazonia FWA, 14 J u l (AA); 1 8, Ke l l f�, 1 5 J un (SB); 1 8, Beaverdam 
!3, 4 Jun ( V K); 1 7, Pal at ine, 1 2 .Jun (AA); 1 7  ( 1 5  males), Watseka 
(lrnquois Co), 4 Jun & l Jul (SB) ;  1 7, Royalton !3, 14 Jun ( R R ) ;  1 6, 
Be lknap fl, 3 J un (VK);  J 5, Pomona, 4 Jul ( R R); 1 5 , Pulaski 13, 2 Jun 
(VK) ; 1 3 , Duncan M il l s  !3, 1 6  Jun (TL); 13 males,  Woosung ( Lee 
Co), 1 2  Jun ( SB) ;  1 2 ,  Sti llwell !3, 1 2 Jun (VK) ; 1 1 , U11io11, 25 Jun 
(KA M ) ; I O, Lindenwoocl (Ogle Co) , 1 0- J  J Jun (SB) ;  1 0, Mi l ford fl, 
6 Jun ( S B) ; 1 0, c. Jackso11, 30 J un (RR) ;  '!, Mi l ler Meadow (Cook 
Co), 1 6  Jun (.IA); 9 males, Va l ley Ci ty (P ike Co), 3 Jul ( RJ ) ;  9 males 

M eadowlark 



11e. l/u11cod<, 2 1  Ju l  ( RJ ) ; 9, Columbi �1 I\, 8 Jun ( K A M ) ;  9, Burnt P1·. 
ll, 5 Jun (VK) ;  9, Fai rbury l.l , l 'J Jun ( V J( ) . 
Hooded Warbler 
MC: 7 im les , Pine H i l l s  ( U n ion Co), .J un/Jul ( S l3 ). Others: 
LowdnMl r  ( 5--4 males & female) ,  2 1  .l u 11 ( DFS ct al . ) and ( 5  cl i ffer
c 11l 1m dcs) , 4 ,Jul ( D FSJ; Palos ( Redgate Wds ) (2 males), 20 Ju n 
( D FS);  HcHick L (2) ,  29 Jun ( lJG) ;  Pomona ( 3 ) ,  4 Ju l  ( R R ). 

Yellow-breasted Chat 
Nesting: se .  Union ( nest w/ 4 eggs), 26 May ( S l3, SD). M C : 1 5 , c. 
.Jacksn11, 3 0  Jun (RR) ;  1 4, Pomona, 4 Jul ! RR) ;  1 1 , Union, 2 5  Jun  
(KAM) ;  J O  (lJ  males), 13raidwcl L, 1 4  Ju l  (AA) ;  7, Darmstadt, 20 Jun  
(SB);  7 ,  Marlinsv. f.l, 1 4  J u n  (SB) ;  7, Royallo11 f.l, 1 4  Jun (RR) ;  6 ,  
!vfario11, I Jul (DFS); 6, Jackson, 25 Jun  ( K A M ); 5 males, Oakdale 
(Washington Co), 24 Jun  (SB) ;  4 rna les, Ken nekuk P. 5-8 Jun  (SB ct 
a l . ) ;  4, Carl.C, 1 8  & 29 Jun (DK). Others: Herrick L ( 2 ) ,  29 Jun 
(OW);  P lum Crk (male) ,  23 Jun (AA) ;  I loffmn Est. (male) ,  25 Jun  
(/\A); Duncan Mi l l s  f.l ( 3 ) ,  1 6  Jun (TL). 

Summer Tan a ger 
MC: 1 8 ,  Pulaski l.l, 2 Jun ( V K) ;  1 5 , Pomona, 4 Jul ( R R) ;  1 1 ,  Belknap 
f.l, 3 J un ( V K);  6, c . .Juckso11, 3 0  Jun (RR); 5 ( 2  pr & male), R i chview 
(Washington Co), 25 Jun (SB) ;  5 ( ad), L Lou Yaeger ( Mon tgomery 
Co), 14 Jun (RJ) ;  5,  Pere Marq., 20 Jun ( KA M);  5 ,  c . .Jackson, 3 0  Jun 
(RR) ;  4 (pr  & 2 males), Kennckuk P, 5-8 Jun (SB el a l . ) ;  4, Col umbia 
f.l, 8 Jun (KAM); 4, B eaverdam f.l, 4 Jun ( V K). Others: B ra idwd L 
(pr), 14 Jul ( AA);  M Arb (male), 5 Ju l  (MC);  Forest G len  Preserve 
(Vermi l ion Co) (male), 5 Jun (SB) ;  M id F k  (ma le), 6 Jun  ( S B  cl a l . ) ;  
Siloam Springs S P  (Adams Co)  (pr), 7 Jun  (TM);  Darmstadt (pr  & 
male),  1 9-20 Jun (SB) ;  Ferne Clyffe S P  (Johnson Co) ( 2 ) ,  3 1  Ju l  
(TM). 

Scarlet Ta nager 
MC: 14 ( 1 3  males), Deer Grove, 2-3 Jul ( S 13 ); 1 1 ,  Palos (Cap Sauers 
Wds), l.5 Jun ( DFS); 1 0  males, l:Othcl's Wds, 1 J un - 2 Jul ( S D) ;  8, 
MS Palisades, 2 1  Jun (VK et a l . ) ;  7 ,  Lowd n M l r, 21 Jun ( DFS et a l . ) .  
Others: B usse Weis ( re111ale),  7 Jun  (AA) ;  Wi l low Springs (Cook 
Co) (male), 24 Jun (AA); MArb (4 111ales), 3 Jun - 3 Aug ( MC);  
Breckcnndgc (Hancock Co) ( 6  111ales), 12  Jun  ( RJ) ;  Pere Marq. (2) ,  
20 Jun ( KAM) ;  St. Morgan fl (2),  1 2  Jun ( K A M ) ;  Pomona (2) ,  2 8  Jun  
( KAM ct al .) . 

E:astern Towh ee 
Nesting: 13owen ( H ancock Co) ( nest w/ 4 eggs), 1 3  Jul ( RJ) .  M C :  
2 2 ,  LowdnMlr, 2 1  J u n  ( D FS et a l . ) ;  1 8, Palos, 1 2  J u n  ( D F S ) ;  1 6  ( 1 0  
111alcs), Andover ( Henry Co), 1 6- 1 7  J u n  (SB ) ;  1 4  ( 1 3  111a les) ,  
13raidwd L, 14 Ju l  (AA);  1 3  ( 1 0  111ales), Knoxv. ,  1 5 - 1 6  Jun (SB); 1 3 , 
c . .Jackson, 30 Jun  ( R R) ;  1 2  ( 1 0  males), P lum Crk, 23 Jun (AA) ;  I O, 
Carl .C, 1 1  Jul ( DK); 8, Pomona, 4 J u l  ( RR) ;  8, Ferne Cly lTc S P  
(Johnson Co), 1 7  Jun  ( S B); 7 males, Greene Vly, 8 Jun - lJ A u g  
( M C);  7, Carthage ( Hancock Co), 2 0  J u l  ( IU);  7, Watseka ( I roquois 
Co), 4 Jun & I J u ly (SB) ;  5 ,  Royal ton fl, 14 Jun ( R R) ;  4, Harpcr
Rector, 20 Jun (TL). Others :  Waterfal l G len  f'P ( Du Page Co) (sev
eral), 8 Jun (UG) ;  Herrick L (severa l ) ,  2 1  J u n  (UG) ;  Kankakee (scv
e1'a l ) ,  1 5  Jun (UG) .  

Chipping Sparrow 
M C :  38,  Sheffield f.l, 24 Jun ( D FS);  3 1 ,  Pembroke 1\.vp, 6 Ju l  ( DFS);  
27, Martinsv. f.l, 14  Jun  (SB);  2 3 ,  Sanely Creek ( M arsha l l  Co),  6 J u n  
( DFS); 20, M i l rord f.l, 6 J u n  ( S l3 ); 1 8  ( 1 7  111a les), Braidwd L, 1 3 - 1 4  
J u l  ( AA);  1 5 , c .  Jackson, 3 0  Jun  ( R R) ;  1 4, Columbia fl ,  8 J u n  
( KAM); 1 4, S t .  Morgan 13, 1 2  .J un ( KAM);  I 0, M S  Pa l i sades, 2 1  J u n  
(VK et a l . ); 1 0, Kell f.l ,  1 5  J u n  ( S B ) ;  lJ, Pontiac f.l ,  2 0  J u n  ( V K ) ;  8 ,  
LowclnMlr, 22 Jun ( V K  ct a l .) ;  8, Fairbury f.l, 1 9  Jun ( V K ) ;  8 ,  
Stil lwell f.l, 1 2  Jun  (VK). 

Clay-colored Sparrow 
Nesting: Poplar Creek f'P (Cook Co) (rnn rirmed nest ing feed ing  
yg), 1 9  Ju l  ( JM) ;  Spri ngbrook P ra i rie FP  (Du  Page Co) (ad  & juv) ,  
1 3  Ju l  (UG) .  

Field Sparrow 
Nesting:  Thorn Creek f'P ( W i l l  Co) (2 p1· feeding tlcclgl i 11gs), 30 J u n  
(SB); sc. Union (nest w /  3 eggs), 26 May (SB ). M C :  48 ( i ncl .  5 
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neclgl i 11gs),  Pe111brokc Twp, (1 Ju l  ( D f-'S) ;  37 ( 3 3  males), I loffm 11 b:st. 
(2 s i tes), 25-28 Jun  ( A A ) ;  3 3 ,  Mmti 11sv. ll, 1 4  Jun ( S l3 ) ;  3 2  (24 males 
+ nedgl i 11gs), Brnidwd L, 1 4  J u l  ( A A ) ;  30 (22 males), l' lum Crk, 23 
.l un ( Ai\); 24, Royal ton f.l, 1 4  Jun ( R R) ;  26 ( 1 5  males & 5 fl edg
l ings) ,  Val ley City ( P i ke Co), 3 Ju l  (RJ ) ;  2 1 ,  Cioose L Pr., 7 Jun  
( D FS) ;  1 8  ( 1 1  males), Mat teson ( Cook Co),  2 2  Jun (AA) ;  1 8 , c .  
.fad<.1nn, 3 0  Jun ( R R);  I 5 ,  Palos (Orland I I i  I ls FP) ,  1 5  Jun  ( DJ S ); 1 5 , 
Kel l  f.l, 1 5  Jun  ( SB) ;  1 2  males, Goose L Pr., 26-27 J u n  & 1 -2 .J u l  
( S B ) ;  1 2 ,  Bel l rose Far111 ( Logan C o ) ,  1 7  J u n  (TL); I I ( 5  males), 
Thorn Creek Fl' ( W i l l  Co), 3 0  .J un (SB); 1 0, Beaverdam 1.l, 4 J u n  
(VK); 9, Cooperstown (Brown Co), 27 Jun  ( RJ ) ;  9 ,  Harper- Rector, 
20 Jun (TL); 8 (6 males), ne. Hancock, 1 7  J u l  ( RJ) ;  8, St i l lwe l l  I.I, 1 2  
Jun (VK) ;  7 ( 5  males), sc .  Mason ,  2 5  .J un ( RJ) ;  7 ,  Col umbia fl, 8 Jun 
( K A M); 6, Du ncan M i l l s  f.l, 1 6  Jun (TL); 6, Carl .C ,  14 Jun ( DK);  5 ,  
SL M organ 13, 1 2  Jun (KAM);  5 ,  Pu laski 13, 2 Jun  (VK) .  

Vesper Sparrow 
M C :  45 males, M i l ford 13, 6 Jun (SB) ;  22, Atkinson f.l, 1 3  J u n  (DI'S );  
8 ,  Lost Mound, 2 1  Jun (VK et a l . ) ;  5 ,  Ogle, 1 2  Jul  (DFS); 5 males, 
M o111ence ( Kankakee Co), 8 Jul (SB) ;  5, ne. /-Juncock, 1 9  Jul (RJ) ;  
5 ,  Marti nsv. f.l, 1 4  Jun  (S B). Others: Ethel 's Wds (2 males) ,  1 Jun -
2 J ul (SD fok S B ). 

Lark Sparrow 
N esting: G reene Vly (ad w/ 2 yg), 1 8  Jul - 2 Aug ( M C)-- l st breed
ing record in D11 Page since the l 920's; nc. Hancock (3 fl edgli ngs), 
1 7  Jul ( RJ) ;  Sandy Creek (Marsha l l  Co) (bui lding nest), 6 Jun 
( DFS) ;  Pembroke Twp (carr y i ng food to yg) ,  2 8  Jun (DFS) ;  M idFk 
(pr w/ fl edgl i ng), 5 Jun  (SB) .  M C :  1 5 , Lost Mound, 2 1  Jun  ( V K  el 
a l . ) ;  1 0, Pembroke Twp, 6 Jul  ( DFS). Others: Woodland ( I roquois 
Co) (male), 4 Jun (SB) ;  M idf'k (3 males), 5 Jun (S13) .  

Sava n n a h  Sparrow 
M C :  32 (24 males), Matteson (Cook Co),  22 Jun (AA) ;  1 9  ( 1 3  
males), P lu 111 Crk, 23 J u n  (AA); 1 8  ( 1 4  males), St. George 
( Kankakee Co), 8 Jul (SB) ;  1 7  ( 1 5  males), B usse Wds, 7 Jun ( AA);  
1 6  ( 1 2  males) ,  Palatine, 1 2  Jun  (AA);  9 ( 7  111ales), l-lofti11n Est., 2 8  
Jun (AA);  9 ( 7  males), LCal ,  22 Jun (WM);  8,  Ogle, 1 2  Ju l  (DFS) .  
Others: Du Page airport (many),  22 J un (UG) ;  Spr ingbrook Prair ie  
FP  ( Du Page Co),  19  Ju l  (TM);  Urbana (Champaign Co) (male) ,  I 
Jul (EC);  Royalton f.l, 1 4  Jun ( RR)  .. (two periods) 

G rasshopper Spa rrow 
Nesting: M idFk (nest w/ 5 eggs), 5 Jun  (SB) ;  Urbana ( C hampaign 
Co) (fledgl ing),  1 Jul ( EC).  MC: 20+, Lost Mound, 2 1  Jun ( V K  et 
a l . ) ;  20 ( 1 6  111ales), Plum Crk, 23 Jun (AA) ;  1 4, Hennep i n  L,  7 Ju l 
( D FS);  1 0  (8 males) ,  Busse Wds, 7 J u n  (AA); 9 (7 males), M a tteson 
(Cook Co), 22 Jun (AA, CN, KM);  8,  Palos (John .I. Duffy FP),  1 4  
& 2 1  Jun  (CT); 8 ,  M a rt i nsv. I.I, 1 4  Jun  (SB) ;  8 ,  Colu111 b ia f.l ,  8 J un 
( K A M);  8, Royalton 13, 1 4  Jun ( R R) ;  7, Rocl<fcl, 4 J u l  ( DW ) ;  7 ( 5  
males), K i ng's G rove FP (Cook Co) ,  23 Jun  (AA) ;  6, Orland 
Grasslancl

.
s (Cook Co), 10 Jun (WS); 5 ,  Greene Vly, 4- 1 9  Jul (JC); 

5 ,  M 1dcwrn, 15  Jun ( DJS) ;  5 ,  sc. !vlason, 25 Jun ( RJ) ;  5 ,  Kell  I.I, 1 5  
J un (SB) ;  5 ,  Beaucoup fl, 1 Jun ( D K); 4, Duncan M i l l s  f.l ,  1 6  Jun 
(TL). Others: Ethel 's Wds (male), 24 Jun ( S D) ;  Spri ngbrook Prair ie  
FP  ( Du Page Co) (severa l ) ,  2 8  Jun  (UG).  

Henslow's Sparrow 
M C :  20 111a les, Goose L Pr. , 27 Jun & 1 -2 J u l  (SB) ;  1 7  males, 
Union, Jun/J u l  (SB) ;  Orland Grasslands (Cook Co) ( 1 5 ) ,  1 0  Jun  
(WS) ;  1 0+ males, Cypress Crk  (Pulaski Co) ,  1 7  J u n  ( S B ) ;  5 males, 
Kenn?kuk P, 5-8 Ju n (SB) .  Others: Green R CA (Lee Co) ( male), 6 
J u l  (CM) ;  B usse Weis ( male) ,  7 Jun (AA); Matteson ( Cook Co) ( 3  
males),  2 2  Jun (AA) ;  Hoffmn Est. (male) ,  25 Jun ( A A) ;  Palos (John 
. I .  Duffy FP) ( 5  males), 14 .J un (CT); M idcwin, 1 5  Jun ( DJS) ;  
H errick L ( 2 ) ,  29 Jun  ( UG);  Mallh icsscn S P  ( La Sa l le  Co) ( 2 ) ,  5 Ju l  
(CM) ;  nc .  Hancock (4 males ) ,  1 7  J u l  ( RF); M i d f'k ( male) ,  8 J un 
( EC) ;  Forest G len  P1·cscrvc (Vermi l ion Co) ( 111alc), 5 Jun ( S B); 
Bel l rnsc Farm ( Logan Co) (male), 1 7  .J un  (TL) ;  !vlontgomcrv ( 2  
males), 22 Jun  ( RJ) ;  Fox Ridge S P  (Coles  Co) ( 2  or 111ore), Jun/J u l  
( L B I  I ) ;  Ke l l  I.\ (2 males), 1 5  Jun  ( S B ) :  Sh�irp Road (C l inton Co) ( 1 -
6 ) ,  1 7  May - 29 J u l  ( DK); Crn"i . L, 20 J u l  ( K A M  el al . ): P11laski ( 2 ) ,  
3 1  J u l  ( KA M ) .  
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Song Sparrow 
Nesti ng: CBG (ad feeding cowbird), 30 
Aug ( A A ) ;  Rossvi l le  (Vermi l ion Co) 
(nest w/ 4 eggs), 5 Jun (SB) .  MC: 6 1  
(48 males), H offmn Est. ( 2  sites), 25-28 
Jun (AA); 43, Sheffield 13, 24 Jun 
(DFS); 39, Martinsv. 13, 1 4  Jun (SB); 3 7  
(34 males), LCal , 2 2  Jun (WM); 36 (23 
males), Palatine ,  1 2  Jun (AA);  36 ,  
Mi lford 13, 6 Jun (SB);  34,  Mil ler 
Meadow (Cook Co), 1 6  Jun (JA); 32 (24 
males), B usse Wds, 7 Jun (AA); 32, 
Atkinson 13, 1 3  Jun (DFS); 3 1 ,  Hennepin 
L, 6 Jun (DFS); 3 1  (29 males), Goose L 
Pr. ,  27 Jun & 2 Jul (SB); 3 1 ,  Beaucoup 
13 ,  1 Jun ( D K): 30, Ogle, 12 Jul (DFS); 
29, St. Morgan ll, 12 Jun (KAM); 26 
(24 males), Woosung (Lee Co), 1 2  Jun 
(SB); 26, J amestown 13, 2 Jun (DK); 26, 
Kell 13, 1 5  Jun (SB); 25, Burnt Pr. 13, 5 
Jun (VK) ;  23, Herrick L, 22 Jun (DFS); 

Painted Bunting. East St. Louis, St. Clair 

Coun(J!. 12 Ju(v 2003. Photo by Travis A .  

Mahan. 

(VK); 67, Fayette, Marirm & Cloy, l 
Jul (DFS); 64, Kel l  13, 1 5  Jun (SB); 63, 
Pembroke Twp, 6 .Jul (DFS);  58, 
Royalton I\ 1 4  Jun (RR); 57, Sandy 
Creek (Marsha l l  Co), 6 Jun (DFS); 50, 
Pulaski I\ 2 Jun (VK); 49, Belknap 13, 
3 Jun (VK); 47, Burnt Pr. 13, 5 J u n  
(VK); 46, c .  Jackson, 30 Jun (RR);  45 
(incl . 5 fledglings), LowdnMlr, 4 Jul 
(DFS); 40, Columbia ll, 8 Jun (KAM); 
39, Mi l ford 13, 6 J un (SB); 37,  St .  
Morgan 13, 12 J un (KAM); 36, e. 
Kankakee, 28  Jun (DFS); 32, Duncan 
Mills fl, 1 6  Jun (TL); 32 (3 1 ma les) , 
Darmstadt, 20 Jun (SB); 30, Palos, 1 2  
Jun (DFS); 30, Jackson, 2 5  Jun 
(KAM); 25, Camp Pt 13, 1 1  .Jun (VK). 

Pain ted B u nting 
EStL, May thru Jul : (21 M ay :  ad & 
subad male--DK), ( 1 5  Jun : ad male-
DK), ( 1 2  Jul :  2 ad males--DK, TM et 

23 (2 1 males), De Kalb, 9 Jul (SB); 2 1 ,  Stillwel l 13, 12 Jun (VK); 20 
( 1 2  males), ne. Hancock, 1 7-2 1 Jul (RJ).  

Swa m p  Sparrow 
M C :  12 males, Goose L Pr., 2 Jul  (SB); 12 males, Hinckley (De Ka lb 
Co), 9 J u l  (SB); 7 males, Hoffmn Est., 25 Jun (AA); 7 males, Galena 
(Jo Daviess Co), I l Ju l  (SB);  5 males, Deer Grove, 3 Jul (SB); 
Others: Lindenwood (Ogle Co) (4 ma les), 1 1  Jun (SB); Franklin 
Grove (Lee Co) (3 males), 1 1 - 1 2  Jun (SB); Merrill Prairie FP (De 
Kalb Co), 9 Jul (SB); Ethel's Wds, I Jun - 2 Jul (SD fide SB); Busse 
Weis (male), 7 Jun (AA); Schaumburg (Cook Co) (2 males), 2 Aug 
(AA); Pratts Wayne, 22 Jun (UG); Ferm i ( I +), 26 Jul (UG). 

W hite-throated Spa rrow 
Grant P (3 prs), thru l ate Jun (DFS). Nesting? 

Northern Cardinal 
Nesting: Chi ( Ra inbow Beach) (newly fledged yg), 25 Jul (DFS); 
CBG (pr feeding yg), 30 Aug (AA); Sa11ga111n11 (pr feeding fledg
l ings), 23 Sep (RJ). MC: 76, c. Jacksnn, 30 J u n  (RR) ;  57, St. Morgan 
13, 1 2  Jun (KAM); 52, Pomona, 4 Jul (RR); 42, Royalton 13, 1 4  Jun 
(RR); 4 1 ,  Kel l  13, 1 5  Jun (SB);  40, Martinsv. 13, 1 4  Jun (SB); 37, 
Pulaski 13, 2 Jun (VK); 34, Beaverdam 13, 4 Jun (VK); 26, Ogle, 1 2  
Jul  (DFS); 25, Belknap 13, 3 Jun (VK); 24, Pembroke Twp, 6 Jul  
(DFS); 24, Darmstadt, 20 Jun (SB); 23, Columbia 13, 8 Jun (KAM); 
2 1 ,  D uncan Mi l ls  13, 16 Jun (TL); 20, Waynesv. 13 ,  7 Jun (VK); 1 8 , 
Jamestown 13, 2 Jun (DK); 1 0  (5 pr), B usse Wds, 7 Jun (AA). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
MC: 1 4, Ogle, 21 Jun (DF et al. ) ; 7, Duncan Mi l l s  13, 16 Jun (TL); 7 
(6 males), Kingston (Adams Co), 4 Jul (RJ); 6 (pr & 4 males), Pearl 
City (Stephenson Co), 1 3  Jun (SB); 6 MS Palisades, 2 1  Jun (VK et 
al .) ;  6, LowdnMlr, 22 Jun (VK et a l .); 5 ma les, Ethel's Wds, I Jun -
2 Jul (SD); 5, Kcll 13, 1 5  Jun (SB).  Others: Palos (Cap Sauers Weis) 
(5), 1 5  Jun (DFS); Plum Crk (4--3 ma les), 23 Jun (AA); Martinsv. 13 
(3) ,  1 4  Jun (SB); Carl.C ( 1 -3), I J un - 3 1  Jul (DK, KAM) . 
Blue Grosbeak 
Nesti ng: 4 (2 prs), w/one pr  (gathering nest material) near U l l in 
(Pulaski Co), 25 May (SB, SD). MC: 1 1 , Belknap fl, 3 Jun (VK); 7,  
Marion, I Jul ( DFS); 7,  Jackson, 25 Jun (KAM); 6, Union, 25 Jun 
( K AM); 5 (3 males, 2 females), Pembroke Twp, 6 Jul (DFS); 4, Burnt 
Pr. 13, 5 Jun (VK); 4, EStL, 8 Jun (KAM); 3 ,  Beaverdam 13, 4 Jun 
(VK). Others: Midcwin (2),  15 Jun (DJS); H i l l ery (Vermilion Co) 
( male), 8 Jun (SB); Middle Fork FP (Champaign Co) (male), 8 Ju l  
( EC); Carl .C (2) ,  1 4  J u n  & 29 Jul (DK);  M artinsv. 13 (3) ,  1 4  Jun (SB); 
Columbia 13, 8 Jun (KAM); Pr. Rocher (2 males) , 19 Jun (SB); 
MermetL (pr & male), 1 7 Jun (S B). 

I n digo Bu ntin g  
Nesting: Rockfd (ads still feeding yg), 3 Sep (very l ate) ( OW); CBG 
(female feeding two yg cowbirds) , 30 Aug (AA). MC: 1 20, Martinsv. 
13, 1 4  Jun (SB);  73, Pomona, 4 J u l ( R R); 69, Beaverdam 13, 4 Jun 
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a l .), ( 1 7  Jul: ad male banded--VK, DK et al., photos), (26 Jul :  female 
& banded male--DK). 

Dickcissel 
MC: 1 24, Royalton 13, 1 4  Jun (RR); 1 07, Ke l l  13, 1 5  Jun (SB); 97, 
Fayette, Marion (52) & Clay, I Ju l (DFS); 73, Jamestown 13, 2 .Jun 
(DK); 50, Carl.C, 29 Jun (DK); 47, Hennepin L, 12 Jun (DFS); 47, 
Beaucoup 13, I Jun (DK); 4 1 ,  Columbia fl, 8 Juu (KAM); 39, 
Martinsv. 13, 14 Jun (SB); 38,  Camp Pt 13, 1 1  Jun (VK); 33, Burnt Pr. 
ll, 5 Jun (VK); 25, Pu laski 13, 2 Jun (VK); 20, Duncan Mills ll, 1 6  Jun 
(TL); 20, Stil lwell 13, 12 Jun (VK); 1 8, Fairbury 13, 1 9  Jun (VK) ;  1 7, 
St. Morgan 13, 1 2  Jun  (KAM); 1 4, Greene Vly, 4- 1 9  Jul (JC); 1 2  
males, Hull (Pike Co), 2 Ju l  (RJ) . Note: Very scarce in parts of wc. 
I l l inois (LLH), in the LCal area (WM), and nw. Kane (RM). 

Bobolink 
Nesting: ne .  Hancock (4 1  b irds incl 7 juv), 17  Ju l  (RJ). MC: 1 1 1  (85 
males), Busse Wds, 7 Jun (AA);  86 (53 males), Matteson, 22 .Jun 
(AA); 4 1  (33 males), Palatine, 12 Jun (AA); 23 (incl. females carry
ing food for yg), e. Stephenson, 1 5  Jun (OW); 1 8, Herrick L, 22 Jun 
(DFS); 1 7  ( 1 0  males), Pl um Crk, 23 Jun (AA ); 1 0, Palos (John J. 
Duffy FP). 2 1  .Jun (CT). Others: Lost Mound (2), 21 Jun (VK et al .) ;  
Palos (Turtlehead L FP) (4), 22 Jun (AA); LCal , 22 Jun (WM); 
King's Grove FP (Cook Co) (9--5 males), 23 Jun (AA);  Springbrook 
Prai rie FP (Du Page Co) (many), 28 Jun (UG); Fermi (5), 26 Jul 
(UG);  Greene Vly (3 pr), 8-27 Jun (MC); Goose L Pr. (9), 26-27 Jun 
(SB); Duncan Mi l l s 13 (3) ,  1 6  Jun (TL); SL George (Kankakee Co) 
(7) ,  8 Jul (SB). N BSO: Crab Or. (male), 24 Jun (SB). 

Red-winged Blackbird 
Nesting: CBG (ad female  w/ fledgling), 6 Sep (AA). MC: 4000, 
CarLC, 29 Jun (DK); 734, Jamestown 13, 2 Jun (DK); 695, Beaucoup 
13, I Jun (DK); 338, Henry, 13 Jun (DFS); 3 1 6, Fai rbury 13, 1 9  Jun 
(VK); 307, Kel l 13, 1 5  Jun (SB); 280, Hennepin L, 1 8  Jul (DFS); 275 
( i ncl .  yg), Palatine, 12 Jun (AA); 248, Roya lton 13, 14 Jun  (RR);  235, 
Camp Pt 13, 1 1  Jun (VK); 224, Sti l lwe l l 13, 1 2 Jun (VK); 1 76, Burnt 
Pr. 13, 5 Jun (VK); 1 7 1 ,  Pontiac 13, 20 Jun (VK); 1 65 ,  Pu laski 13, 2 Jun 
(VK); 1 58, Mi l ford 13, 6 Jun (SB); 1 58, Martinsv. 13, 1 4  Jun (SB). 

Eastern Meadowlark 
MC: 88, Kel l fl, 15 Jun (SB); 59, Beaucoup 13, I Jun ( D K); 57  (33 
males), Goose L Pr., 27 Jun & 2 Jul (SB); 52, Co lumbia 13, 8 Jun 
(KAM); 47, M il ford 13, 6 Jun (SB); 47,  Royal ion 13, 1 4  Jun (RR);  36 ,  
Goose L Pr., 6 Jun (DFS); 3 1 ,  Jamestown 13, 2 Jun ( DK); 30,  Duncan 
Mi lb 13,  1 6  Jun (TL); 30, Martinsv. 13, 14 Jun (SB); 29, Sheffield 13, 
24 Jun (DFS); 25, Stillwell 13, 12 Jun (VK); 24, Waynesv. 13, 7 Jun 
(VK); 23, Camp Pt fl, 1 1  Jun (VK); 20 ( 1 4  ma les), Palatine, 12 Jun 
(AA); IS ( 12 males), Matteson (Cook Co), 22 J un (AA); 1 5  (8 
males), St. George (Kankakee Co), 8 Jul (SB); 1 4, Fa i rbury 13, 19 Jun  
(VK). 

Meadowlark 



Western Meadowlark 
MC:  25,  Atkinson 13, 1 3  ,Jun  ( DI'S ); 1 6  males, Marengo ( M c l l enry 
Co), I I J u l  and I IJ+ males, 23 Aug (S  l3 ) . Others: Oe f\.ulh ( 4 ) ,  I 'J . J u I 
( D.I S) ;  f(endal l  ( 3 ), 1 5  J u n ( DJ S ); M o mence ( K<rnkakee Co) ( 3 ), 
Jun/Jul (SB) ;  Wel l i ngton ( I roquois Co) (2 males), h J u n  (S13) ;  
Hoopeston ( Verm i l ion Co) ,  J u n/J u l  (SB) .  

Yel low-headed Blackbird 
Nesting: Fu lton Marsh (Cir rn l l Co) (h) ,  20 Jun ( V K  cl a l . ) ;  C iarden 
P1: S I .  ( 1 5  males, 3 females & 6 nests), 8 Jun  ( M R) ;  R uddy M arsh 
( Lake Co) (6 males, 3 fema les & 3 nests), J un/Jul ( SB ) ;  Hoffm n Est. 
(7--2 1m les & 5 le111al es, some feeding yg), 28 Jun ( AA ) ; H ennepin 
! .  (2 males, I fema le  & 5 nedgl i ngs), 1 2  Jul (CM) .  Others: (jmden 
Pr.  S I .  ( 1 5 ) ,  1 2  Jun ( DW ) ;  Pratts Wayne (6) ,  14 .J un ( UCJ) .  
Brewer's Blackbird 
Nesting: Marengo ( M cH enry Co) (new b reed i ng l ocat ion 1 5+ 
birds), 1 1  Ju l and (30+ b irds), 23 Aug (Sl3), 

Common G rackle 
MC: 1 0,000- 1 3 ,000 ( roost), Des P l aines (Cook Co), 1 1 - l <J Jul (AA) ;  
490, D1 1  Page, 1 2  J u l  (DFS) ;  422 ,  Jrn11cstown 13, 2 Jun  ( D K) ;  247, 
Beaucoup ll ,  I Jun  ( DK) ;  1 79, 13mnl Pr. 13 , 5 Jun (VK); 1 69, 
M<1rtinsv. 1 3 ,  14 Jun (SB); 1 62, Mil ford fl, 6 Jun  (SB) ;  1 50, Hennepin 
L, 1 8  Ju l  ( DI'S) ;  1 46, Fairbury l.l , l 9 . Jun (V K); 1 34, Goose L Pr. ,  26-
27 Jun & l -2 Jul (SB); 1 23 ,  Waynesv. 13 ,  7 Jun (VK);  1 1 2 , Pontiac fl, 
20 Jun (VK); 1 07 ,  De Kalh, 9 Jul (SB) ;  1 02 ,  Ke l l  13, 1 5  J u 11 (SB) .  

Brown-headed Cow b i rd 
M C :  90, M i l ford 13, 6 Jun ( S l3) ;  50, Hennepin L, 1 8  Ju l  ( DFS);  49, 
l3eaverdam fl, 4 Jun ( V K); 39, Pc111brnke Twp, 6 J u l  ( DFS); 32 ,  
Sheffield l.l , 24 Jun  ( D FS) ;  32 ,  l3e lknap fl, 3 Jun (VK);  30, Duncan 
M i l l s  l.l, 1 6  Jun (TL); 23, Pulaski ll , 2 Jun (VK); 22, Atkinson ll, 1 3  
Jun ( DFS); 22,  l lerrick L, 22 J u n  ( DFS); 20, Pontiac l.l , 20 .J un  (VK) .  

Orchard Oriole 
Nesting: D u ndee ( Kane Co) (at le<1st one successful nest), M <1y/J u n  
(RM) ;  Matteson (Cook C o )  ( p r  !ced i ng 2 y g  i n  nest), 22 Jun  ( A A ,  
C N ,  K M ) ;  H otfo1 n  !:'st (2  1rni les ,  one cmry ing food for yg), 28 J u n  
(A A, KC); Cooperstown (Brown Co) (pr  w /  fledgl ing) ,  27  Jun  (RJ);  
Hutton Twp (Coles Co) (fledgl i ngs), 30 Jun (LBH) .  MC: 1 2 , 
Martinsv. 13, 1 4  Jun  (SB) ;  9 males, Orland Park (Cook Co), J u n  
(WS) ;  8 ,  Ke l l  ll, 1 5  Jun  ( S B ) ;  7 ,  1 1  L ,  1 7  Jun  ( KAM); 6, Lost Mou nd, 
2 1  Jun (VK el a l.) ;  5 (4  rnalcs), Wi nchester (Scott Co), 1 8  Jun (RJ); 
5 (4 males), 0<1kdale ( Wash ington Co), 24 Jun (SB); 5 ,  Jackson, 25 
Jun ( KA M ); 4, Pembroke Twp,  6 Ju l  ( DFS);  4 males, Val l ey C i ty 
( Pike Co) , 3 .Ju l ( RJ) ;  4, Cm'l .C, I & 1 4  Ju 11 (DK);  4, Roya lton fl, 1 4  
.Jun ( R R);  4, P ulaski fl ,  2 Jun (VK). Others: Ga lena ( Jo  Daviess Co) 
(2 males), 1 1  Jul (SB); Pearl City (Stephenson Co) ( ma le), 1 2  Jun 
(S l3) ;  Frank l i n  G rove ( Lee Co) ( 2  males), 1 2  Ju l  (S13); B l ackhawk �'P 
(Kane Co) (male), 30 May (SB) ;  Brn idwd L (male) , 1 4  J u l  (AA);  
Song Bird S lough (Du  Page Co) ( 3 ), 4 J u l  (UG) ;  Springbrook Prairie 
FP (Du Page Co) (3 ) ,  1 3  Ju l (UC!);  Greene Vly (2 males), 8- 1 5  Jun  
and  (2 females), 2 7  Jun  ( MC);  Goose L P r. ( 3  males), 27  Jun  & 2 Ju l  
(SB) ;  Watseka ( I roquois Co)  (pr) ,  4 . Jun  & I Ju l  (SB) ;  n ,  Li1 •i11gston 
(male), 4 Jun (S13) ;  Warbler Wds N Psv (Coles Co) (ma le  carry ing 
rood), 16  Jul  (LBH) .  

Baltimore Oriole 
MC: 26, Sandy Creek ( Marsh<1 l l  Co), (1 .J un ( DFS); 1 4, M arti nsv. ll, 
1 4  J un (SB);  1 2, LCa l ,  22 .Tun (WM);  I U, Spri ng L, 20 J u n  (VK ct 
al ,) ;  1 0, Lost Mound, 2 1  J u n  (VK et a l . ) ;  9 ma les , Ethel 's Wds, I Jun 
- 2 J u l  (SD fide SB) ;  6, Duncan M i l ls fl, 1 6  Jun (TL) ;  6, Camp Pl  fl, 
1 1  Jun (VK); 6, Car l .L ,  3 1  Ju l  (KA M ) . 

House Finch 
MC: 28+ (ads and yg), Schaumburg (Cook Co), 28 Jun (AA);  1 3  (4 
males + yg), P lum Crk, 12 Jun ( A A);  6, Columbia 13, 8 Jun ( K A M ) ;  
5 ,  St. Mo1·gan 13, 1 2  J u n  ( KA M ) . Note: "Low numbers noted o n  a l I 
l3BS routes and on INHS [ I l l i no is  Natural H istory Survey] surveys 
sMewidc." ( S B).  

American Goldfinch 
Nesting: C RG (pr feed ing yg), 30 Aug (A A ). MC: 37, LCal ,  22 J u n  
( W M ) ;  3 5 ,  13usse Wds, 7 Jun  (AA);  3 0 ,  Hoffmn Est., 25 J u n  (AA) ;  
23, Plu111 Crk, 23 Jun (AA ) ;  20, Goose L Pr., 27  Jun  & 1 -2 Ju l  (SB) ;  
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21 1 ,  Knoxv., 1 5  Ju l  (SB) ;  1 8 , M azon ia  FWA , 1 4  Ju l  (AA) ;  1 5 , Galena 
( . Ju D<1vicss Co) ,  1 0- 1 1 J u l ( S l3) ;  1 5 , M i l fo 1·d L l ,  6 J un ( S 13 ) ; 1 5 , 
Martinsv, ll, 1 4  . Jun (SB) ;  1 4, Deer Grove, 3 .J u l  ( S l3); 1 3 , Gebhard 
Wds SP (Grundy Co), 25-26 Jun  ( S l3) ;  1 3 , !:'the l 's Wds, I .Tun - 2 Ju l  
( S D  fide S B); 1 2 , Woosung ( Lee Co) ,  1 2  Jun (SB) ; 1 2 . C<1l ' i .C, 14  
.f un ( D K) ;  9, St. Mo1-g<1 1 1 13, 1 2  Jun ( K A M ) .  

H ouse Sparrow 
M C :  629, J <1mestown l.l, 2 Jun  ( D K); 597, l3e<1ucoup l.l, I J u n  ( D I();  
320, A tkinson /.l, 1 3 Jun ( DFS) ; 255, Sheffield /.\, 24 ,f un  ( D FS) .  

E u rasian Tree Spa rrow 
M C :  4 l ,  Winchester (Scut t  Co), 1 8  Jun ( RJ ) .  Others: Du ncan M i l l s  
fl (8 ) ,  1 6  Jun  (TL). 

EXOT I CS 

G reat Tit 
H arvard ( M c l lenry Co) (pr), v i s i ted feeders: Ap r - 14 Jun prior lo 
d isappear ing ; reappeared at the feeders with 2 yg on 30 Jul  ( DI·� pho
tos) See sto1·y and photos i n th i s  issue. 

E u ropean Goldfinch 
Sing les at three !vfcf-fenrF locations: A lden ( Mi1y), l-l<11·vard ( May) 
and Marengo (Jun) (fide DF) .  

LATE SPRI N G  M I G RANTS 

Redhead 
LD: 25 J un ,  I I L  ( F l  I ). 

Ring-necked Duck 
L D :  27  J un, HL (FH) .  

Common Loon 
L D :  3 Jun ,  I l l. ( F l  I ). 

Semipalmated Plover 
LD: 5 Jun ( 1 2) ,  Chau ( R&SBj ) .  

Sa nderling 
LD: I Jun (3 basic pl umage), Carl.C ( DK) .  

Semipalmated Sandpiper 
LD: 5 .J u n  ( 1 7) ,  Monmoulh ( Warren Co) ( PR); 5 Jun  (543), Chau 
( R&SBj ) ;  I Jun (40), Cad .C (DK) .  

White-ru mped Sandpiper 
L D :  5 .J un ,  Monmouth ( Warren Co) ( PR). 

D u n l i n  
L D :  6 J u n  ( 1 9) ,  Chau ( R&SBj ) .  

Common Tern 
L D :  7 Jun ,  I IL ( F l-I). 

Forster's Tern 
LD: 20 Jun (2), Jersey (KAM) ;  7 Jun,  Schuyler (TM) ;  5 J u n  (2 ) ,  
Chau (R&SBj) .  

B lack Tern 
L D :  7 Jun ,  I- I L  ( F l-I) ;  5 J un (3 ) ,  Monmouth ( Warren Co) ( P R); 5 .J un  
(5 ) ,  Chau (R&SBj ) .  

Olive-sided Flycatcher 
LD: 5 Jun (male) ,  MidFk (SB) ;  4 Jun ( male),  n .  li vi11gsto11 (SB) .  

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
LD: 4 Jun (ma le) , n. Livingston (SB) .  

Alder Flycatcher 
LD: 1 5  Jun, Powder Horn L FP (Cook Co) ( W M);  8 Jun,  Waterfal l 
Glen FP ( Du Page Co) ( UG) ;  5 Jun  (3 males),  Vermilion (SB) ;  4 J u n  
(male),  n .  Livi11gs/011 (SB ). 

Least Flycatcher 
LD: 6 Jun (male), LCal ( W M ) ;  4 J u n, Sch 11y/er ( L L l-1 ) .  

B l ue-headed Vireo 
L D :  4 Jun , Thatcher W ds (Cook Co) (JA) .  

Swainson's Thrush 
LD: 1 4  Jun, Cook Co ( .IA) ;  3 Jun ,  n .  Uvings/011 (SB) .  
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Magnolia Warbler 
LO: 1 Jun, Ethel 's Wds (SD, SB) . 

B lack-throated Green Warbler 
LO: 7 Jun, Riverbend FP (Champaign Co) (EC). 

Connecticut Warbler 
LO: 5 Jun (male), M i dFk (SB) .  

Wilson 's Warbler 
LO: 5 Jun (male), Rossv i l l e  (Vermilion Co) (SB). 

Canada Wa rbler 
LO: I Jun (male), Ethel's Wds (SB, S D) .  

White-th roated Sparrow 
LO: 5 Jun, MidFk (SB). 

Members of the I l linois Ornithological Society receive 
Meadowlark, the quarterly journal, plus Wings Over 
The Prairie, the IOS newsletter. Members are also 
invited to special field trips, the annual meeting, and 
other IOS functions . 

To join or send a gift subscription, send your name 
or that of the gift recipient, address, and telephone 
number along with fee to: 

l OS 
P. O. Box 9 3 1  

Lake Forest, I L  60045 

- Vernon !vi. Kleen 
1825 Clearview Drive 
Springfield, IL 62704 

Fees: Ind ividual $25;  Fami ly  $30;  

Ful l-t ime stud ent $ 1 0; Contributor $50 - $99;  

Supporte r $ 1 00 - $499; Sponsor $500 klecn@quixnel.net 

Answers to Who Laid That Egg? (page 2 1 )  

# 1 :  Ki \ ldeer nest; #2: Common Tern; #3 : Turkey Vulture; #4: Mallard; #5: Monk Parakeet 

ABOUT O U R  ADS A N D  AD RATES . . . .  The lllinois Ornithological Society accepts pertinent ads for publishing 
in Meadowlark. The rates and rules are as follows: 

Required materials : Camera-ready copy and check 
payable to IOS should be sent to: Sheryl De Vore, 
967 Braeburn Road, Mundelein, IL 60060. 

Rates P E R  I S S U E :  $ 1 5  one-eighth page or equivalent 
of one business size card; $30 one quarter page or 
equivalent of two business size cards; $60 half page. 

We reserve the right to accept or deny any ad, and to 
l imit  the space set aside for ads, which will be placed at 
the back of the journal. 

Due dates: No. 1 - S11111mer: February 1 ;  No. 2 - Fall :  May 

1 ;  No, 3 - Winter: August 1 ;  No. 4 - Spring: November 1 
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Send Seasonal Reports to: 

Winter F i e ld  Notes 
D u e  by 7 March ( I  Dec through 28 Feb ) 

Send to: Kel ly M c \(ay 
420 First Ave. ,  PO Box 452, Hnrnpton, I L  6 1 256-0452 

E-rnni l :  Kel lyJMcKay@aol .com 

Spring F ield Notes 
Due by 7 June ( 1 M ar through 3 I M ay )  

Send to: Paul R .  Clyne 
5538  S .  B lackstone Ave . ,  Chicago, I L  60637 

E-mail :  prclyne@hotmai l . com 

Breeding Season Fie ld  Notes 
Due by 7 August ( 1  June through 3 1  July) 

Send to: Vernon Kleen 
1 825  Clearview Drive, Springfield, I L  62704 

E-mai l :  kleen@quixnet.net 

Fal l Season Field Notes 
Due by 7 D ecember ( I  Aug through 30 Nov) 

Send to:  Douglas Stotz 
Conservation Ecologist/Ornithologist 

Environmental and Conservation Programs 
Field Museum of Natural History 

1 400 S. Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, TL 60605 

Email address :  stotz@fmnh.org 

�":ti-' 
[W" ' 1J? Fine Art 

t{_\-- With birds in it. 

(/" 815.793.1377 

Pete Olson 
polson@niu.edu 

www.surfbirds.com (sketchbooks) 
www.umarain.com/pete.htm 

�prin_ghoU.SE begins where the travel 

brochures leave off 
Read about the rea l  Southern Illinois: 

History, Folklore, humor, recipes, and l etters -
always p lenty of letters. 

One year subscription (6 issues) $25 .00 

�prinyhousc 
P.O. Box 6 1  • Herod, T L  62947 

Phone :  (6 1 8) 252-334 l 

Submission I nformation 

-,.. We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and i l l ustra
tions for possible publi cation in M eadowlark .  

-.,. Artic le topics inc l ude unusual  bird s ightings and 
nesting accounts, technical papers on bird research, and 
other articles such as bird finding guides and field iden
t ification tips. Joy of birding articles wi l l  be considered. 

-.,. Manuscripts should be typewritten or computcr
generated, double spaced and on only one side of 
numbered pages. Please send two copies of your manu
script and make sure you keep another for yourself. 

-.,. We require a computer disc in Word or Word Perfect 
or an electronic file. 

--r We prefer clear black and white or color print 
photographs. Digital or electronic fi les  ( 200-300 dpi . )  
are also acceptable. 

-.,. Include name, address, and day and night time 
phone numbers. Other pertinent information about 
your qual ifications and background is also helpful. 

-.,. We reserve the right to review and edit articles 
according to style, grammar, accuracy, and readability. 

Send articles, photographs, i l lustrations & inquiries to: 

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor 

967 Braeburn, Mundelein, IL 60060 

e-mail address: sheryl .devore@comcast.net 

BOREAL BIRDING FESTIVAL 

June 4 - 6, 2004 
Grand Marais, Minnesota 

Fo1· event infornrntion: 

Nodl1 House Foll� Scl1ool 1 -888-387-9762 
For a rea inf ornrntion :  

1 -888-922-2225 www.grandmarais.com 



Black Vulture looks at unhatched egg in Dongola 

harn, Union County. Y May 2003. 
Photo by Steven D. Bailey. 


